
  

 
  COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY, MILITARY 
 AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
   January 23, 2013 

ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fifty-first Legislature – First Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY, MILITARY 

AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
 

Minutes of Meeting 
Wednesday, January 23, 2013 

House Hearing Room 3  --  9:00 a.m. 
 
 
Chairman Pierce called the meeting to order at 9:08 a.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mr. Borrelli Mr. Gallego Mr. Mitchell, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Cardenas Mr. Livingston Mr. Pierce, Chairman 
Mr. Farnsworth Ms. Peshlakai  
 

Members Absent 
 
None   
 

Committee Action 
 
HB2011 - DP (8-0-0-0) HB2065 - DP (8-0-0-0) 
HB2064 - DP (8-0-0-0)  
 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB2064 - training permits; military health professionals - DO PASS 
 
Courtney McKinstry, Majority Research Analyst, explained that HB2064 requires the State 
Board of Dental Examiners, the Arizona Medical Board and the Arizona Regulatory Board of 
Physician Assistants to issue a temporary training permit, valid for one year, to a qualified 
military health professional practicing in the U.S. Armed Forces and discharging their official 
duties by participating in a clinical training program based at a civilian hospital affiliated with 
the U.S. Department of Defense (Attachment 1).  The bill contains an emergency clause. 
 
Representative Heather Carter, sponsor, advised that many military health professionals are 
being trained in Scottsdale to save lives overseas.  Scottsdale Healthcare launched the first 
community-based hospital training program in 2004.  The reason for this legislation is to 
streamline the licensing process for military personnel already licensed in another state, and to 
deal with the fees associated with the two-week training course.   
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Michelle Pabis, Assistant Government Relations Director, Scottsdale Healthcare, testified in 
favor of HB2064.  She introduced Colonel Yolanda Bledsoe, Commander, 56th Medical Group at 
Luke Air Force Base, who is available to answer Members' questions.  Scottsdale Healthcare's 
military partnership program provides military medical personnel with the skills and experience 
they need to perform successfully under wartime conditions.  Over 1,600 trainees have trained at 
Scottsdale Healthcare under its military partnership program.  As members of the military, these 
personnel are frequently stationed in different places and are licensed in other states  This 
legislation permits these licensed medical personnel to train and receive a license in Arizona.  It 
also permits the Medical Board to know who is licensed in the state.  
 
Mr. Farnsworth asked the reason for doing this.  Ms. Pabis explained that the Medical Board 
only exempts physicians who are practicing in federal facilities.  The Medical Board is also 
required, by statute, to collect a fee and this legislation addresses that provision. 
 
Mr. Farnsworth noted that the Licensing Boards are required to grant this license.  He brought up 
someone who is under investigation in another jurisdiction.  Ms. Pabis referred that question to 
Colonel Bledsoe.  She advised that Scottsdale Healthcare would probably not allow someone 
under investigation to train at its facility.  Mr. Farnsworth asked whether there is a way to create 
flexibility so it is not compulsory to license individuals under investigation in another 
jurisdiction. 
 
Colonel Yolanda Bledsoe, Commander, 56th Medical Group, Luke Air Force Base, in support of 
HB2064, stated that the individual's credentials are looked at to determine whether any 
investigation is ongoing.  If there is an issue or concern, the individual will not be referred for 
training. 
 
Mr. Farnsworth said his concern is compelling Arizona's licensing boards to do something they 
otherwise would not do. 
 
In response to Mr. Cardenas' query, Colonel Bledsoe related that there are approximately 350 
trainees a year.   
 
Colonel Bledsoe, in reply to Mr. Borrelli's question, stated that this applies to both active duty 
personnel as well as the National Guard.  
 
Stuart Goodman, Arizona Medical Board, Arizona Board of Dental Examiners, testified in favor 
of HB2064.  He related that, in drafting this proposal, consideration was not given to a person 
with a license in jeopardy or distress.  He believes clarifying language can be included that 
allows for the Boards to check the National Practitioner Data Bank to check the licensing history 
of the individual.  If there is an issue, a license will not be issued.   
 
Mr. Farnsworth said the issue for him is that the residents of Arizona are protected.  He said he is 
comfortable with clarifying language. 
 
Leonard Clark, representing self, said he strongly supports anything that the State of Arizona can 
do to help ensure that veterans have better health care. 
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Chairman Pierce asked Representative Carter if she supports an amendment to address  
Mr. Farnsworth's concerns.  Representative Carter stated that she will continue to work with the 
stakeholders to address all their concerns.  
 
Jon Altmann, National Vice President for Membership, Association of the U.S. Navy, stated that 
the Association supports the provisions of HB2064 and the positive impact it will have on 
military medicine.  The bill removes unnecessary and burdensome rules imposed on military 
healthcare professionals training in the state.  There is no cost to state government and this will 
be a tremendous benefit to those wounded in combat.   
 
Vice-Chairman Mitchell announced the names of those who signed up in support of HB2064 but 
did not speak: 
John MacDonald, Arizona Dental Association 
Heather Bernacki Wilkey, Director, Government Affairs, East Valley Chambers of Commerce 

Alliance 
David Landrith, Vice President of Policy & Political Affairs, Arizona Medical Association 
Gretchen Conger, Director of Government Relations, Arizona Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry 
 

Vice-Chairman Mitchell moved that HB2064 do pass.  The motion carried by 
a roll call vote of 8-0-0-0 (Attachment 2). 

 
HB2065, community based residential treatment; placement - DO PASS 
 
Alesandro Norton, Majority Intern, said that HB2065 clarifies the Department of Juvenile 
Correction's (ADJC) authority in the placement of juveniles (Attachment 3).  The bill states that 
the ADJC's consent to place a juvenile in a Community Based Residential Treatment Center 
constitutes the necessary consent required by statute, notwithstanding any other law. 
 
Representative Heather Carter, sponsor, advised that this legislation relates to transitioning 
adolescents from the Department of Juvenile Corrections (ADJC) to the least restrictive 
environment which is sometimes a residential treatment facility.  Oftentimes there are challenges 
related to making that transition.   
 
Charles Flanagan, Deputy Director, Arizona Department of Juvenile Corrections (ADJC), stated 
that this proposal tries to clarify the placement of juveniles for the Department's private sector 
partners that provide treatment.  In the past, the Department has had problems where the 
community facility is afraid to accept the child without parental consent.  He pointed out that 
parental consent is not required for children who are adjudicated and sent to ADJC.  This 
legislation lets these facilities know that ADJC has the authority to do this. 
 
Mr. Farnsworth asked whether parents have veto power in these facilities.  Mr. Flanagan replied 
in the negative.  Parents cannot veto the placement in the facility or the treatment their child 
receives; the only thing they can do is question medicine that is provided to the child.  By statute, 
the Department has the authorization to place a child in treatment facilities, once the child is 
referred to ADJC.   
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Mr. Farnsworth questioned why this legislation is needed if the Department already has the 
statutory authority to place these children.  Mr. Flanagan said the problem is that these facilities 
receive most of the children from the parents or the community, not from the courts, so there is 
confusion in dealing with the small number from the Department.  It also expedites the 
placement of the child in that facility to receive treatment so that it is less expensive for the state.  
 
Vice-Chairman Mitchell announced the names of those who signed up in support of HB2065 but 
did not speak: 
Beth Rosenberg, Lobbyist, Children's Action Alliance 

 
Vice-Chairman Mitchell moved that HB2065 do pass.  The motion carried by 
a roll call vote of 8-0-0-0 (Attachment 4). 

 
HB2011, liquefied petroleum gas containers; penalties - DO PASS 
 
Alesandro Norton, Majority Intern, explained that HB2011 increases the penalty from a petty 
offense to a Class 2 misdemeanor for filling, refilling, evacuating or tampering with a liquefied 
petroleum gas container without authorization (Attachment 5). 
 
Barry Aarons, Lobbyist, Arizona Propane Gas Association, in favor of HB2011, stated that when 
this bill was originally passed in Title 36, Chapter 13, Arizona Revised Statutes, this provision 
was the only one that was not classified as a misdemeanor.  He said that law enforcement does 
not have the time or resources to prosecute petty offenses.  The Association would like to 
conform this section to the rest of Title 36, Chapter 13, in terms of penalty. 
 
Vice-Chairman Mitchell announced the names of those who signed up in support of HB2011 but 
did not speak: 
Lisa Gerwitz, representing self 
John Flynn, Arizona Fire District Association 
Laura Magnus, Arizona Propane Gas Association 
Baron Glassgow, Arizona Propane Gas Association 
 
Vice-Chairman Mitchell announced the names of those who signed up as neutral on HB2011 but 
did not speak: 
Kimberly MacEachern, Staff Attorney, Arizona Prosecuting Attorneys’ Advisory Council 
 

Vice-Chairman Mitchell moved that HB2011 do pass.  The motion carried by 
a roll call vote of 8-0-0-0 (Attachment 6). 
 

Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 9:49 a.m. 
 
        ______________________________ 
       Joanne Bell, Committee Secretary 
       January 25, 2013 
 
(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Chief Clerk’s Office; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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