
  

 
  COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION AND 
 WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
   March 6, 2013 

ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fifty-first Legislature – First Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION AND 

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
 

Minutes of Meeting 
Wednesday, March 6, 2013 

House Hearing Room 1  -- 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
Chairman Dial called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Ms. Alston Mr. Saldate Mr. Orr, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Coleman Mr. Stevens Mr. Dial, Chairman 
Mr. Larkin Mr. Thorpe  
 

Members Absent 
 
None   
 

Committee Action 
 
SB1443 – DP (6-2-0-0)  
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILL 
 
SB1443 - marijuana; postsecondary education; medical research – DO PASS 
 

Chairman Dial moved that SB1443 do pass. 
 
Brooke White, Majority Research Analyst, explained that SB1443 allows medical research 
projects involving marijuana to be conducted on a public university, college, community college 
or postsecondary education institution campus under certain conditions (Attachment 1).  
 
Senator Kimberly Yee, sponsor, related that last year the Legislature passed legislation 
prohibiting any medical marijuana on the premise of any college campus.  When voters passed 
the Arizona Medical Marijuana Act, medical marijuana began being used across the state for 
medicinal purposes.  The University of Arizona applied for a federal research grant to study 
marijuana at the University, however previous legislation prohibits this.  She stated that the intent 
of the bill is to allow universities to conduct specific medical research on marijuana. 
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Timothy Bee, Associate Vice President, State Relations, University of Arizona, testified in 
support of SB1443.  He explained that while supporting the ban of medical marijuana on college 
campuses last year, he was unaware that it would impact what is already permitted by federal 
regulation for medical research.  This bill clarifies that statute prohibiting the use or possession 
of marijuana on any public university does not prohibit medical research projects involving 
marijuana that are conducted on campus.   
 
Mr. Stevens questioned the necessity for additional marijuana research when organizations such 
as the Center for Medicinal Cannabis Research have been researching this since the 1990s. 
 
Sue Sisley, M.D., University of Arizona College of Medicine (UA), representing self, appeared 
as neutral on SB1443 and stated that she believes the Center for Medicinal Cannabis Research 
does not conduct the same type of research done by UA. 
 
Sara Presler, CEO, Maricopa County Medical Society, testified in support of SB1443, stressing 
the importance of removing barriers to allow for research.  She advised that the UA will conduct 
a study targeting Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and military veterans.  This bill merely 
reflects a correction to permit for rigorous scientific, university, United States Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) and Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) research. 
 
Discussion ensued on the numerous types of studies conducted on medical marijuana, the right to 
research on a university campus, the broad language in the bill and the standards and procedures 
for performing research. 
 
Vice-Chairman Orr announced the names of those who signed up in support of SB1443 but did 
not speak: 
David Landrith, Vice President of Policy & Political Affairs, Arizona Medical Association 
Joseph Abate, Arizona Osteopathic Medical Association 
Katy Yanez, Director of Government Affairs, Northern Arizona University 
Gretchen Jacobs, Arizona Organix 
Jessie Armendt, Arizona Organix 
Jaime Molera, University of Arizona Health Sciences Center 
 
Vice-Chairman Orr announced the names of those who signed up as neutral on SB1443 but did 
not speak: 
Anjali Abraham, Public Policy Director, American Civil Liberties Union of Arizona 
 

Question was called on the motion that SB1443 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 6-2-0-0 (Attachment 2). 

 
PRESENTATION 
 
Joan Koerber-Walker, President and CEO, Arizona BioIndustry Association, reviewed a handout 
on Building Arizona’s Bioindustry (Attachment 3) outlining the following areas: 
 

• Arizona Bioindustry Association mission 
• Biomedical employment 
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• Bioscience sector employment 
• State performance comparison 
• Arizona growth accelerators 
• Graduate medical education needs 
• Biosimilars and telemedicine advances 

 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 10:57 a.m. 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
Abby Selvey, Committee Secretary 
April 22, 2013 
 

(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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