
  

 
   COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
   January 30, 2013 

ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fifty-first Legislature – First Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

 
Minutes of Special Meeting 

Wednesday, January 30, 2013 
House Hearing Room 1  --  2:00 p.m. or upon rec. or adj. of Reg. App. Cmte. 

 
 
Chairman Kavanagh called the meeting to order at 3:42 p.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Ms. Alston Mr. Gray Mrs. Ugenti 
Mr. Boyer Mr. Kwasman Mr. Olson, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Campbell Ms. Mach Mr. Kavanagh, Chairman 
Mr. Forese Mr. Sherwood  
 

Members Absent 
 
None   
 

Committee Action 
 
HB2502 – DP (11-0-0-0) HB2503 – DP (9-1-0-1) 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB2502 - supplemental appropriation; CPS funding. – DO PASS  
 

Vice-Chairman Olson moved that HB2502 do pass. 
 
Mike Huckins, Majority Research Analyst, explained that HB2502 provides supplemental 
funding to the Department of Economic Security (DES) from the General Fund (GF) in FY 2013 
of $4.4 million and 50 full-time equivalent (FTE) positions for Child Protective Services (CPS) 
workers (Attachment 1).  The bill also contains a provision changing reporting requirements 
from semi-annual to monthly through the end of FY 2014. 
 
Vice-Chairman Olson questioned the reason for the spike in the number of foster children.  
Mr. Huckins deferred the question to the sponsor. 
 
Representative Kate Brophy McGee, sponsor, stated that in the past two years, efficiencies have 
been implemented without supplementary funding.  New referrals continue to overwhelm the 
CPS system and additional staff is necessary.  Representative Brophy McGee advised of the 
newly created Child Welfare Investigation Division and provided a brief background.  She 
related that she observed DES Director, Clarence Carter in his duties and has seen significant 



 
  COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
  January 30, 2013 2

improvements to CPS in multiple areas, for example:  the Child Abuse Hotline has been updated 
and has shorter waiting times and technology improvements have led to reforms on reporting, 
monitoring and achieving successful, permanent outcomes for children.  HB2502 will afford 
CPS supplementary funding to hire additional case workers to relieve increasing case loads. 
 
Clarence Carter, Director, Department of Economic Security (DES), testified in favor of 
HB2502.  In response to a question, Mr. Carter stated that the increase in the number of foster 
children is attributed to an increase in public diligence.  He explained the protocol of opening a 
case on a child abuse claim and cited CPS Child Abuse Hotline statistics. 
 
Karla Johnson, representing self, testified in opposition to HB2502.  Ms. Johnson stated her 
personal experience with CPS and said that she believes the agency removed her grandchildren 
due to false allegations.   
 
Vice-Chairman Olson announced the names of those who signed up in support of HB2502 but 
did not speak: 
Emily Jenkins, President/CEO, Arizona Council of Human Service Providers 
Kathy Ber, DES Director of Legislative Services 
Timothy Schmaltz, Coordinator, Protecting Arizona's Family Coalition 
Suzanne Schunk, Director Family Support Services, National Association of Social Workers & 

Southwest Human Development 
Ron Johnson, Executive Director, Arizona Catholic Conference 
Penny Allee Taylor, Specialist/Government Affairs, Valley of the Sun United Way 
Dana Naimark, President/CEO, Children's Action Alliance 
Kevin Fugate, Finance Manager, Southwest Human Development 
Lillian Maloney, representing self 
Donna Boracchia, representing self 
Gwynetth Kelly, representing self 
Monica Talavera, representing self 
Kori Mangum, representing self 
Sara Branscum, representing self 
Cynthia Sewell, representing self 
Leticia Medina, representing self 
Dionne Sleeman, representing self 
Crista Gofron, representing self 
Christie Scharrer, representing self 
Meredith Weisman-Amaral, representing self 
Kim Baird, representing self 
Noel Maloney, representing self 
Cindy Theorin, representing self 
Christina Lopez, representing self 
Cindy Matcha, representing self 
Tera Stevenson, representing self 
Krista Bragg, representing self 
Alice Davis, representing self 
Sandy Lacava, representing self 
Talasha Thues, representing self 
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Question was called on the motion that HB2502 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 11-0-0-0 (Attachment 2). 
 

HB2503 - supplemental appropriation; IRC. – DO PASS 
 

Vice-Chairman Olson moved that HB2502 do pass. 
 
Miranda Cain, Majority Research Intern, explained that HB2503 provides $500,000 in 
supplemental funding from the state General Fund (GF) in FY 2012-13 to the Independent 
Redistricting Committee (IRC) for the payment of legal expenses (Attachment 3). 
 

Question was called on the motion that HB2503 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 9-1-0-1 (Attachment 4). 

 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 4:06 p.m. 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
Abby Selvey, Committee Secretary 
February 12, 2013 
 

(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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