
  

 
  COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY, MILITARY 
 AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
   March 13, 2013 

ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fifty-first Legislature – First Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY, MILITARY 

AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
 

Minutes of Meeting 
Wednesday, March 13, 2013 

House Hearing Room 3  --  10:00 a.m. 
 
 
Chairman Pierce called the meeting to order at 10:06 a.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mr. Borrelli Mr. Livingston Mr. Mitchell, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Cardenas Ms. Peshlakai Mr. Pierce J, Chairman 
Mr. Farnsworth   
 

Members Absent 
 
Mr. Gallego   
 

Committee Action 
 
SB1052 - DP (7-0-0-1) SB1408 - DP (7-0-0-1) 
SB1128 - DP (7-0-0-1) SB1440 - DP (5-2-0-1) 
SB1282 - DP (5-2-0-1)  
 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB1282 - countywide fire districts(now: countywide fire districts; study committee) - DO 

PASS 
 
Courtney McKinstry, Majority Research Analyst, advised that SB1282 is an emergency measure 
that establishes a study committee on countywide fire districts, and outlines membership and 
responsibilities (Attachment 1). 
 
Senator Chester Crandell, sponsor, spoke of problems in special taxing districts, particularly in 
fire districts.  He said he believes it is time to form a study committee to look at different issues 
to improve fire districts, such as expansion, control, state funding, etc. 
 
Vice-Chairman Mitchell announced the names of those who signed up in support of SB1282 but 
did not speak: 
John Flynn, Arizona Fire District Association 
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Vice-Chairman Mitchell moved that SB1282 do pass.  The motion carried by 
a roll call vote of 5-2-0-1 (Attachment 2). 

 
SB1128 - technical correction; college savings plan(now: Tuskegee airmen commemoration 

day) - DO PASS 
 
Alesandro Norton, Majority Intern, stated that SB1128 establishes the fourth Thursday of March 
of each year as Tuskegee Airmen Commemoration Day to commemorate the more than 15,000 
men and women involved in the Army Air Corps program to train African Americans to fly and 
maintain combat aircraft (Attachment 3). 
 
David Toliver, Vice President, Archer-Ragsdale Arizona Chapter of the Tuskegee Airmen, Inc., 
in support of SB1128, introduced Chapter members of the Tuskegee Airmen, Inc.  He related 
that the average age of the Tuskegee airmen is 88 years old.  The purpose of this legislation is to 
have these veterans remembered and their legacy celebrated.  When this legislation was first 
proposed, there were nine Tuskegee airmen residing in the State of Arizona; today there are 
seven.  Because of the accomplishments, contributions and sacrifices of the Tuskegee airmen, the 
Chapter hopes that Members will make this bill a reality. 
 
Richard Toliver, President/CEO, Archer-Ragsdale Arizona Chapter of the Tuskegee Airmen, 
Inc., testified in support of SB1128.  He stated that because of the contributions made by the 
Tuskegee airmen in defense of freedom, they are recognized throughout the world.  Their legacy 
is one of which Americans can be proud.  This bill continues that legacy so that young people 
can better understand the heritage and history of these contributions and carry them forward into 
the future. 
 
Vice-Chairman Mitchell announced the names of those who signed up in support of SB1128 but 
did not speak: 
David Hampton, Public Information Officer, Arizona Department of Veterans' Services 
 

Vice-Chairman Mitchell moved that SB1128 do pass.  The motion carried by 
a roll call vote of 7-0-0-1 (Attachment 4). 

 
SB1440 - medical marijuana; advertising; labeling - DO PASS 
 
Alexander Maynard, Majority Staff Intern, explained that HB1440 requires the Department of 
Health Services (DHS) to revoke a registration certificate of a nonprofit medical marijuana 
dispensary that dispenses medical marijuana that is packaged or advertised in a way that 
misbrands or states that its use is for anything other than for its intended medical use 
(Attachment 5).  The bill also mandates that any package of medical marijuana must be white, 
opaque, and any labeling must use only black text on a white background.  Additionally, the bill 
contains a Proposition 105 clause. 
 
Senator Kimberly Yee, sponsor, stated that the intent of this bill is about consumer protection 
and public safety.  She said she learned this past year that there are edible products now on 
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shelves, such as brownies, candy, ice cream, etc., that contain marijuana.  The problem is that 
there is no current law mandating that these products be labeled as containing marijuana.      
 
Mr. Cardenas asked whether the products containing marijuana come from a dispensary 
regulated by DHS.  Senator Yee answered that once the product leaves the dispensary, there is no 
control.  Mr. Cardenas read a statement from DHS on labeling medical marijuana as being 
addictive and containing carcinogens that can lead to increased risk for cancer.  He wondered 
whether this bill will address the problem.  Senator Yee commented that the dispensaries are not 
the only ones selling the products.  She noted that the DHS statement is not current law, it is a 
Department rule that does not indicate that a label be put on an edible product.  Mr. Cardenas 
said that the voters gave the rulemaking authority to DHS.  He again questioned the need for this 
bill and said it takes away the Department's authority to do the job given to it by the voters.  
Senator Yee said she believes this bill is important because a statute can provide for penalties. 
 
Kimberly MacEachern, Staff Attorney, Arizona Prosecuting Attorneys’ Advisory Council, 
testified in support of SB1440.  She explained that this bill addresses products in the marketplace 
that resemble candy, soda, etc., that are branded in such a way that is misleading.  The intent of 
the Medical Marijuana Act is to provide the medical aspects of marijuana to cardholders.  This 
legislation conforms the packaging with the requirements that are in the federal regulations for 
packaging of medicine. 
 
Mark McClain, representing self, in favor of SB1440, stated that he is a former law enforcement 
officer who often spoke to students about drugs and was exclusively involved in drug 
investigations for the past four years.  He showed photos of products containing marijuana that 
are being sold at the retail level that are not labeled as such.  He said his intent is to ensure that 
these products are identifiable as containing marijuana. 
 
Vice-Chairman Mitchell announced the names of those who signed up in support of SB1440 but 
did not speak: 
David Landrith, Vice President of Policy & Political Affairs, Arizona Medical Association 
Kathleen Mayer, Deputy Pima County Attorney, Pima County Attorney's Office 
 
In reply to Mr. Cardenas' comments, Senator Yee advised that she is sponsoring several medical 
marijuana bills this Session; this legislation is a first start to ensuring consumer protection.  This 
bill addresses products outside of medical dispensaries that children can access. 
 

Vice-Chairman Mitchell moved that SB1440 do pass.  The motion carried by 
a roll call vote of 5-2-0-1 (Attachment 6). 

 
SB1052 - special detainer actions; summons; time - DO PASS 
 
Courtney McKinstry, Majority Research Analyst, explained that SB1052 specifies that a tenant is 
deemed to have received the summons in a special detainer action if the summons is posted on 
the tenant's door and sent by certified mail within one court date of issuance (Attachment 7). 
 
Vince Roberts, Vice President, Arizona Constables Association, testified in support of SB1052.  
He stated that this bill is a cost-savings measure for the counties.  He explained the current 
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process of serving the summons and how this legislation will save money on gas mileage, 
vehicle expenses, etc. 
 
Vice-Chairman Mitchell announced the names of those who signed up in support of SB1052 but 
did not speak: 
Jen Sweeney, Deputy Director, Arizona Association of Counties 
Philip Hazlett, President, Arizona Constables Association 
Mary Dorgan, Constable, Pima County Constables 
David Lester, Constable, Pima County Constables 
Ray Brown, Constable, Pima County Constables 
Jim Driscoll, Constable, Pima County Constables 
Marge Cummings, Constable, Pima County Constables  
Bennet Bernal, Constable, Pima County Constables 
Frank Fontes, Constable, Pima County Constables 
 

Vice-Chairman Mitchell moved that SB1052 do pass.  The motion carried by 
a roll call vote of 7-0-0-1 (Attachment 8). 

 
SB1408 - fingerprint clearance cardholders; background checks(now: fingerprint clearance 

card; adoption) - DO PASS 
 
Alesandro Norton, Majority Intern, advised that SB1408 mandates that a fingerprint clearance 
card satisfies the requirement for a state and federal criminal records check related to a social 
study conducted prior to an adoption hearing (Attachment 9). 
 
Mr. Livingston noted that this legislation changes the current requirement for two fingerprint 
clearance cards to one fingerprint clearance card; it makes the process easier for foster families. 
 
Vice-Chairman Mitchell announced the names of those who signed up as neutral on SB1408 but 
did not speak: 
John Wentling, representing self 
Amy Love, Legislative Intern, Administrative Office of the Court 
 

Vice-Chairman Mitchell moved that SB1408 do pass.  The motion carried by a roll 
call vote of 7-0-0-1 (Attachment 10). 

 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 10:48 a.m. 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Joanne Bell, Committee Secretary 
       May 2, 2013 
 
(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Chief Clerk’s Office; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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