
  

 
  COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY, MILITARY 
 AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
   March 6, 2013 

ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fifty-first Legislature – First Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY, MILITARY 

AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
 

Minutes of Meeting 
Wednesday, March 6, 2013 

House Hearing Room 3  --  10:00 a.m. 
 
 
Chairman Pierce called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mr. Borrelli Mr. Livingston Mr. Mitchell, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Cardenas Ms. Peshlakai Mr. Pierce J, Chairman 
Mr. Farnsworth   
 

Members Absent 
 
Mr. Gallego (excused)   
 

Committee Action 
 
SB1088 - DP (7-0-0-1) SB1324 - DP (7-0-0-1) 
SB1234 - DP (7-0-0-1) SCR1015 - DP (5-2-0-1) 
SB1237 - DP (7-0-0-1)  
 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SCR1015 - support; second amendment - DO PASS 
 
Alesandro Norton, Majority Intern, explained that SCR1015 expresses the Legislature’s support 
of the rights provided by the Second Amendment of the United States Constitution and rejects 
the consideration of new legislation that would infringe on such rights (Attachment 1). 
 
Senator Gail Griffin, sponsor, conveyed that this resolution is time-sensitive considering things 
that are happening in today’s world.  SCR1015 sends a message to the U.S. Congress asking for 
the right to guarantee and reject any consideration of new legislation that will infringe on the 
rights to keep and bear arms.  In response to questions, she said she represents the border 
community where people, on a daily basis, protect themselves from 20 to 30 people in their 
backyards with large capacity weapons.  The problem with individuals who act irresponsibly and 
have mental health issues should be addressed separately. 
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Vice-Chairman Mitchell announced the names of those who signed up in support of SCR1015 
but did not speak: 
Dave Kopp, Manager, Arizona Citizens Defense League, Inc.  
Gary Christensen, Arizona State Rifle and Pistol Association 
 

Vice-Chairman Mitchell moved that SCR1015 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 5-2-0-1 (Attachment 2).   
 

SB1234 - victim compensation fund; use - DO PASS 
 
Alesandro Norton, Majority Intern, explained that SB1234 removes the requirement that the 
County Attorney Victim Compensation Fund be used specifically for medical, counseling, 
funeral expenses and lost wages of crime victims (Attachment 3).   
 
Representative Adam Driggs, sponsor, related that the intent of SB1234 is to expand the scope of 
utilization of the funds, giving discretion to individuals who decide how the money is spent. 
 
George Diaz, Principal, Arizona Criminal Justice Commission (ACJC), in support of SB1234, 
stated the program is for victims of criminally injurious conduct and the account is for the payor 
of last resort, which includes funeral expenses, crime scene cleanup, medical costs, wages lost, 
etc.  There are five other funds so this bill makes the Fund consistent with those.  In response to 
questions, he related that the funds are limited by rule and overseen by the Commission 
members.   
 
Vice-Chairman Mitchell announced the names of those who signed up in support of SB1234 but 
did not speak: 
Kimberly MacEachern, Staff Attorney, Arizona Prosecuting Attorneys' Advisory Council  
Jen Sweeney, Deputy Director, Arizona Association of Counties  
Kathleen Mayer, Deputy Pima County Attorney, Pima County Attorney's Office  
John Thomas, Arizona Association of Chiefs of Police  
Art Harding, Legislative Affairs Director, Attorney General's Office 
 

Vice-Chairman Mitchell moved that SB1234 do pass.  The motion carried by 
a roll call vote of 7-0-0-1 (Attachment 4).   
 

SB1237 - guardianships; conservatorships; transfer - DO PASS 
 
Alesandro Norton, Majority Intern, explained that SB1237 modifies the procedure for Arizona 
courts to transfer a guardianship or conservatorship to another state (Attachment 5).   
 
Senator Adam Driggs, sponsor, deferred testimony to Bridget Swartz. 
 
Bridget Swartz, Attorney, Arizona Chapter, National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys 
(NAELA), spoke in support of SB1237.  She related that the Academy was a proponent of the 
original legislation last year and, after a year, a technical error was found, so Senator Driggs was 
asked to amend the provision. 
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Mr. Farnsworth asked how this is a technical error; it is actually a change in procedure where a 
notice and a hearing are no longer required.  Ms. Swartz responded that the legislation mirrors 
the Uniform Adult Guardianship and Protective Proceedings Jurisdiction Act and, unfortunately, 
the original legislation did not do so.  What happens is that the protected person moves, and it 
has been determined that it is better to have the guardianship or conservatorship transferred to 
another state.  SB1237 allows initiation of that proceeding without a final order having to be 
entered in Arizona first, so there is more protection.  With this bill, a transfer can be 
contemplated only upon receiving a provisional order from the other jurisdiction.  She 
acknowledged that the guardian or conservator makes the request of both jurisdictions, which 
facilitates collaboration between the two courts.  Before this legislation, families were required 
to initiate entirely new proceedings, whether in Arizona or another jurisdiction, and incur the 
cost when it was already entertained by the originating jurisdiction. 
 
Mr. Farnsworth expressed concern that the bill reduces the procedural protections in Arizona.  
He questioned how many petitions have been granted.  Ms. Swartz replied that current legislation 
requires the other jurisdiction to enter a final order before the court will permit the transfer, 
which is actually less protected.  Petitions requesting a transfer from another jurisdiction to 
Arizona have been granted, but because of the “catch 22” provision in the original legislation, 
she does not know if any transfers to another jurisdiction have been granted. 
 

Vice-Chairman Mitchell moved that SB1237 do pass.  The motion carried by 
a roll call vote of 7-0-0-1 (Attachment 6).   
 

SB1324 - critical infrastructure; information disclosure - DO PASS 
 
Courtney McKinstry, Majority Research Analyst, explained that SB1324 expands the exemption 
from public disclosure to include certain critical infrastructure and key resource information 
(Attachment 7).   
 
Senator Chester Crandell, sponsor, related that this was brought to him due to concerns about 
critical infrastructure and other items, and public disclosure. 
 
Jeff Gray, Legislative Liaison, City of Phoenix, testified in support of SB1324.  He indicated that 
critical infrastructure information is provided to the Department of Public Safety (DPS) that is 
currently protected; however, if an entity provides information, for example, to the Arizona 
Department of Water Resources, such as critical infrastructure and well site locations, it could be 
used for various purposes.  This bill states that information provided to other state agencies is 
also protected.  He worked with stakeholders, DPS and other groups to make sure there are no 
legal concerns.   
 
Jill Kipnes, Irrigation & Electrical Districts Association of Arizona, spoke in support of SB1324.  
She said federal law stipulates that the Department of Energy and the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission is in charge of protecting electrical utility-related critical infrastructure information; 
however, these federal agencies assume that public power utilities protect the information, which 
is not possible without the public record shield this bill provides.  Utilities are exposed to federal 
civil fines and, even prosecution, if the information is not protected.  
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Vice-Chairman Mitchell announced the names of those who signed up in support of SB1324 but 
did not speak: 
Robert Lynch, Legal Assistant, Irrigation & Electrical Districts Association of Arizona 
Gretchen Kitchel, Senior Public Affairs Representative, Salt River Project 
 

Vice-Chairman Mitchell moved that SB1324 do pass.  The motion carried by 
a roll call vote of  7-0-0-1 (Attachment 8).   
 

SB1088 - constables; prohibited acts - DO PASS 
 
Courtney McKinstry, Majority Research Analyst, explained that SB1088 prohibits constables 
from acting as private process servers or owning a related business (Attachment 9). 
 
Trey Williams, Legislative Liaison, Arizona Association of Counties, spoke in support of 
SB1088.  He indicated that this is a bill from constables in all 15 counties as a precautionary 
measure.  There has been a problem in the past where a constable was serving processes through 
his/her private business, so this bill mitigates that conflict of interest.   In response to a question, 
he acknowledged that the bill only applies while constables are duly-elected or appointed. 
 

Vice-Chairman Mitchell moved that SB1088 do pass.  The motion carried by 
a roll call vote of 7-0-0-1 (Attachment 10). 
 

Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 10:37 a.m. 
 
 
 
      _______________________________ 
      Linda Taylor, Committee Secretary 
      April 15, 2013 
            
(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Chief Clerk’s Office; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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