
  

 
   COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND WATER 
   February 26, 2013 

ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fifty-first Legislature – First Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND WATER 

 
Minutes of Meeting 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013 
House Hearing Room 5  --  2:00 p.m. 

 
 
Chairman Barton called the meeting to order at 2:38 p.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mr. Escamilla Ms. Miranda Mr. Pratt, Vice-Chairman 
Ms. Fann Mr. Mitchell Mrs. Barton, Chairman 
Mrs. Gabaldón Mr. Shope  
 

Members Absent 
 
None   
 

Committee Action 
 
SB1098 – DP (8-0-0-0) SB1143 – DPA (8-0-0-0) 
SB1127 – DP (8-0-0-0) SB1157 – DP (8-0-0-0) 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
Holly Richter, Director of Conservation, The Nature Conservancy, Arizona Chapter, gave a slide 
show presentation on securing water for Arizona through innovative partnerships.  She stated 
that the mission is to conserve the lands and waters on which all life depends.  As drought and 
water demands continue to grow, the importance of finding inventive ways to ensure nature can 
continue to provide the food, clean water, energy and other services the growing population 
needs is imperative for the survival of mankind and nature.  She said that for more than 40 years 
The Nature Conservancy has been working with local communities and businesses to develop 
solutions to save the lands and waters that sustain Arizona’s iconic beauty, healthy economy and 
a rich quality of life.  Ms. Richter advised of the following projects: 
 

• Verde River irrigation projects – partnership with the agricultural community 
• Upper San Pedro Partnership – 50 percent groundwater deficit reduction since 2002 
• Water conservation projects 
• Groundwater recharge projects 
• Aquifer recharge projects 
• Natural grasslands water runoff 
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Ms. Richter stated that the only way to find creative and unique solutions is to have discussions 
with and amongst the different sectors of water stakeholders and that there needs to be equity 
among all water users. 
 
In response to questions, Ms. Richter described the work being done with stakeholders to 
eradicate non-native plant species and returning the natural habitation. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB1157 – grain research council; continuation – DO PASS 
 

Vice-Chairman Pratt moved that SB1157 do pass. 
 
Nicole Ealy, Majority Staff Intern, advised that SB1157 continues the Arizona Grain Research 
and Promotion Council for ten years (Attachment 1). 
 
Robert Shuler, Arizona Grain Council, appeared in support of SB1157 and introduced 
David Sharp. 
 
David Sharp, Chairman, Arizona Grain Research and Promotion Council (Council), testified in 
favor of SB1157 and provided background on the origination and accomplishments of the 
Council, such as assisting in establishing a high-quality Durham wheat grain that is 
internationally recognized.  He advised of the affiliation with the University of Arizona for the 
research of nitrogen, water and resource management for proper use of the soil and water for 
grain production.  Due to a public health concern, future challenges include selective breeding to 
produce grains with lower levels of cadmium.  Mr. Sharp related that the Council operates on an 
annual budget of $135,000 and is self-funded by using grower check-off funds with an 
assessment rate of 50 cents per ton of grain sold. 
 
Vice-Chairman Pratt announced the names of those who signed up in support of SB1157 but did 
not speak: 
Chris Udall, Executive Director, Agri-Business Council of Arizona 
 

Question was called on the motion that SB1157 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 8-0-0-0 (Attachment 2). 

 
SB1098 – marijuana; cultivation; county zoning – DO PASS 
 

Vice-Chairman Pratt moved that SB1098 do pass. 
 
Aaron Wonders, Majority Assistant Analyst, explained that SB1098 allows county zoning 
ordinances to apply for the cultivation of cannabis or marijuana (Attachment 3). 
 
Kristin Cipolla, Legislative Liaison, County Supervisors Association, testified in support of 
SB1098, advising that this bill excludes cannabis from the definition of general agricultural 
purposes which will subject the cultivation of medical marijuana to greater county zoning.  In 
2010, the Arizona Medical Marijuana Act (AMMA) was voted into law permitting patients with 
debilitating medical conditions to obtain and use a defined amount of medical marijuana from a 



 
  COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND WATER 
  February 26, 2013 3

nonprofit medical marijuana dispensary or from plants grown themselves.  SB1098 furthers the 
intent of the original legislation which gives counties, cities and towns the flexibility to limit the 
zoning of dispensaries and extends it to grow facilities. 
 
Leonard Clark, representing self, testified as neutral on SB1098 but stated strong support for 
medical marijuana use by those who need it.  
 
Vice-Chairman Pratt announced the names of those who signed up in support of SB1098 but did 
not speak: 
Jen Sweeney, Deputy Director, Arizona Association of Counties 
Amanda Rusing, Government Affairs Associate, Arizona Planners Association 
Kathleen Mayer, Deputy Pima County Attorney, Pima County Attorney's Office 
 
Vice-Chairman Pratt announced the names of those who signed up as neutral on SB1098 but did 
not speak: 
Anjali Abraham, Public Policy Director, American Civil Liberties Union of Arizona 
 

Question was called on the motion that SB1098 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 8-0-0-0 (Attachment 4). 

 
SB1127 – agricultural employment relations board; continuation – DO PASS  
 

Vice-Chairman Pratt moved that SB1127 do pass. 
 
Gina Kash, Majority Research Analyst, advised that the Senate Commerce and Energy and the 
House Agriculture and Water Committee of Reference met on November 29, 2012, and 
recommended that the Arizona Agricultural Employment Board (Board) be continued for eight 
years.  SB1127 continues the Board for eight years (Attachment 5). 
 
Mrs. Gabaldón questioned the reason for an eight-year continuation instead of ten years.  
Ms. Kash responded that she is unsure of the reasoning. 
 
Robert Shuler, Arizona Crop Protection; Western Growers Association, appeared in support of 
SB1127.  
 
Steve Barclay, representing self, testified in favor of SB1127 and gave an overview of his 
background.  He stated that the Board is specific to agricultural products which are not included 
in the National Labor Relations Act and explained that because of the perishable nature of crops, 
the Board will have to mobilize quickly if there is a labor dispute.  The Board acts as a tribunal 
that hears local disputes of unfair labor practices and election certification issues that involve 
labor and management.  Mr. Barclay made reference to Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) 
§ 23-1381, stating the importance of respecting the rights of the workers and the employers.  In 
response to Mrs. Gabaldón’s inquiry, Mr. Barclay advised that leadership in the Arizona Senate 
prefers that boards have a life span equivalent to the terms of office for the Legislature. 
 
Leonard Clark, representing self, stated his neutrality on SB1127 and expressed appreciation for 
the farm workers. 
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Vice-Chairman Pratt announced the names of those who signed up in support of SB1127 but did 
not speak: 
Shelly Tunis, Attorney, Yuma Fresh Vegetable Association 
Chris Udall, Executive Director, Agri-Business Council of Arizona 
 

Question was called on the motion that SB1127 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 8-0-0-0 (Attachment 6). 

 
SB1143 – golf course pesticide license; fee – DO PASS AMENDED 
 

Vice-Chairman Pratt moved that SB1143 do pass. 
 
Vice-Chairman Pratt moved that the Barton two-line amendment to SB1143 
dated 2/25/13 (Attachment 7) be adopted. 

 
Gina Kash, Majority Research Analyst, advised that SB1143 transfers regulatory authority of 
golf course Not for Hire pesticide applications from the Office of Pest Management (OPM) to 
the Arizona Department of Agriculture (ADA).  The bill allows the director of the ADA to set a 
fee, by rule, for license or certificate for pesticide use on golf courses and clarifies that OPM’s 
regulatory authority includes the management by persons For Hire of health-related pests, 
aquatic pests, household pests, wood-destroying organisms or other pests, including weeds that 
exist on golf courses (Attachment 8).   
 
Ms. Kash explained that the Barton two-line amendment (Attachment 7) makes a technical 
correction. 
 
Robert Shuler, Arizona Crop Protection Association, testified in support of SB1143, stating that 
this bill simply transfers the regulatory authority of golf course pesticide applications from the 
OPM to the regulatory department of the ADA. 
 
Vice-Chairman Pratt announced the names of those who signed up in support of SB1143 but did 
not speak: 
Phil Hemminghaus, representing self 
Cheryl Goar, Executive Director, Arizona Nursery Association 
 
Vice-Chairman Pratt announced the names of those who signed up as neutral on SB1143 but did 
not speak: 
Jack Peterson, Office of Pest Management 
 

Question was called on the motion that the Barton two-line amendment to 
SB1143 dated 2/25/13 (Attachment 7) be adopted.  The motion carried. 
 
Vice-Chairman Pratt moved that SB1143 as amended do pass.  The motion 
carried by a roll call vote of 8-0-0-0 (Attachment 9). 
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Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m. 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
Abby Selvey, Committee Secretary 
April 15, 2013 
 

(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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