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ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fifty-first Legislature – First Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON RULES 

 
Minutes of Meeting 

Tuesday, April 30, 2013 
House Hearing Room 4  --  1:00 p.m. 

 
 
Chairman Robson called the meeting to order at 1:02 p.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mr. Gowan Mr. Tobin Mr. Gray, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Hale Mr. Wheeler Mr. Robson, Chairman 
Mr. Quezada   
 

Members Absent 
 
Mr. Farnsworth  Mr. Mesnard (excused)  
 

Committee Action 
 
SB1178, SB1272, SB1450 and SB1454 – C&P (7-0-0-2) 

 
Vice-Chairman Gray moved that SB1178, SB1272, SB1450 and SB1454 are 
constitutional and in proper form. 
 

Don Jansen, Rules Attorney, stated that it is the opinion of Rules Counsel that these 
measures are constitutional and in proper form.  Mr. Jansen commented that SB1178 has 
more protections for religious exercise than are required by the First Amendment of the 
United States Constitution.  States are allowed to add more protections.  Mr. Jansen 
stated that there is a Floor amendment that would make significant changes to the 
Judiciary Committee amendment.  The Floor amendment would: 
 

• re-insert the word substantially, 
• re-insert the words in furtherance of, 
• remove the new definition of burdens, 
• remove the new definition of compelling governmental interests. 

 
Chairman Robson questioned the effect of the bill  without the Floor amendment.   
Mr. Jansen replied that the bill without the Floor amendment is not unconstitutional,  
but uses terms subject to interpretation that could greatly expand the rights of  
free exercise of religion. 
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In response to Mr. Wheeler’s question on inclusion of  the Floor amendment,  Mr. Jansen 
commented that it allows free exercise of religion claims or defenses in private lawsuits 
among private parties. 
 
Mr. Hale asked what this means in terms of the use of peyote as a religious sacrament in 
Native American churches and ceremonies, such as sweat lodges.  Mr. Jansen stated that 
if those practices are currently legal under freedom of religion laws, this bill would not 
remove religious rights in any respect. 
 

Question was called on the motion that SB1178, SB1272, SB1450 
and SB1454  are constitutional and in proper form.   The motion carried  
by a roll call vote of 7-0-0-2 (Attachment 1). 

 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 1:19 p.m. 

 
 

_____________________________________________ 
   Iris McMahon, Committee Secretary 
   May 3, 2013 
 
 
(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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