ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Fifty-first Legislature — First Regular Session

COMMITTEE ON FEDERALISM
AND FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

Minutes of Meeting
Tuesday, March 12, 2013
House Hearing Room 1 -- 2:00 p.m.

Chairman Olson called the meeting to order at 2:44 p.m. and attendance was noted by the
secretary.

M ember s Present
Mr. Contreras Mrs. Lesko Mr. Smith, Vice-Chairman
Mr. Gowan Mr. Sedl Mr. Olson, Chairman
Mr. Larkin Mr. Wheeler

Members Absent

None

Committee Action

SCR1016 - DP (5-3-0-0)

CONSIDERATION OF BILL

SCR1016 —rejection of unconstitutional federal actions — DO PASS

Vice-Chairman Smith moved that SCR1016 do pass.

Paul Benny, Majority Research Analyst, explained that SCR1016 proposes an amendment to the
Arizona Constitution. If approved by the voters, the resolution will constitutionally permit the
state to exercise its sovereign authority to restrict the actions of personnel and the use of financial
resources to purposes that are consistent with the Constitution by either; passing an initiative or
referendum, enacting legislation or through lega means. If the state exercises its sovereign
authority pursuant to the aforementioned methods, the resolution will constitutionally prohibit
the state from using any personnel or financial resources to enforce, administer, or cooperate
with afederal action or program (Attachment 1).

Senator Chester Crandéll, sponsor, stated SCR1016 is another tool in the tool box for the state of
Arizona and deferred questions and commentsto Mr. Paton and Mr. Biltis.
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Jonathon Paton, representing self, spoke in favor of SCR1016 and gave examples of court cases
that support what this legislation will do. Whether the state chooses to enact this law by a
popular vote of the people or by the process of the Legidature, it puts a system in place. The
amendment will outline that the federal government cannot force the state to use its resources or
commandeer a state to evoke actions in support of afederal law.

Mr. Paton answered Chairman Olson’s question as to the creation, implementation, and
enforcement of this legidation. He addressed Members concerns as to the decision of
constitutionality and nullification issues.

Jack Biltis, representing self, testified in support of SCR1016 and explained the process of
educating the voters on this resolution when it reaches the ballot. Campaigns and fundraisers
will be held and flyers will be distributed in order to promote this system of checks and balances.
He stated that SCR1016 creates an organized mechanism to utilize state’s rights but does not
prohibit the federal government from doing their job.

Discussion ensued as to the specifics of the amendment, the powers of the federal government,
past legislation and the bipartisan support for SCR1016. At the request of Mr. Larkin, Mr. Biltis
explained the survey process used to gather responses from voters.

Mr. Wheeler expressed that the present system of checks and balances, through the courts, is
working and SCR1016 is unnecessary and alittle extreme.

Leonard Clark, representing self, registered as neutral on SCR1016 but, after hearing the
discussion, testified against SCR1016.

Vice-Chairman Smith announced the names of those who signed up in support of SCR1016 but
did not speak:

Buffalo Rick Galeener, representing self

Dave Kopp, Manager, Arizona Citizens Defense League, Incorporated

Vice-Chairman Smith announced the names of those who signed up in opposition to SCR1016
but did not speak:

Ken Bierman, representing self

Donald Begalke, representing self

Sandy Bahr, Conservation Director, Sierra Club Grand Canyon, Arizona Chapter

Peter Bengtson, representing self

Brian Clymer, Attorney, representing self

Question was called on the motion that SCR1016 do pass. The motion
carried by aroll call vote of 5-3-0-0 (Attachment 2).
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Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m.

Tracey Gardner, Committee Secretary
April 22,2013

Origina minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk; video archives
available at http://www.azleg.gov)
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