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ARIZONA STATE SENATE

Fiftieth Legidature, Second Regular Session

AMENDED
FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1474

weapons; university; college grounds

Purpose

Modifies certain statutes related to weapons possession on the grounds of a public
university, college or community college.

Background

Current law requires the governing board of a non-private educational institution to adopt
rules for the maintenance of public order on institutional property under its jurisdiction that is
used for educational purposes. The educational institution is also required to provide a program
for the enforcement of itsrules. The rules must govern the conduct of students, faculty and other
staff, and all members of the public while on institutional property. Penalties for rules violations
must be clearly set forth and enforced. Penalties are required to include provisions for the
gjection of a violator from the property, and in the case of a student, faculty member or other
staff violator, suspension or expulsion, or any other appropriate disciplinary action. Governing
boards of educational institutions are required to amend rules as necessary to ensure the
maintenance of public order. A deadly weapon, dangerous instrument or explosive used,
displayed or possessed by a person in violation of an adopted rule is required to be forfeited and
sold, destroyed or otherwise disposed of according to law (ARS 8 13-2911, subsection D).

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund.
Provisions

1. Prohibits a public university, college or community college to adopt or enforce any rule or
policy that restricts or prohibits the carrying or transporting of a concealed weapon by a
person who possesses a valid concealed carry permit and who is otherwise lawfully on the
grounds.

2. Permits a public university, college or community college to adopt or enforce any policy or
rule that restricts or prohibits the carrying or transporting of a weapon within any building on
the grounds of a public university, college or community college if certain sign posting and
temporary and secure storage requirements are met.

3. Detailsthe sign posting requirements as follows:
a) requires that the sign is at least five inches high by seven inches wide and is
conspicuously posted at each public entrance to the building; and



FACT SHEET -AMENDED
S.B. 1474
Page 2

b) requires the sign to state: “PURSUANT TO SECTION 13-2911, ARIZONA REVISED
STATUTES, POSSESSION OF A WEAPON IN THIS BUILDING IS PROHIBITED AND
PUNISHABLE BY CRIMINAL AND CIVIL PENALTIES INCLUDING FORFEITURE OF
THE WEAPON”.

4. Permits the public university, college or community college to provide the temporary and
secure storage at one main entrance to, or exit from, the building if the building has more
than one entrance or exit.

5. Classifies, as a class 1 misdemeanor, interference with, or disruption of, an educational
ingtitution by intentionally or knowingly possessing a weapon in violation of a rule that
restricts or prohibits the carrying or transporting of a weapon on the grounds of, or within
any building on the grounds of, a public university, college or community college.

6. Classifies, as a class 4 felony, interference with, or disruption of, an educational institution
by intentionally or knowingly brandishing a weapon in a threatening manner that a person
lawfully possessesin or on the grounds of a public university, college or community college
unless the person is justified in using or displaying the weapon. Exempts a person who is
moving the weapon to or from secure storage.

7. Defines building as a permanent, enclosed structure with walls, a roof and limited access
through lockable doors or gates and includes a stadium with an open-air playing field. States
that a building does not include any part of a publicly accessible structure that is primarily
used for motor vehicle parking or the education of pupilsin akindergarten program or grades
1 through 12.

8. Exempts, from the misconduct involving weapons statute related to public establishments
and public events, the carrying of a concealed weapon by a person who possess a valid
concealed carry permit on the grounds of a public university, college or community college
unless prohibited by the interference with or disruption of an educational institution statute.

9. Exempts from liability a public university, college or community college for acts or
omissions related to the storage of deadly weapons, unless the public university, college or
community college intended to cause injury or was grossly negligent.

10. Makes technical and conforming changes.

11. Becomes effective on the general effective date.

Amendments Adopted by Committee

e Changes from a petty offense to a class 1 misdemeanor intentionally or knowingly
possessing a weapon in violation of a rule that restricts or prohibits the carrying or
transporting of a weapon on the grounds of, or within any building on the grounds of, a
public university, college or community college.
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e Classifies, as a class 4 felony, intentionally or knowingly brandishing a weapon in a
threatening manner that a person lawfully possesses in or on the grounds of a public
university, college or community college, with certain exceptions.

Senate Action
JUD 02/06/12 DPA 5-3-0-0
Prepared by Senate Research

February 7, 2012
GK/CS/tf
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