
  

 
   COMMITTEE ON REFORM AND HUMAN SERVICES 
   March 14, 2013 

ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fifty-first Legislature – First Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON REFORM AND HUMAN SERVICES 

 
Minutes of Meeting 

Thursday, March 14, 2013 
House Hearing Room 1  --  9:00 a.m. 

 
 
Chairman Montenegro called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Ms. Dalessandro Mr. Mendez Ms. Townsend, Vice-Chairman 
Mrs. Gonzales Mr. Seel Mr. Montenegro, Chairman 
Mrs. Lesko Mr. Smith  
 

Members Absent 
 
None   
 

Committee Action 
 
SB1236 – DP (7-0-0-1) SB1375 – HELD 
SB1341 – DPA (8-0-0-0) SB1442 – DP (7-0-0-1) 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB1375 - behavioral health services; dependent children – HELD 
 

Chairman Montenegro announced that HB2074 will be held. 
 
SB1442 - medical marijuana; child care facilities – DO PASS  
 

Vice-Chairman Townsend moved that SB1442 do pass. 
 
Maritza Heras, Majority Intern, explained that SB1442 transfers and renumbers current law that 
prohibits the use or possession of marijuana in a child care facility from the child care statutes to 
the medical marijuana statutes.  The bill also contains a proposition 105 clause (Attachment 1). 
 
Senator Kimberly Yee, sponsor, stated that SB1442 is a technical bill that will remedy the 
insertion of medical marijuana policy language in the wrong section of statute. 
 
 
 



 
  COMMITTEE ON REFORM AND HUMAN SERVICES 
  March 14, 2013 2

Kimberly MacEachern, Staff Attorney, Arizona Prosecuting Attorneys' Advisory Council, 
testified in support of SB1442, stating that last year’s legislation to clarify that a person cannot 
have medical marijuana at a daycare center was placed in the licensing section of statutes rather 
than in the Arizona Medical Marijuana Act (AMAA) statutes. 
 

Question was called on the motion that SB1442 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 7-0-0-1 (Attachment 2). 

 
SB1236 - domestic relations committee; membership – DO PASS 
 

Vice-Chairman Townsend moved that SB1236 do pass. 
 
Maritza Heras, Majority Intern, advised that SB1236 modifies the composition of the Domestic 
Relations Committee (DRC), specifies that the custodial, noncustodial and joint custody parent 
positions on the DRC must consist of a mother and a father of minor children and requires the 
DRC to consist of not one but two domestic relations attorneys: one appointed by the Governor 
and the other by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.  The member appointed by the Chief 
Justice must be employed by an Arizona nonprofit organization that is funded by the Legal 
Services Corporation to represent exclusively indigent persons (Attachment 3). 
 
Senator Adam Driggs, sponsor, stated that the purpose of this bill is to bring a diverse 
perspective to the DRC. 
 
Susan Cannata, William E. Morris Institute for Justice, testified in support of SB1236, advising 
that the DRC voted on and approved these changes.  She said that former Senator Linda Gray 
proposed SB1247 – membership; domestic relations committee last year.  The bill went through 
the Senate unanimously but when the bill was in the House of Representatives it was not heard 
on Third Reading. 
 
Vice-Chairman Townsend questioned the reason SB1247 was not heard.  Ms. Cannata responded 
there were a handful of bills that were not heard last year but the reason had nothing to do with 
the content of the bills. 
 
Vice-Chairman Townsend announced the names of those who signed up in support of SB1236 
but did not speak: 
Ellen Katz, Litigation Director, William E. Morris Institute for Justice 
 

Question was called on the motion that SB1236 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 7-0-0-1 (Attachment 4). 

 
SB1341 - vulnerable adults; financial exploitation – DO PASS AMENDED 
 

Vice-Chairman Townsend moved that SB1341 do pass. 
 

Ingrid Garvey, Majority Senior Research Analyst, explained that SB1341 specifies that a 
vulnerable adult is not exploited if the person’s assets are transferred for the primary purpose of 
obtaining or maintaining eligibility for benefits under the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment 
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System (AHCCCS), Supplement Security Income (SSI), Medicaid, Medicare or Veterans’ 
Administration (VA) Programs (Attachment 5). 
 
In response to a question, Ms. Garvey summarized the eligibility for the Arizona Long Term 
Care System (ALTCS) program and explained what is and is not permitted under the vulnerable 
adult statutes. 
 

Vice-Chairman Townsend moved that the Montenegro two-line amendment 
dated 3/12/13 (Attachment 6) be adopted. 

 
Ms. Garvey advised that the Montenegro two-line amendment dated 3/12/13 (Attachment 6) 
removes the phrase “for the primary purpose of”. 
 
Senator Adam Driggs, sponsor, advised Members that this legislation was transferred to the 
Governor last session and vetoed due to language the Montenegro amendment removes.  He said 
the bill does not affect the AHCCCS or ALTCS programs but fixes a potential conflict the 
vulnerable adult statute created for caregivers.   
 
Eric MacDonald, Attorney, representing self, testified in support of SB1341, stating his 
experience in elder law and with ALTCS and VA benefits.  He said SB1341 is a clarification bill 
that will remove a couple’s fear of violating the vulnerable adult statue when applying for 
programs such as ALTCS.  The bill remedies a situation where married couples are 
contemplating breaking their union of marriage in order to apply for public benefits and will 
reduce the number of court cases filed by patients ensuring the “well spouse” is protected. 
 
In response to a question, Mr. MacDonald explained appropriate asset transfers and provided an 
example. 
 
Vice-Chairman Townsend announced the names of those who signed up in support of SB1341 
but did not speak: 
Don Isaacson, LeadingAge Arizona 
Susan Cannata, The Arc of Arizona 
 

Question was called on the motion that the Montenegro two-line amendment 
dated 3/12/13 (Attachment 6) be adopted.  The motion carried. 
 
Vice-Chairman Townsend moved that SB1341 as amended do pass.  The 
motion carried by a roll call vote of 8-0-0-0 (Attachment 7). 

 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 9:24 a.m. 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
Abby Selvey, Committee Secretary 
April 26, 2013 
 

(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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