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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Repeal

Section 16-192, Arizona Revised Statutes, is repealed.

Sec. 2. Title 16, chapter 1.1, article 1, Arizona Revised Statutes, is
amended by adding a new section 16-192, to read:

16-192. Use of public resources to influence elections;

prohibition; civil penalties; definition

A. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER LAW, THIS STATE AND ALL POLITICAL
SUBDIVISIONS OF THIS STATE, INCLUDING CITIES, TOWNS, COUNTIES, SPECIAL
DISTRICTS, SCHOOLS OR CHARTER SCHOOLS AND ANY PUBLIC AGENCY, DEPARTMENT,
BOARD, COMMISSION, COMMITTEE, COUNCIL OR AUTHORITY SHALL NOT SPEND OR USE
PUBLIC RESOURCES TO INFLUENCE AN ELECTION, INCLUDING THE USE OR EXPENDITURE
OF MONIES, ACCOUNTS, CREDIT, MATERIALS, EQUIPMENT, BUILDINGS, FACILITIES,
VEHICLES, POSTAGE, TELECOMMUNICATIONS, COMPUTER HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE,
WEBPAGES AND PERSONNEL AND ANY OTHER THING OF VALUE OF THE PUBLIC ENTITY.

B. THIS SECTION DOES NOT PROHIBIT:

1. THE USE OF PUBLIC RESOURCES, INCLUDING FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT,
FOR GOVERNMENT SPONSORED MEETINGS, FORUMS OR DEBATES IF THE GOVERNMENT
SPONSOR REMAINS IMPARTIAL AND THE EVENTS ARE PURELY INFORMATIONAL AND PROVIDE
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY TO ALL VIEWPOINTS. THE RENTAL AND USE OF A PUBLIC
FACILITY BY A PRIVATE PERSON OR ENTITY THAT MAY LAWFULLY ATTEMPT TO INFLUENCE
THE OUTCOME OF AN ELECTION IS PERMITTED IF IT DOES NOT OCCUR AT THE SAME TIME
AND PLACE AS A GOVERNMENT SPONSORED EVENT.

2. THE PRESENTATION OF FACTUAL INFORMATION IN A NEUTRAL MANNER FOR THE
PURPOSES OF EDUCATING AND INFORMING VOTERS AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED BY LAW,
INCLUDING INFORMATION ON A BOND, BUDGET, OVERRIDE, CANDIDATE OR OTHER TYPE OF
ELECTION.

C. THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, THE COUNTY ATTORNEY FOR THE COUNTY IN WHICH
AN ALLEGED VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION OCCURS OR ANY RESIDENT OF THE
JURISDICTION THAT IS ALLEGED TO HAVE COMMITTED A VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION
MAY FILE AN ACTION IN THE SUPERIOR COURT TO ENFORCE THIS SECTION.

D. ANY PERSON OR PUBLIC ENTITY THAT KNOWINGLY VIOLATES THIS SECTION OR
THAT KNOWINGLY AIDS ANOTHER PERSON OR PUBLIC ENTITY IN VIOLATING THIS SECTION
IS LIABLE FOR A CIVIL PENALTY OF NOT MORE THAN FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS FOR EACH
VIOLATION. THE COURT ALSO MAY ORDER THE PERSON OR PUBLIC ENTITY IN VIOLATION
TO PAY AN ADDITIONAL PENALTY IN AN AMOUNT THAT EQUALS THE VALUE OF THE PUBLIC
RESOURCES UNLAWFULLY USED. THE CIVIL PENALTIES SHALL BE PAID AS FOLLOWS:

1. FOR CIVIL PENALTIES ORDERED IN AN ACTION FILED BY THE ATTORNEY
GENERAL, TO THE OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL TO DEFRAY THE COSTS OF
ENFORCEMENT.

2. FOR CIVIL PENALTIES ORDERED IN AN ACTION FILED BY THE COUNTY
ATTORNEY, TO THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY TREASURER FOR DEPOSIT INTO THE GENERAL
FUND OF THE COUNTY.

3. FOR CIVIL PENALTIES ORDERED IN AN ACTION FILED BY A RESIDENT OF THE
JURISDICTION IN VIOLATION, TO THE RESIDENT.
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E. THIS SECTION DOES NOT DENY THE CIVIL AND POLITICAL LIBERTIES OF ANY
PERSON AS GUARANTEED BY THE UNITED STATES AND ARIZONA CONSTITUTIONS.

F. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, "INFLUENCE AN ELECTION™ MEANS
SUPPORTING OR OPPOSING A CANDIDATE FOR NOMINATION OR ELECTION TO PUBLIC
OFFICE OR THE RECALL OF A PUBLIC OFFICER OR SUPPORTING OR OPPOSING A BALLOT
MEASURE, QUESTION OR PROPOSITION, INCLUDING ANY BOND, BUDGET OR OVERRIDE
ELECTION AND SUPPORTING OR OPPOSING THE CIRCULATION OF A PETITION FOR THE
RECALL OF A PUBLIC OFFICER OR A PETITION FOR A BALLOT MEASURE, QUESTION OR
PROPOSITION.
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