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Whereas, the late Paul Williams,  Sr. and his wife, Lorena, 1 
distinguished themselves as tenacious and dedicated members of the Navajo 2 
Nation as plaintiffs in the landmark United States Supreme Court case 3 
Williams v. Lee (358 U.S. 217); and 4 

Whereas, the United States Supreme Court accepted the appeal of the 5 
Williams's case and in 1959 unanimously held that state courts do not have 6 
jurisdiction to try a civil case between a non-Indian doing business on a 7 
reservation with tribal members, finding instead that the proper venue is a 8 
tribal court; and 9 

Whereas, Paul and Lorena Williams persisted through numerous appeals in 10 
the state and federal court systems in their effort to affirm the right of 11 
Navajo self-government and to reaffirm Navajo Nation sovereignty as 12 
recognized in the Navajo Treaty of 1868; and 13 

Whereas, displaying exceptional perseverance and conviction, Paul and 14 
Lorena Williams stood against great odds to fight for their belief in tribal 15 
sovereignty, and the Navajo Nation Council recognized them for their efforts 16 
in 2012. 17 
Therefore 18 
Be it resolved by the Senate of the State of Arizona: 19 

That the Members of the Senate honor Paul and Lorena Williams for their 20 
dedicated and steadfast efforts to cherish, protect and exercise their 21 
freedom to govern themselves. 22 
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