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ARIZONA STATE SENATE

51ST LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE ON
GOVERNMENT AND ENVIRONMENT

DATE: September 18, 2013 TIME: 1:30 p.m. ROOM: SHR 109
CHAIRMAN: Senator Gail Griffin VICE-CHAIRMAN: Senator Judy Burges
ANALYST: Sharon Langford INTERN:

ASSISTANT COMMITTEE

ANALYST: David Fernandez SECRETARY: Toy Brown

ATTENDANCE BILLS

Committee Members
Senator Begay
Senator Crandell
Senator Farley X
Senator Hobbs

Senator Ward

Senator Burges, Vice-Chairman
Senator Griffin, Chairman

Ab  Ex Bill Number Disposition

x x|

X X X X

PRESENTATIONS

Norman D. James, Fennemore Craig
ESA Overview of Mexican Gray Wolf

Jim deVos, Assistant Director for Wildlife Management
Arizona Game and Fish efforts regarding U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Mexican Wolf Program

Chase Caldwell, Rancher
Overview of the Impact on Ranching

Steve Clark, Arizona Elk Society
Overview of the Impact on Sportsmen

Tommie Martin, Eastern Arizona Coalition of Counties
Overview of the Rural County Perspective

Patrick Bray, Arizona Cattlemen's Association
Overview of Commenting Process and Resolution



Chairman Giriffin called the meeting to order at 1:37 p.m. and attendance was noted.
INTRODUCTION

Senator Griffin introduced Senator Carlyle Begay and welcomed him as a new member of the
Government and Environment Committee.

PRESENTATIONS

Endangered Species Act

Norman D. James, Fennemore Craig, representing Arizona Cattle Growers' Association, gave
an overview of the Mexican Gray Wolf and answered questions posed by the Committee.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Mexican Wolf Program

Jim deVos, Assistant Director, Wildlife Management, Arizona Game and Fish Department,
distributed a packet of information (Attachment A) and gave an overview of the Arizona Game and
Fish efforts regarding U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Mexican Wolf Program. Mr. deVos answered
guestions posed by the Committee.

Impact on Ranching

Chase Caldwell, Rancher, representing himself, gave an overview of the impact of the Mexican
Gray Wolf on ranching and answered questions posed by the Committee.

Arizona Elk Society

Steve Clark, Executive Director, Arizona Elk Society, gave an overview of the impact of the
Mexican Gray Wolf on the sportsmen community.

Eastern Arizona Coalition of Counties

Tommie Martin, County Supervisor, Gila County, Eastern Arizona Coalition of Counties, gave
an overview of the rural county perspective on the Mexican Gray Wolf. Ms. Martin answered
guestions posed by the Committee.

Arizona Cattlemen's Association

Patrick Bray, Arizona Cattlemen's Association, discussed the current situation from the
perspective of the Cattlemen's Association. Mr. Bray answered questions posed by the Committee.

Senator Ward read into the record a letter addressed to the members of the
Government and Environment Committee from Joy Brotherton, Mohave County Supervisor District 4
and Hildy Angius, Mohave County Supervisor District 2 (Attachment B).
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Public Testimony

Barry Weller, Vice-chair, Board of Supervisor, Apache County, distributed a letter addressed to
the members on the Government and Environment Committee (Attachment C). Mr. Weller gave an
overview on the impact of the Mexican Gray Wolf in Apache County and answered questions posed
by the Committee.

Thomas Hulen, representing himself, testified in support of the Mexican Wolf Program and
answered questions posed by the Committee.

Sandy Bahr, Executive Director, Sierra Club, Arizona Grand Canyon Chapter, testified in support
of the reintroduction and recovery of the Mexican Gray Wolf.

Terry B. Johnson, Retired, Policy Advisor to the Director of Arizona Game and Fish,
Endangered Species (Wolf and Jaguar), representing himself, discussed the different
perspectives relating to the Mexican Gray Wolf program.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Senator Burges moved that the Government and Environment Committee
recommend to the full Senate that it approve a resolution expressing the
Legislature's:

Strong opposition to the Mexican Wolf Recovery Program and its
impact on the Arizona economy, including the ranching and hunting
industry;

Demand that the Fish and Wildlife Service hold additional scoping
meetings in the State of Arizona, in the locations that would be
included in the proposed 10(j) area;

Dissatisfaction with the Fish and Wildlife Service's failure to plan
scoping meetings in the state and meaningfully consult with local
government agencies and other stakeholders on the development of its
proposed experimental population rules for the Mexican Wolf.
The motion CARRIED with a voice vote.

Public Testimony

Pascal Berlioux, Executive Director, Eastern Arizona Counties Organization, gave an overview
of the counties and the Mexican Gray Wolf Program.

Senator Griffin submitted a letter for the record from Ms. Wink Crigler, X Diamond Ranch, regarding
the Mexican Wolf (Attachment D).

Senator Griffin stated that she has submitted her own comments to the Fish and Wildlife Service.
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There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:54 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Toy Brown
Committee Secretary

(Audio recordings and attachments on file in the Secretary of Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio
archives are available at http://www.azsenate.gov).
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