
  

 
  COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY, MILITARY 
 AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
   February 27, 2013 

ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fifty-first Legislature – First Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY, MILITARY 

AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
 

Minutes of Meeting 
Wednesday, February 27, 2013 

House Hearing Room 3  --  9:00 a.m. 
 
 
Vice-Chairman Mitchell called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mr. Borrelli Mr. Gallego Mr. Mitchell, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Cardenas Mr. Livingston Mr. Pierce J, Chairman 
Mr. Farnsworth Ms. Peshlakai  
 

Members Absent 
 
None   
 

Committee Action 
 
SB1022 - DP (8-0-0-0) SCR1014 - DP (8-0-0-0) 
SB1205 - DP (8-0-0-0)  
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SCR1014 - Vietnam war; commemorative partner - DO PASS 
 
Alesandro Norton, Majority Intern, explained that SCR1014 supports the efforts for Arizona to 
be recognized as a commemorative partner in the commemoration of the Vietnam War 
(Attachment 1). 
 
Senator Gail Griffin, sponsor, explained that this bill reflects a national move and Arizona will 
be one of the first states to become a commemorative planner with an obligation to hold two 
events a year. 
 
David Lucier, Arizona Veterans and Military Leadership Alliance, expressed his support for 
SCR1014 which reflects a change in attitude over the years to one of honoring Vietnam veterans. 
 
Leonard Clark, representing self, stated his support for the legislation. 
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David Hampton, Arizona Department of Veterans' Services, appeared in support of SCR1014 
and stated that it will give official recognition from the Department of Defense. 
 

Chairman Pierce moved that SCR1014 do pass. The motion carried by a roll 
call vote of 8-0-0-0 (Attachment 2). 
 

SB1205 - prisoner release money; procedures - DO PASS 
 
Courtney McKinstry, Majority Research Analyst, explained that SB1205 allows the Arizona 
Department of Corrections to distribute monies in a dedicated discharge account using a stored 
value card or smart card, instead of cash (Attachment 3). 
 
Representative Paul Boyer, sponsor, explained that SB1205 will provide a more efficient method 
than cash or check to distribute monies to inmates upon release and that there is no General Fund 
impact.  In response to Mr. Cardenas' question, Representative Boyer stated that the card will be 
a Bank of America debit card which should not incur fees if used at that bank. 
 
Will Barnow, Intergovermental Coordinator, Arizona Department of Corrections, appeared in 
support of SB1205 and further explained that the card will be a normal debit card for use in retail 
stores or Bank of America.  He stated that if it is used at an independent ATM, fees might be 
charged. 
 
Mr. Farnsworth asked about allowing the individual a choice of cash or credit card.  Mr. Barnow 
stated that there are inefficiencies to issuing cash, such as requiring someone to go to the bank to 
withdraw the funds.  Mr. Borrelli stated that cash can be obtained from a Bank of America ATM. 
 
Senator Kimberly Yee, sponsor, added that there has been no change in 40 years about this 
disbursement and it is time to update the procedure. 
 
Leonard Clark, representing self, stated his support for the legislation. 
 
Donna Hamm, Executive Director, Middle Ground Prison Reform, appeared as neutral on the 
legislation but stated that she prefers that a cash option be available to prisoners because some 
individuals are unfamiliar with credit and debit cards.   
 
Mr. Barnow stated that inmates are given instructions about how to use the card when the card is 
activated.  Mr. Boyer added that cash can be spent too quickly. 
 

Chairman Pierce moved that SB1205 do pass. The motion carried by a roll 
call vote of 8-0-0-0 (Attachment 4). 

 
SB1022 - board of fingerprinting; continuation - DO PASS 
 
Alesandro Norton, Majority Intern, explained that SB1022 continues the Arizona Board of 
Fingerprinting until July 1, 2021 (Attachment 5). 
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Senator Nancy Barto, sponsor, informed the Members that the Committee of Reference 
recommended continuance. 
 
Dennis Seavers, Executive Director, Arizona Board of Fingerprinting, appeared in support of 
SB1022. 
 
Mr. Livingston asked if digital fingerprinting is widely used in Arizona.  Mr. Seavers replied that 
the Board deals with people who do not clear the fingerprinting process and is separate from the 
Department of Public Safety which deals with submitting fingerprint results to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigations. 
 
Mr. Farnsworth asked about the volume the Board handles.  Mr. Seavers replied that the Board 
receives about 2,500 applicants each year and about 86 percent are approved, 3 percent are 
denied, and the remainder drop out because the status of the criminal charge changed. 
 
Chairman Pierce announced the names of those who signed up in support of SB1022 but did not 
speak: 
Jennifer Loredo, Arizona Education Association 
 

Chairman Pierce moved that SB1022 do pass. The motion carried by a roll 
call vote of 8-0-0-0 (Attachment 6). 

 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 9:44 a.m. 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Jane Dooley, Committee Secretary 
       April 3, 2013 
 
(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Chief Clerk’s Office; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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