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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Title 15, chapter 14, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended 2 

by adding article 12, to read: 3 
ARTICLE 12.  G.I. BILL TUITION GAP PROGRAM 4 

15-1897.  Definitions 5 
IN THIS ARTICLE, UNLESS THE CONTEXT OTHERWISE REQUIRES: 6 
1.  "FEDERAL PROGRAM" MEANS THE POST-9/11 VETERANS EDUCATIONAL 7 

ASSISTANCE ACT OF 2008 (P.L. 110-252). 8 
2.  "INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION" OR "INSTITUTION" MEANS EITHER: 9 
(a)  A COMMUNITY COLLEGE UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF A COMMUNITY COLLEGE 10 

DISTRICT IN THIS STATE OR A COMMUNITY COLLEGE THAT IS OWNED, OPERATED OR 11 
CHARTERED BY AN INDIAN TRIBE ON ITS OWN INDIAN RESERVATION.  12 

(b)  A UNIVERSITY UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE ARIZONA BOARD OF 13 
REGENTS. 14 

(c)  A PRIVATE COLLEGE, VOCATIONAL SCHOOL OR UNIVERSITY IN THIS STATE. 15 
3.  "PROGRAM" MEANS THE G.I. BILL TUITION GAP PROGRAM ESTABLISHED 16 

PURSUANT TO THIS ARTICLE. 17 
4.  "QUALIFYING MILITARY VETERAN" MEANS A PERSON WHO MEETS ALL OF THE 18 

FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS: 19 
(a)  IS ELIGIBLE FOR IN-STATE TUITION STATUS PURSUANT TO SECTION 20 

15-1802. 21 
(b)  IS ACCEPTED INTO AN INSTITUTION WITH A COURSE OF STUDY THAT LEADS 22 

TO AN ASSOCIATE'S DEGREE OR A BACHELOR'S DEGREE. 23 
(c)  HAS QUALIFIED FOR THE FEDERAL PROGRAM.  24 
15-1897.01.  G.I. bill tuition gap program; administration 25 

guidelines; G.I. bill tuition gap program fund  26 
A.  BEGINNING IN THE FALL SEMESTER OF 2014, THE COMMISSION FOR 27 

POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION SHALL ESTABLISH A G.I. BILL TUITION GAP PROGRAM TO 28 
SERVE QUALIFYING MILITARY VETERANS WITH TUITION ASSISTANCE AT INSTITUTIONS OF 29 
HIGHER EDUCATION WHEN BENEFITS FOR A QUALIFYING MILITARY VETERAN UNDER THE 30 
FEDERAL PROGRAM ARE NO LONGER AVAILABLE AND THE VETERAN HAS NOT COMPLETED AN 31 
ASSOCIATE'S OR BACHELOR'S DEGREE. 32 

B.  THE COMMISSION SHALL USE THE GUIDELINES IN THIS SECTION TO DEVELOP 33 
POLICIES TO IMPLEMENT AND ADMINISTER THE PROGRAM. 34 

C.  THE COMMISSION SHALL ALLOCATE MONIES APPROPRIATED FOR THE PROGRAM 35 
TO INSTITUTIONS TO PROVIDE GRANTS FOR QUALIFYING MILITARY VETERANS. THE 36 
COMMISSION MAY NOT USE PROGRAM MONIES FOR ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS. 37 

D.  AN INSTITUTION MAY NOT USE MORE THAN THREE PER CENT OF ITS PROGRAM 38 
MONIES FOR ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS. 39 

E.  MONIES RETURNED TO THE COMMISSION PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION G OF THIS 40 
SECTION SHALL BE USED FOR FUTURE ALLOCATIONS TO INSTITUTIONS. 41 

F.  AN INSTITUTION SHALL AWARD PROGRAM GRANTS TO QUALIFYING MILITARY 42 
VETERANS ON AN ANNUAL BASIS BUT SHALL DISTRIBUTE THE MONIES ON A QUARTERLY OR 43 
SEMESTER BASIS, WITH CONTINUING AWARDS CONTINGENT ON THE QUALIFYING MILITARY 44 
VETERAN MAINTAINING SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS AS PRESCRIBED BY THE 45 
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INSTITUTION.  AFTER THE FIRST YEAR OF ENROLLMENT AT AN INSTITUTION, THE 1 
AMOUNT OF THE TUITION CHARGED TO EACH VETERAN SHALL NOT EXCEED THE AMOUNT OF 2 
THE GRANT AWARDED TO THAT VETERAN DURING THE FIRST ACADEMIC YEAR.   3 

G.  AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE ACADEMIC YEAR, MONIES THAT WERE 4 
DISTRIBUTED TO AN INSTITUTION BUT THAT WERE NOT AWARDED TO A QUALIFYING 5 
MILITARY VETERAN OR USED FOR ALLOWED ADMINISTRATIVE PURPOSES SHALL BE 6 
RETURNED TO THE COMMISSION. 7 

H.  A QUALIFYING MILITARY VETERAN MAY RECEIVE A PROGRAM GRANT UNTIL THE 8 
EARLIER OF THE FOLLOWING OCCURS: 9 

1.  THE QUALIFYING MILITARY VETERAN COMPLETES THE REQUIREMENTS FOR AN 10 
ASSOCIATE'S OR BACHELOR'S DEGREE. 11 

2.  THE EXPIRATION OF TWELVE MONTHS FROM THE TIME THAT THE QUALIFYING 12 
MILITARY VETERAN RECEIVES AN INITIAL PROGRAM GRANT. 13 

I.  A QUALIFYING MILITARY VETERAN WHO RECEIVES A PROGRAM GRANT MAY USE 14 
THE GRANT MONIES ONLY TOWARD TUITION AT AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN 15 
THIS STATE. 16 

J.  THE G.I. BILL TUITION GAP PROGRAM FUND IS ESTABLISHED CONSISTING OF 17 
MONIES APPROPRIATED TO THE FUND.  THE COMMISSION FOR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION 18 
SHALL ADMINISTER THE FUND.  MONIES IN THE FUND ARE SUBJECT TO LEGISLATIVE 19 
APPROPRIATION.  THE COMMISSION MAY ACCEPT AND SPEND FEDERAL MONIES AND 20 
PRIVATE GRANTS, GIFTS, CONTRIBUTIONS AND DEVISES TO ASSIST IN CARRYING OUT 21 
THE PURPOSES OF THIS ARTICLE.  THESE MONIES DO NOT REVERT TO THE STATE 22 
GENERAL FUND AT THE END OF A FISCAL YEAR.  23 

15-1897.02.  Program termination 24 
THE PROGRAM ESTABLISHED BY THIS ARTICLE ENDS ON JULY 1, 2023 PURSUANT 25 

TO SECTION 41-3102.  26 
Sec. 2.  Appropriation; G.I. bill tuition gap program 27 
The sum of $250,000 is appropriated from the state general fund in 28 

fiscal year 2013-2014 to the commission for postsecondary education for 29 
deposit in the G.I. bill tuition gap program fund established by section 30 
15-1897.01, Arizona Revised Statutes, as added by this act, for the purpose 31 
of providing grants to qualifying military veterans. 32 
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