ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Fifty-first Legislature — First Regular Session

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
Minutes of Meeting

Monday, March 4, 2013
House Hearing Room 3 -- 2:00 p.m.

Chairman Goodale called the meeting to order at 4:25 p.m. and attendance was noted by the
secretary.

M ember s Present
Mr. Allen Mr. Meyer Mr. Coleman, Vice-Chairman
Mr. Boyer Ms. Miranda Mrs. Goodale, Chairman
Mrs. Carter Ms. Otondo
Members Absent
Mr. Pierce J
Committee Action
SB1323 — DP (8-0-0-1) SB1445 - DP (8-0-0-1)

SB1421 —NOT ASSIGNED

PRESENTATION

Gover nor’s Per for mance Funding Proposal

Chairman Goodale announced that due to the delayed start of the meeting, the presentation will
not be made.

CONSIDERATION OFBILLS

SB1421 — school personnel; emer gency epinephrine administration — NOT ASSIGNED

Chairman Goodale announced that SB1421 will not be heard.

SB1323 —technical correction:; school district boards(now: school district duties; buses) -
DO PASS

Blanca Delgado, Majority Research Intern, explained that SB1323 removes certain reporting
requirements for school districts regarding school buses (Attachment 1).
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Senator Kimberly Yee, sponsor, stated that the intent of SB1323 is to reduce “red tape” by
ensuring that school districts use time wisely to educate students instead of developing reports
that are no longer necessary.

Joe DeMenna, Red Tape Reduction Group (RTRG), spoke in support of SB1323. He stated that
over the past several months, the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) has been working
with the RTRG to eliminate unnecessary reports and requirements that may have been necessary
at one time, but are now a burden to school districts, their personnel and ADE. SB1323
eliminates a school bus reporting requirement that is outdated and no longer needed. It will not
affect the school bus funding formula or safety requirements.

Stacy Morley, Director, Policy Development and Government Relations, Arizona Department of
Education (ADE), in support of SB1323, stated that ADE has been working with school districts
and charter schools to identify processes that are burdensome and cannot be fixed immediately
with the data system. At one time, someone decided that ADE needed to know the year, make
and model of every bus in the state, but ADE only needs to know how many miles the buses
travel in order to calculate transportation funding. The intent of SB1323 is to help schools
accomplish their mission and not take up time with administrative burdens.

Vice-Chairman Coleman announced the names of those who signed up as neutral on SB1323 but
did not speak:

Leonard Clark, representing self

Randy Kirsch, representing self

Vice-Chairman Coleman announced the names of those who signed up in support of SB1323 but

did not speak:

Sarah Wharton, Lobbyist, RTRG

Doreen Zannis, representing self

Janice Palmer, Governmental Relations Analyst, Arizona School Boards Association

Charles Essigs, Director of Government Relations, Arizona Association of School Business
Officias

Sam Polito, Tucson Area School Districts

Question was called on the motion that SB1323 do pass. The motion carried
by aroll call vote of 8-0-0-1 (Attachment 2).

SB1445 — school and school district accountability — DO PASS

Vice-Chairman Coleman moved that SB1445 do pass.

Virginia Carico, Majority Assistant Research Analyst, explained that SB1445 directs the Arizona
Department of Education (ADE) to prescribe and publish appropriate criteria for failing schools
(Attachment 3).

Mr. Allen asked if this legislation will repeal if the school grading systemis eliminated.

Senator Kimberly Yee, sponsor, thanked ADE and John Huppenthal, Superintendent of Public
Instruction, for proposing this bill, which is an exit strategy to ensure failing schools have what is
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needed to move forward with implementing a school improvement plan. In response to
Mr. Allen, she indicated that the letter grades are currently in place, but if those are eliminated,
changes will have to be made.

Chris Kotterman, Deputy Director, Government Relations, Arizona Department of Education
(ADE), testified in support of SB1445. He noted that this bill was requested by ADE’s School
Improvement Section for the reasons stated by Senator Yee. Arizona Revised Statutes § 15-241
contains much detail about what a“D” or “F’ school must do, but there is not much information
on how to remove the label. The implication is that once test scores rise to a “C” level, the
school is no longer afailing school, which is correct, but then there is the issue of what ADE and
the school district need to do to ensure that the school stays at a“C” level or above. ADE does
not have enough funding to provide solutions team visits to every school in the state, so the
intent of this bill is to provide a roadmap to success for school districts and schools that find
themselves in this situation, supplemented with solutions team visits by the ADE. He added that
ADE does not like to do anything without statutory authority so it is not accused of overstepping
its regulatory bounds.

Vice-Chairman Coleman announced the names of those who signed up in support of SB1445 but

did not speak:

Stacey Morley, Director, Policy Development & Government Relations, Arizona Department of
Education

Tim Carter, Yavapai County School Superintendent

Janice Palmer, Governmental Relations Analyst, Arizona School Boards Association

Charles Essigs, Director of Government Relations, Arizona Association of School Business
Officials

Sam Polito, Tucson Area School Districts

Jennifer Loredo, Arizona Education Association

Vice-Chairman Coleman announced the names of those who signed up as neutral on SB1445 but
did not speak:

Leonard Clark, representing self

Doreen Zannis, representing self

Question was called on the motion that SB1445 do pass. The motion carried
by aroll call vote of 8-0-0-1 (Attachment 4).

Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 4:41 p.m.

Linda Taylor, Committee Secretary
March 11, 2013

(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Chief Clerk’s Office; video archives
available at http://www.azleg.gov)
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