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Chairman Yee called the meeting to order at 9:37 a.m. and attendance was noted. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Yee stated that without objection, the minutes of January 31, 2013 were 
approved.  

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1285 – handbook; educational options – HELD 
 
Senator Yee stated that SB 1285 would be HELD. 
 
SB 1451 – alternative teacher development program; appropriation – HELD 
 
Senator Yee stated that SB 1451 would be HELD. 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
State of Education  
 
John Huppenthal, Superintendent of Public Instruction, gave an overview of the Department of 
Education.  Superintendent Huppenthal answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
SB 1208 – pilot; foster care tuition waiver – DO PASS 
 
Kody Kelleher, Education Committee Analyst, explained SB 1208. 
 
Senator Driggs, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1208. 
 
Sarah Purcell, Director, Institute Operations, Class for Valley Leadership, representing herself, 
testified in support of SB 1208. 
 
Matt Beckler, VP Tax - Apollo Group, Valley Leadership, testified in support of SB 1208. 
 
Chris Spiva, former foster youth, representing himself, testified in support of SB 1208. 
 
Monique Gilliam, Alumni, representing herself, testified in support of SB 1208. 
 
Paul Blavin, representing himself, testified in support of SB 1208. 
 
Luis De La Cruz, representing himself, testified in support of SB 1208. 
 
Senator Crandell noted the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Crandell moved SB 1208 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 8-0-1 (Attachment 1). 

 
Senators Bradley, Crandall, Landrum Taylor, Murphy and Ward explained their vote. 
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SB 1239 – technology-based reading intervention – DO PASS 
 
Kody Kelleher, Education Committee Analyst, explained SB 1239 and answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
Senator Melvin distributed a handout entitled "Our biggest threat: failure to educate our children" 
(Attachment B). 
 
Susan Preator, Founder, Imagine Learning, representing herself, testified in support of SB 1239 
and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Stacey Morley, Director, Policy Development & Government Relations, Arizona Department of 
Education, testified as neutral and expressed concerns with SB 1239 and answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
Senator Crandell noted the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Crandell moved SB 1239 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-2-1 (Attachment 2). 

 
Senators Bradley, Crandall, Landrum Taylor, Murphy, Ward and Crandell explained their votes. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:27 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Shelley Ponce 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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