
  

 
  COMMITTEE ON ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT 
 AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
   January 16, 2013 

ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fifty-first Legislature – First Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT 

AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
 

Minutes of Special Meeting 
Wednesday, January 16, 2013 

House Hearing Room 4  --  2:00 p.m. 
 
 
Chairman Pratt called the meeting to order at 2:03 p.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mr. Hale Mr. Saldate Ms. Fann, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Orr Mr. Shope Mr. Pratt, Chairman 
Ms. Peshlakai Mr. Thorpe  
 

Members Absent 
 
None   
 
Chairman Pratt explained that this Committee will regularly meet on Mondays and the reason for 
today's special meeting is due to this past Monday's opening session and next Monday's holiday.  
Today's meeting will cover procedural issues and the introduction of two of the organizations 
that this Committee will be working with this Session. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF MEMBERS AND STAFF 
 
Gina Kash, House Majority Research Analyst, introduced the Committee staff: 

Gina Kash, Majority Research Analyst 
Aaron Wonders, Assistant Majority Research Analyst 
Nicole Ealy, Majority Intern 
Elvy Barton, Senior Policy Advisor, Democratic Staff 
Amy Umaretiya, Democratic Intern 
Samantha Franklin, Page 
Catherine Gullett, Page 
Jane Dooley, Committee Secretary 

 
Chairman Pratt asked the Members to introduce themselves: 

Mr. Hale, District 7  
Mr. Orr, District 9  
Ms. Peshlakai, District 7 
Mr. Saldate, District 3 
Mr. Shope, District 8  
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Mr. Thorpe, District 6  
Ms. Fann, Vice-Chairman, District 1 
Mr. Pratt, Chairman, District 8 

 
ADOPTION OF COMMITTEE RULES 
 

Vice-Chairman Fann moved that the Committee on Energy, Environment 
and Natural Resources Standing Committee Rules (Attachment 1) be 
adopted.  The motion carried.  

 
APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEE OF REFERENCE 
 
Chairman Pratt appointed the following Members to the Committee of Reference: 

Mr. Shope, Chairman 
Mr. Hale 
Mr. Orr 
Mr. Saldate 
Mr. Thorpe 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Arizona State Parks Department 
 
Bryan Martyn, Executive Director, Arizona State Parks Department, explained that the Arizona 
State Parks Department (Attachment 2) oversees 30 state parks and natural areas and has as its 
most important priorities to: 

1) protect the resources of these parks 
2) provide access to these resources 
3) be economic drivers for rural Arizona (e.g. there are no parks in Maricopa County)  

 
Mr. Martyn urged the Members to become champions of the state parks in each of their districts 
and offered to provide tours of the parks.   
 
Mr. Martyn stated that the parks are doing fairly well, but over the past three years $82 million 
has been taken from the coffers to fund other state responsibilities such as health care and law 
enforcement.  The park staffing has been reduced from over 400 employees to 169.  He 
explained that Arizona State Parks is now a business and everything is geared toward making 
money and keeping the parks open.  He stressed that Arizona State Parks is one of only three 
park systems in the United States not funded by taxpayer money out of the General Fund.  Last 
year the parks brought in more money than they cost to maintain, largely because they partner 
with local communities and universities.   
 
Mr. Martyn stated that all Arizona state parks are open for business, in contrast to recent years 
when some were closed due to budgetary constraints.  He is invested in making certain that each 
visitor's experience is a positive one. 
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Mr. Martyn introduced two colleagues who were present: Kent Ennis, Deputy Director, and 
Jay Ream, Assistant Director of Operations. 
 
Mr. Thorpe stated that his district contains eight state parks and that he is looking forward to 
touring them with Mr. Martyn; he stated his appreciation for all the hard work done by the 
Arizona State Parks Department.   
 
Mr. Martyn stated that, although times are better for the parks, there is still a big backlog of 
maintenance requirements and capital expenses are quite high.  He added that it may be time to 
open another state park to protect resources and drive local economy; it has been 20 years since a 
new park has been opened. 
 
Mr. Orr stated his appreciation for the parks.  He asked about the relationship of Arizona State 
Parks with the national parks.  Mr. Martyn replied that he works well with the federal 
government and that some of Arizona's parks sit on federal land. 
 
Mr. Orr asked about long-term planning to address the capital expenditures.  Mr. Martyn replied 
that a long-term funding source is difficult to find because the Legislature turns over every two 
years and priorities can change.  Ms. Fann explained that funding has been cut drastically in 
recent years due to the economy and the disappearance of heritage funding, but stressed that the 
parks are a very large employer in Arizona and provide important economic boosters. 
 
Mr. Hale asked how many state parks are on the 23 Indian reservations in Arizona.  Mr. Martyn 
replied that there is only one, Homolovi State Park; he added that it is difficult to establish a park 
on a sovereign nation.   
 
Mr. Hale stated that the contributions of the state parks to the economy are very valuable; he 
urged Members to consider that the reservations need help and jobs but are getting none from the 
parks.  Citizens on the reservations are entitled to those benefits and privileges.  Mr. Martyn 
replied that he would be happy to talk about the many resources on the reservations, although 
there may be legal issues to consider. 
 
Ms. Peshlakai stated that many of the state parks lands were formerly Native American lands; 
she, her family and her community are refugees who were relocated out of those lands so that 
Arizona could have parks. 
 
Arizona Game and Fish Department 
 
Bob Broscheid, Deputy Director, Arizona Game and Fish Department, gave a broad overview of 
Arizona's wildlife agency.  He explained that the mission of the Arizona Game and Fish 
Department is to conserve Arizona's diverse wildlife resources and to provide for safe outdoor 
recreation for current and future generations.  The Arizona Game and Fish Department has a 
five-member Commission appointed by the Governor to set the policy and the direction for the 
Department.   
 
Mr. Broscheid explained that the department accomplishes its Mission by:  

• managing hunting programs for the ten big game species in Arizona 



 
 COMMITTEE ON ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT 
 AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
  January 16, 2013 4

• managing nongame species 
• overseeing and licensing sport fishing, including running six hatcheries around the state 

to stock urban lakes 
• maintaining an invasive species program 
• establishing and maintaining a forest restoration initiative 
• managing the Wildland-Urban Interface Project, including an Arizona Department of 

Transportation program to ensure wildlife connectivity across highways 
• establishing a landowners program   
 

The Arizona Game and Fish Department has over 100 fully certified law enforcement peace 
officers who patrol the wildlife management districts in the state.   
 
Arizona Game and Fish is also involved in:  

• habitat restoration 
• evacuation programs in the event of fire 
• education programs for youth and families about wildlife 
• 11 shooting ranges for shooting sports 

 
Mr. Broscheid discussed Arizona Game and Fish budgetary issues: 

• receives no General Fund dollars 
• is managed like a business where expenditures equal revenue 
• any diversion of fees and license revenue will jeopardize federal program funding 
• annual budget is $87 million, mostly from fees, licenses, and excise taxes, but also from 

federal dollars 
• volunteer workers reduce expenditures 
 

Mr. Broscheid stressed that millions of dollars are brought into the state by the programs 
provided by the Arizona Game and Fish Department.  He introduced colleagues: Tony Guiles, 
Legislative Liaison, and Jorge Canaca, Assistant Legislative Liaison. 
 
Mr. Orr inquired if the Department has any legislative agendas.  Mr. Broscheid replied in the 
affirmative, stressing the importance of legislation to simplify the license structure because it is 
too difficult currently to find out which license to buy. 
 
Mr. Thorpe asked if licensing changes could affect the small stores that sell licenses; he added 
that online sales have reduced the licenses that such small businesses sell.  Mr. Broscheid replied 
that he is looking at points of sale that will allow a customer to buy online from a store which 
will then receive five percent of each sale. 
 
Chairman Pratt inquired about a specific situation with a landowner in the lower San Pedro 
River.  Mr. Broscheid replied that he is working with the landowner there to acquire the land 
with an agreement which will let that person graze those lands in perpetuity. Mr. Broscheid 
stressed that the land will not be closed to public access because multiple use is part of the 
mission of the Arizona Game and Fish Department. 
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PUBLIC TESTIMONY 
 
There was none. 
 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 3:17 p.m. 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
Jane Dooley, Committee Secretary 
January 18, 2013 

 
(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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