
  

 
   COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
   February 6, 2013 

ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fifty-first Legislature – First Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

 
Minutes of Meeting 

Wednesday, February 6, 2013 
House Hearing Room 1  --  2:00 p.m. 

 
 
Chairman Kavanagh called the meeting to order at 2:21 p.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Ms. Alston Mr. Gray Mrs. Ugenti 
Mr. Boyer Mr. Kwasman Mr. Olson, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Campbell Ms. Mach Mr. Kavanagh, Chairman 
Mr. Forese Mr. Sherwood  
 

Members Absent 
 
None   
 

Committee Action 
 
HB2396 – HELD AT REQUEST OF SPONSOR  
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILL 
 
HB2396 - attorney general; compromises; settlements; deposit – HELD AT REQUEST OF 

SPONSOR 
 

Chairman Kavanagh announced that HB2396 will be held at the request of 
the sponsor. 

 
AGENCY BUDGET HEARINGS 
 
Arizona Department of Education 
 
Steve Schimpp, Senior Fiscal Analyst, Joint Legislative Budget Committee (JLBC), reviewed a 
handout relating to the budget for the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) (Attachment 1).  
He advised that ADE’s principal functions are as follows: 
 

• Provide state level leadership for public K-12 education 
• Offer technical support to 238 school districts and 400 plus charter schools 
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• Ensure academic and financial accountability 
• Provide teacher certification and other support services 
 

Mr. Schimpp responded to Members’ questions regarding the following: 
 

• Reporting requirements on bonds and overrides 
• Student expenditure – $9,150 per student 
• Student growth rate 
• Charter school conversions 
• Non-state aid districts 
• State aid districts 
• Funding formulas 
• Qualifying tax rates 
• Suspended funding formulas 
• Technology upgrades - student testing 
• Common core standards 
• Performance funding 
• School safety program- resource officer funding 

 
John Huppenthal, Superintendent of Public Instruction, Arizona Department of Education 
(ADE), stated the impact of information technology to ADE and stressed the necessity of 
replacing the Student Accountability Information System (SAIS).  He said SAIS cannot be 
audited, is critically outdated and requires paying numerous employees to fix a system which is 
inoperable 50 percent of the time.  Mr. Huppenthal informed Members of several benefits for 
having a liquefied information system in the classroom.  School records could follow students 
throughout their entire academic career with information on test scores, attendance, contact 
information, etc., providing teachers with the knowledge required to be prepared for school on 
the very first day.  Teachers spend multiple days manually collecting material and information 
for lessons; with a new computer system, the information could be immediately available saving 
educators valuable time. 
 
Mr. Huppenthal explained the process of creating, developing and executing a state-of-the-art 
computer system.  He relayed that ADE is working with a world-class firm to plan and design 
the new system and that a third party will conduct an audit and review of the software that is 
being developed.  He said that a new system will generate a more efficient ADE in areas relating 
to reporting, accountability and on the way that ADE is regulated.  Mr. Huppenthal reiterated the 
importance of replacing the SAIS. 
 
Stacey Morley, Director, Policy Development and Government Relations, Arizona Department 
of Education (ADE), stated that the Joint Legislative Budget Committee (JLBC) budget excluded 
two areas requested by ADE; the audit auditors and the information technology academy.  The 
audit auditors exceed their expense by returning money to the state and by ensuring ADE is 
paying for the students that are actually attending the schools.   
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Ms. Morley informed Members that the Microsoft Corporation offers a low-cost information 
technology academy allowing students to become Microsoft certified.  She cited an example of 
the successful information technology academy in North Carolina and emphasized that the 
program provides a pathway for students to access a high growth career field upon graduation of 
high school.  
 
Ms. Morley reviewed the following areas: 
 

• Reporting requirements 
• School safety program 

 
Chairman Kavanagh questioned the current safety program in handling emotionally disturbed or 
potentially violent individuals.  Ms. Morley replied that the ADE provides several training 
opportunities to the school districts in the areas of threat assessment, behavioral response, and 
crisis management.  Due to regulations, only public school districts are required to have an 
emergency response plan while charter schools do not.  She stated that with the limited budget 
and resources, ADE provides training once a quarter. 
 
Mr. Huppenthal returned to the podium and remarked that the main issue is threat assessment 
and being able to recognize the severely socially isolated students in the school community.  
 
Chairman Kavanagh inquired if there is a requirement for teachers to receive training in 
recognizing potentially violent or suicidal students.  Mr. Huppenthal stated that he is uncertain 
but will get back to him. 
 
Ms. Morley continued to review the following areas:  
 

• Prop 301 funding loss 
• School improvement plans 
• School assessment and achievement testing 
• ADE responsibilities 
• Federal school activities 
• Adult education  

 
School Facilities Board 
 
Andrew Hartsig, Fiscal Analyst, Joint Legislative Budget Committee (JLBC), reviewed the 
budgets for the School Facilities Board (SFB) (Attachment 2). 
 
Dean Gray, Executive Director, Arizona School Facilities Board (SFB), stated the importance of 
building renewal and said that the average public school building is 23.1 years old.  He advised 
that the $25 million proposed in the executive budget equates to $0.20 cents per square foot per 
building and the proposed JLBC budget reduces the figure to $.02 cents per square foot.  
Mr. Gray explained that he currently has $16 million in building grant requests.   
 
 
 



 
  COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
  February 6, 2013 4

In response to Members’ questions, Mr. Gray advised that the SFB does not maintain any school 
software with the exception of what is used by SFB, explained the districts’ three year building 
plan requirements and SFB’s duties and procedures. 
 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 3:34 p.m. 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
Abby Selvey, Committee Secretary 
February 15, 2012 
 

(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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