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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Title 48, chapter 5, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended 2 

by adding article 4, to read: 3 
ARTICLE 4.  MUNICIPAL FIRE DISTRICTS 4 

48-871.  Municipal fire districts; formation; definition 5 
A.  A MUNICIPAL FIRE DISTRICT SHALL BE FORMED ON APPROVAL OF THE 6 

MAJORITY OF THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS VOTING ON THE RESOLUTION REFERRED BY THE 7 
CITY OR TOWN COUNCIL TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE CITY OR TOWN TO DECIDE 8 
THE QUESTION OF WHETHER TO FORM A MUNICIPAL FIRE DISTRICT.  THE REFERRAL 9 
SHALL BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT AT THE NEXT ELECTION IN WHICH THE ELECTION OF 10 
ONE OR MORE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL WILL OCCUR.    11 

B.  ANY RESOLUTION REFERRING THE QUESTION OF CREATING A MUNICIPAL FIRE 12 
DISTRICT SHALL INCLUDE: 13 

1.  A MAP OF THE AREA TO BE INCLUDED IN THE DISTRICT AND A LIST OF THE 14 
PARCELS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE DISTRICT BY ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBER.  THE MAP 15 
AND LIST OF PARCELS SHALL CONTAIN ALL OF THE AREA WITHIN THE JURISDICTIONAL 16 
BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY OR TOWN. 17 

2.  AN ESTIMATE OF THE ASSESSED VALUATION WITHIN THE PROPOSED DISTRICT. 18 
3.  AN ESTIMATE OF THE PROPERTY TAX RATE PROPOSED TO BE ASSESSED BY THE 19 

DISTRICT IN ITS FIRST YEAR OF OPERATION AS WELL AS AN EXAMPLE OF THE PROPERTY 20 
TAX COST TO BE PAID BY A PROPERTY OWNER ASSUMING THE MEDIAN PARCEL PROPERTY 21 
VALUE. 22 

4.  A LIST AND EXPLANATION OF BENEFITS THAT WILL RESULT FROM THE 23 
PROPOSED DISTRICT. 24 

5.  A DESCRIPTION OF THE ANTICIPATED SCOPE OF SERVICES TO BE PROVIDED 25 
BY THE DISTRICT DURING ITS FIRST FIVE YEARS OF OPERATION.  26 

C.  THE MUNICIPALITY SHALL PRODUCE A PUBLICITY PAMPHLET FOR THE 27 
ELECTION AT WHICH THE REFERRAL WILL BE VOTED ON THAT SHALL INCLUDE A COMPLETE 28 
COPY OF THE RESOLUTION PROPOSING THE CREATION OF THE DISTRICT AND A SAMPLE OF 29 
THE RESOLUTION'S BALLOT LANGUAGE.  AT THE ELECTION, THE BALLOT SHALL CONTAIN 30 
THE FOLLOWING LANGUAGE: 31 

SHALL ____________ CREATE A MUNICIPAL FIRE DISTRICT:   32 
_____ YES   _____ NO. 33 
D.  BEFORE ADOPTING ANY RESOLUTION TO REFER THE QUESTION OF CREATING A 34 

MUNICIPAL FIRE DISTRICT TO THE BALLOT, A CITY OR TOWN SHALL POST A SPECIAL 35 
NOTICE OF THE CONSIDERATION OF THE QUESTION OF THE REFERRAL RESOLUTION IN ALL 36 
LOCATIONS IN WHICH THE MUNICIPALITY REGULARLY POSTS NOTICES INCLUDING ON THE 37 
MUNICIPALITY'S WEBSITE FOR AT LEAST TWO CONSECUTIVE WEEKS BEFORE THE 38 
CONSIDERATION OF THE RESOLUTION.  THE SPECIAL NOTICE SHALL CONTAIN THE DATE, 39 
TIME AND LOCATION AT WHICH THE RESOLUTION WILL BE CONSIDERED AND ALL OF THE 40 
INFORMATION PRESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION B OF THIS SECTION.  THE MUNICIPALITY 41 
SHALL MAIL BY FIRST CLASS MAIL A COPY OF THE SPECIAL NOTICE PRESCRIBED IN 42 
THIS SUBSECTION TO ALL PROPERTY OWNERS WITHIN THE MUNICIPALITY WHOSE PROPERTY 43 
IS CLASSIFIED PURSUANT TO TITLE 42, CHAPTER 12, ARTICLE 1, EXCEPT FOR 44 
PROPERTY CLASSIFIED PURSUANT TO SECTION 42-12003.  THE MUNICIPALITY SHALL 45 
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MAIL THIS NOTICE TO ALL ADDRESSES OF RECORD THAT ARE ON FILE WITH THE COUNTY 1 
TREASURER AND THAT ARE USED FOR THE PURPOSES OF MAILING TAX BILLS. 2 

E.  FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS ARTICLE, "MUNICIPAL FIRE DISTRICT" MEANS A 3 
DISTRICT THAT IS FORMED PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION AND SHALL ENCOMPASS THE 4 
ENTIRE JURISDICTION OF THE CITY OR TOWN, INCLUDING ANY MODIFICATIONS TO THE 5 
BOUNDARIES OF THE CITY OR TOWN, WHICH MAY OCCUR FROM TIME TO TIME.  6 

48-872.  District board governance 7 
THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE MUNICIPALITY SITTING AS THE FIRE DISTRICT 8 

BOARD SHALL GOVERN A FIRE DISTRICT FORMED PURSUANT TO THIS ARTICLE.  9 
48-873.  District board; powers and duties; intergovernmental 10 

agreements; contract; administration 11 
A.  THE BOARD OF A FIRE DISTRICT FORMED PURSUANT TO THIS ARTICLE SHALL: 12 
1.  HOLD PUBLIC MEETINGS AT LEAST ONCE EVERY NINETY DAYS AND AS 13 

NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT ITS POWERS AND DUTIES. 14 
2.  MAINTAIN A WEBSITE FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING ACCESS TO PUBLIC 15 

RECORDS.  THE DISTRICT SHALL POST PERMANENT PUBLIC RECORDS TO ITS WEBSITE. 16 
THE MUNICIPAL WEBSITE MAY SERVE AS THE DISTRICT'S WEBSITE PROVIDED THAT 17 
DISTRICT INFORMATION IS PROMINENTLY LOCATED ON THE MUNICIPAL WEBSITE. 18 

3.  PREPARE AN ANNUAL BUDGET THAT CONTAINS DETAILED ESTIMATED 19 
EXPENDITURES FOR EACH FISCAL YEAR AND THAT CLEARLY SHOWS THE DISTRICT'S 20 
EXPENSES. 21 

4.  POST THE ANNUAL BUDGET IN THREE PUBLIC PLACES AND CAUSE IT TO BE 22 
PUBLISHED IN A NEWSPAPER OF GENERAL CIRCULATION IN THE DISTRICT TWENTY DAYS 23 
BEFORE A PUBLIC HEARING CALLED BY THE BOARD TO ADOPT THE BUDGET.  THE BUDGET 24 
SHALL BE POSTED IN A PROMINENT LOCATION ON THE DISTRICT'S OFFICIAL WEBSITE NO 25 
LATER THAN SEVEN BUSINESS DAYS AFTER THE ESTIMATES OF REVENUES AND EXPENSES 26 
ARE TENTATIVELY ADOPTED. 27 

5.  POST A COMPLETE COPY OF THE APPROVED ESTIMATES OF REVENUES AND 28 
EXPENSES IN A PROMINENT LOCATION ON THE DISTRICT'S OFFICIAL WEBSITE NO LATER 29 
THAN SEVEN BUSINESS DAYS AFTER FINAL ADOPTION. 30 

6.  MAKE COPIES OF THE BUDGET AVAILABLE TO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ON 31 
WRITTEN REQUEST TO THE DISTRICT. 32 

7.  FOLLOWING THE PUBLIC HEARING, ADOPT A BUDGET.  BOTH THE TENTATIVELY 33 
ADOPTED ESTIMATES OF REVENUES AND EXPENSES AND THE BUDGET FINALLY ADOPTED 34 
UNDER THIS SECTION. 35 

8.  FOR AT LEAST SIXTY MONTHS, RETAIN AND MAKE AVAILABLE IN A PROMINENT 36 
LOCATION ON THE DISTRICT'S OFFICIAL WEBSITE. 37 

9.  MAINTAIN AND STORE ALL PERMANENT PUBLIC RECORDS IN THE SAME MANNER 38 
AND PURSUANT TO THE SAME POLICIES AND PROCEDURES AS ARE ADOPTED BY THE 39 
MUNICIPALITY. 40 

10.  APPOINT THE FIRE CHIEF OF THE FIRE SERVICE PROVIDER SELECTED 41 
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 13 OF THIS SUBSECTION, EITHER PUBLIC OR PRIVATE, AS THE 42 
FIRE CHIEF FOR THE DISTRICT. 43 

11.  ADOPT AND ENFORCE THE FIRE CODE ADOPTED BY THE MUNICIPALITY. 44 
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12.  KEEP THREE COPIES OF THE APPLICABLE FIRE CODE, AMENDMENTS AND 1 
REVISIONS ON FILE FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION. 2 

13.  ENTER INTO A CONTRACT OR INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT TO OBTAIN FIRE 3 
AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES FOR THE DISTRICT EXCEPT FOR THOSE SERVICES 4 
THAT ARE REGULATED BY TITLE 36, CHAPTER 21.1, THE BOARD SHALL MAKE A 5 
DETERMINATION WITHIN SIXTY DAYS AFTER THE FORMATION OF THE DISTRICT TO DO 6 
EITHER OF THE FOLLOWING: 7 

(a)  ENTER INTO AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH ANOTHER 8 
MUNICIPALITY TO OBTAIN FIRE AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES. 9 

(b)  ISSUE A REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR PROVIDERS OF FIRE AND EMERGENCY 10 
MEDICAL SERVICES FOR THE DISTRICT AND ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH A PROVIDER 11 
TO OBTAIN THE SPECIFIED SERVICES.  THE DISTRICT SHALL NOT HIRE EMPLOYEES OF 12 
ITS OWN FOR THE PURPOSE OF OBTAINING ANY FIRE AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES. 13 

14.  REQUIRE THAT ANY INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT OR CONTRACT BETWEEN 14 
THE DISTRICT AND A PROVIDER OF FIRE AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES INCLUDE 15 
ALL OF THE FOLLOWING: 16 

(a)  A TERM OF DURATION BETWEEN THREE AND FIVE YEARS. 17 
(b)  A PROVISION SETTING FORTH THE COST OF SERVICE AND PERFORMANCE 18 

CRITERIA. 19 
(c)  AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE RIGHT OF THE MUNICIPALITY TO DETERMINE 20 

THE LOCATION OF FUTURE INFRASTRUCTURE IF THE DISTRICT IS IN THE 21 
MUNICIPALITY'S PLANNING AREA AT THE TIME OF THE EXECUTION OF THE CONTRACT. 22 

15.  ASSESS AND LEVY A SECONDARY PROPERTY TAX TO PAY FOR THE COSTS OF 23 
THE FIRE PROTECTION OR EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES OR BOTH.  A SECONDARY 24 
PROPERTY TAX ASSESSED PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION IS NOT SUBJECT TO THE LEVY 25 
LIMITATION PRESCRIBED BY SECTION 48-807. 26 

16.  DEFEND, INDEMNIFY AND HOLD HARMLESS A MUNICIPAL PROVIDER OR ANY 27 
OTHER PROVIDER OF FIRE AND EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES FROM AND AGAINST ANY 28 
CLAIMS OR EXPENSES TO WHICH IT MAY BE SUBJECTED BY REASON OF INJURY OR DEATH 29 
OF ANY PERSON OR LOSS OR DAMAGE TO ANY PROPERTY DIRECTLY ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE 30 
PROVISION OF THE SERVICES UNLESS THE SERVICES WERE PROVIDED IN A GROSSLY 31 
NEGLIGENT MANNER.  THE FIRE DISTRICT SHALL SECURE LIABILITY INSURANCE 32 
SUFFICIENT TO COVER THESE CLAIMS AND EXPENSES. 33 

B.  THE BOARD OF A FIRE DISTRICT FORMED PURSUANT TO THIS ARTICLE MAY: 34 
1.  CONTRACT FOR ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF SERVICES, IF ANY, DEEMED 35 

NECESSARY OR APPROPRIATE TO CARRY OUT ITS POWERS AND DUTIES. 36 
2.  RETAIN A CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT TO PERFORM AN ANNUAL AUDIT OF 37 

DISTRICT BOOKS. 38 
3.  RETAIN PRIVATE LEGAL COUNSEL. 39 
4.  SUE AND BE SUED. 40 
5.  ACCEPT GIFTS, CONTRIBUTIONS, BEQUESTS AND GRANTS AND COMPLY WITH 41 

ANY REQUIREMENTS OF THOSE GIFTS, CONTRIBUTIONS, BEQUESTS AND GRANTS IF NOT 42 
INCONSISTENT WITH THIS ARTICLE. 43 
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6.  APPROPRIATE AND EXPEND ANNUALLY MONIES AS ARE NECESSARY FOR THE 1 
PURPOSE OF FIRE DISTRICTS BELONGING TO AND PAYING DUES IN AN ASSOCIATION OF 2 
ARIZONA FIRE DISTRICTS AND OTHER PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS OR ENTITIES. 3 

7.  REIMBURSE THE MUNICIPALITY FOR ANY COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 4 
FORMATION OF THE DISTRICT. 5 

8.  OBTAIN ANY OF THE SERVICES PROVIDED FOR IN THIS SUBSECTION FROM THE 6 
MUNICIPALITY AND MAY REIMBURSE THE MUNICIPALITY FOR THOSE SERVICES AT THE 7 
RATES AS MAY BE PROVIDED FOR IN THE DISTRICT'S BUDGET. 8 

C.  THE COUNTY TREASURER SHALL KEEP MONIES RECEIVED FROM TAXES LEVIED 9 
PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION IN A FUND DESIGNATED AS THE FIRE DISTRICT GENERAL 10 
FUND FOR THE DISTRICT FOR WHICH IT WAS COLLECTED.  THE CHAIRPERSON AND CLERK 11 
OF THE DISTRICT BOARD OR THEIR RESPECTIVE DESIGNEES, AS APPLICABLE, SHALL 12 
DRAW WARRANTS ON THE COUNTY TREASURY FOR MONIES REQUIRED TO OPERATE THE 13 
DISTRICT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE BUDGET AND, AS DRAWN, THE WARRANTS SHALL BE 14 
SUFFICIENT TO AUTHORIZE THE COUNTY TREASURER TO PAY FROM THE FIRE DISTRICT 15 
FUND.  MONIES REMAINING IN THE FUND AT THE END OF THE FISCAL YEAR SHALL BE 16 
CREDITED TO THE FIRE DISTRICT GENERAL FUND FOR THE DISTRICT AND SHALL BE USED 17 
FOR THE SUCCEEDING FISCAL YEAR FOR THE PURPOSES FOR WHICH IT WAS COLLECTED. 18 

D.  THE DISTRICT SHALL NOT INCUR ANY DEBT OR LIABILITY IN EXCESS OF 19 
TAXES LEVIED AND TO BE COLLECTED AND THE MONEY ACTUALLY AVAILABLE AND 20 
UNENCUMBERED AT THE TIME IN THE FUND, EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 48-807. 21 
THE DISTRICT SHALL NOT AUTHORIZE OR ISSUE BONDS. 22 

E.  THE DISTRICT SHALL NOT OWN EQUIPMENT OR FACILITIES ASSOCIATED WITH 23 
THE PROVISION OF FIRE OR EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES.   24 
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