ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Fifty-first Legislature — First Regular Session

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND WATER
Minutes of Meeting

Tuesday, February 12, 2013
House Hearing Room 5 -- 2:00 p.m.

Chairman Barton called the meeting to order at 3:04 p.m. and attendance was noted by the
secretary.

M ember s Present
Mr. Escamilla Ms. Miranda Mr. Pratt, Vice-Chairman
Ms. Fann Mr. Mitchell Mrs. Barton, Chairman
Mrs. Gabaldon Mr. Shope

Members Absent
None

Committee Action
HB2175 — DP (8-0-0-0) HB2355 - DP (6-1-0-1)
HB2178 — DP (8-0-0-0) HB2429 — DP (6-1-0-1)

HB2338 - HELD AT REQUEST OF SPONSOR

CONSIDERATION OF BILLS

HB2338 - regional water augmentation authorities— HELD AT REQUEST OF SPONSOR

Chairman Barton announced that HB2338 will be held at the request of the
sponsor.

HB2175 - water improvement, sanitary districts; liens— DO PASS

Vice-Chairman Pratt moved that HB2175 do pass.

Aaron Wonders, Majority Assistant Analyst, explained that HB2175 allows domestic water or
wastewater improvement districts and certain county improvement districts to set both capacity
and availability fees instead of one or the other (Attachment 1). Additionally, the bill makes
changes to the fees and alows districts providing water or wastewater servicesto filealien on a
property for unpaid availability fees.
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Chairman Barton questioned mortgage companies’ interest in unpaid fees and asked if the water
districts are subordinate to the domestic water or wastewater district liens. Mr. Wonders
informed the Members that mortgages and taxes take primacy over these liens.

Dan Bogert, Research Analyst, County Supervisors Association, testified in support of HB2175,
stating that the bill equates the fee schedule for a domestic water improvement district (DWID)
with the fee schedule for a sanitary district and then vice-versa including the additional costs of
the lien such as: attorney fees and process server fees. The bill will allow the DWID to charge a
capacity fee and availability fee simultaneously. The fees are designed for two different reasons,
an impact fee and a substitute user fee. He stated that sanitary districts presently have the ability
to charge both fees.

In response to Members' questions, Mr. Bogert explained the following:

Capacity fee — consumer pays to move toward attaching their property to the system.

e Availability fee — consumer is not on the system but pays for the maintenance and operation
of the increased capacity for their property —the fee is capped at half the rate of the user fee.

e User fee — consumer’s property/home is on the system and pays for the operation,
maintenance and usage.

Mr. Bogert clarified that a consumer will not pay the availability and user fees at the same time;
the fee is one or the other.

Vice-Chairman Pratt announced the names of those who signed up in support of HB2175 but did
not speak:

Jen Sweeney, Deputy Director, Arizona Association of Counties

Todd Madeksza, Director of Legisative Affairs, The County Supervisors Association

Vice-Chairman Pratt announced the names of those who signed up as neutral to HB2175 but did
not speak:

Leonard Clark, representing self

Spencer Kamps, Deputy Director, Home Builders Association of Central Arizona

Question was called on the motion that HB2175 do pass. The motion carried
by aroall call vote of 8-0-0-0 (Attachment 2).

HB2178 - flood control districts; administrative actions— DO PASS

Vice-Chairman Pratt moved that HB2178 do pass.

Aaron Wonders, Majority Assistant Analyst, advised that HB2178 allows persons who violate
laws governing flood control districts to agree to receive a nhon-monetary penalty in place of a
class 2 misdemeanor or civil penalty (Attachment 3). The bill also makes changes to the review
process for violations.

Rory Hays, Flood Control District of Maricopa County, testified in support of HB2178 and
described the function of flood control districts. Ms. Hays advised that the bill will make
technical changes to existing statutes to clarify procedures for the board of review. Currently,
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the board of review makes a decision on a violation, informs the parties involved of the outcome
but does not disclose the reason for the decision.

Vice-Chairman Pratt announced the names of those who signed up in support of HB2178 but did
not speak:

Jen Sweeney, Deputy Director, Arizona Association of Counties

Todd Madeksza, Director of Legidative Affairs, County Supervisors Association

Vice-Chairman Pratt announced the names of those who signed up as neutral to HB2178 but did
not speak:

Leonard Clark, representing self

Spencer Kamps, Deputy Director, Home Builders Association of Central Arizona

Question was called on the motion that HB2178 do pass. The motion carried
by aroall call vote of 8-0-0-0 (Attachment 4).

Vice-Chairman Pratt assumed the Chair.

HB2355 - license fees; working dogs; waiver — DO PASS

Mr. Shope moved that HB2355 do pass.

Nicole Ealy, Majority Staff Intern, explained that HB2355 exempts disabled individuals from
paying county, city or town licensing fees for service dogs and individuals from paying county,
city or town licensing fees for search or rescue dogs (Attachment 5).

Mr. Escamilla questioned the process of proving a working dog.

Representative David Livingston, sponsor, informed Members that the language addressing the
matter is intentionally expansive. He said that the stakeholders involved preferred the broad
language to allow enforcing agents to continue licensing and registration requirements.

Mr. Mitchell inquired if the fees are the standard fees paid to register a dog with the county, city
or town for a non-service animal. Representative Livingston answered in the affirmative and
advised that the language in the bill is broad enough to alow a county, town or city to continue
the registration paperwork without charging the fee.

Vice-Chairman Pratt queried if the bill changes requirements for pet immunizations.
Representative Livingston responded that the cities, towns and counties will still require
immunizations and registration documents.

Mr. Shope announced the names of those who signed up in support of HB2355 but did not speak:
Peri Jude Radecic, Director of Public Advocacy, Arizona Center for Disability Law

Richard Bohan, Director of Government Relations, Maricopa County Board of Supervisors
Leonard Clark, representing self

Question was called on the motion that HB2355 do pass. The motion carried
by aroll call vote of 6-1-0-1 (Attachment 6).
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HB2429 - water protection fund; annual funding—DO PASS

Mr. Shope moved that HB2429 do pass.

Nicole Ealy, Majority Staff Intern, advised that HB2429 re-establishes the annual $5 million
state General Fund (GF) appropriation to the Arizona Water Protection Fund (AWPF)
(Attachment 7).

Representative Kate Brophy McGee, sponsor, provided a brief history on AWPF and described
past appropriation efforts. She expressed the necessity for a stable funding source and the
importance of protecting Arizona s riparian habitats and water supply.

Ms. Fann questioned the source of funding for the AWPF due to conflicting language in the bill.
Representative Brophy McGee replied that she was uncertain but will provide additional
information to the Members.

Sandy Bahr, Conservation Director, Sierra Club - Grand Canyon Chapter, in support of HB2429,
explained the funding history of AWPF. The objective of the AWPF is to provide funds for
protection and restoration of Arizona's rivers and streams and associated riparian habitats. She
encouraged Members to support the funding and the bill.

Ms. Fann inquired about the survival of AWPF following the elimination of funds in 2011.
Ms. Bahr advised that funding came from the excess Central Arizona Project monies, but it is her
understanding that there is a minimal amount of funding left.

Mr. Shope announced the names of those who signed up in support of HB2429 but did not speak:
Janice Miano, representing self

Mike Faustich, representing self

Leonard Clark, representing self

Jeffrey Kros, Legidative Director, Arizona Municipal Water Users Association

Question was called on the motion that HB2429 do pass. The motion carried
by aroll call vote of 6-1-0-1 (Attachment 8).

Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 3:36 p.m.

Abby Selvey, Committee Secretary
February 28, 2013

(Origina minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk; video archives
available at http://www.azleg.gov)
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