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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Section 8-144, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 2 

read: 3 
8-144.  Subsidy agreement; duration; amount; periodic review; 4 

confidentiality 5 
A.  The family entering into subsidized adoption and the department 6 

shall sign a subsidy agreement which shall contain a provision for periodic 7 
review as provided in subsection C of this section before the final decree of 8 
adoption is issued, except as provided in subsection B of this section. 9 
Adoption subsidies may commence with the adoption placement or after the 10 
adoption decree, and will vary with the needs due to the special 11 
circumstances of the adopted child as well as the availability of other 12 
resources. 13 

B.  The adoption subsidy may continue through the age of twenty-one if 14 
the individual is enrolled in and regularly attending school unless the 15 
person has received a high school diploma or certificate of equivalency.  The 16 
subsidy may be for special services only or for money payments, and either 17 
for a limited period or for a long term, or for any combination thereof.  The 18 
amount of the subsidy shall not exceed the payments allowable under foster 19 
family care.  A special service subsidy shall not exceed the reasonable fee 20 
for the service rendered in accordance with costs and procedures for 21 
authorization of services as determined by the department. 22 

C.  There shall be a periodic review which shall take place at least 23 
once a year by the department to determine the appropriateness and 24 
reasonableness of all subsidies and to ascertain the need for continuing or 25 
adjusting the subsidy. 26 

D.  Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection A of this section, an 27 
application may be made and granted on behalf of a child adopted pursuant to 28 
the laws of this state at any time for a new or increased adoption subsidy 29 
upon documentation of an undiagnosed condition which existed before the 30 
finalization of the adoption. 31 

E.  NOTWITHSTANDING ANY LAW TO THE CONTRARY, A CHILD WHO WAS IN THE 32 
CUSTODY OF THE DEPARTMENT AND A WARD OF THE COURT AT THE TIME OF ADOPTION IS 33 
ELIGIBLE FOR BEHAVIORAL HEALTH SERVICES AS THOUGH THE SERVICES ARE 34 
SPECIFICALLY AUTHORIZED BY AN ADOPTION SUBSIDY AGREEMENT, EVEN IF THE 35 
AGREEMENT DOES NOT SPECIFY BEHAVIORAL HEALTH COVERAGE OR A SUBSIDY AGREEMENT 36 
IS NOT IN FORCE FOR THAT CHILD. 37 

E.  F.  All records regarding subsidized adoption shall be confidential 38 
and may be disclosed only in accordance with the rules of the department of 39 
economic security. 40 
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