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ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
Fiftieth Legislature, Second Regular Session 

 
AMENDED 

FACT SHEET FOR S.B 1433 
 

cities; towns; police functions; revocation 
 
Purpose 
 
            An emergency measure that requires a city or town that meets certain requirements to 
forfeit their control of law enforcement.  
 
Background 
 

Title 9 of the Arizona Revised Statutes contains state law related to cities and towns 
including statutes that dictate a city or towns form of government, general powers of municipal 
government, services a municipality must provide, and guidelines for development.  
 

Arizona currently has 91 incorporated cities and towns that provide or contract for 
services including police and fire, emergency response, water, wastewater, airports and garbage 
removal. 
 

According to their website, The Arizona Peace Officer Standards and Training Board was 
originally created to address the need for minimum peace officer selection, recruitment, retention 
and training standards, and to provide curriculum and standards for all certified law enforcement 
training facilities. 
     

The mission of the Arizona Peace Officer Standards and Training Board is to foster 
public trust and confidence by establishing and maintaining standards of integrity, competence, 
and professionalism for Arizona peace officers and correctional officers. 
 

There is no anticipated impact to the state General Fund associated with this legislation.  
 
Provisions 
 
1. Suspends the authority to establish, regulate, appoint or remove the police for a city or town 

where 50 percent or more of the city or town’s police officers have had their peace officer 
certifications revoked by the Arizona Peace Officer Standards and Training (AZPOST) 
Board according to a specific formula.  

 
2. Requires the Board to determine the number of police officers who have had their 

certification revoked as follows:  
• the number of police officers whose certifications have been revoked over any 

consecutive 8 year period / average number of certified police officers employed by the 
city or town over the same period. 
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3. Requires the Arizona Attorney General (AG) to confirm that the reasons for the police 

officers’ revocations are based on systemic issues and not solely on individual police officer 
misconduct. 

 
4. Requires the AG to notify the relevant county board of supervisors (BOS) and the city or 

town to forfeit their control of law enforcement. 
 
5. Requires the county sheriff to immediately assume the law enforcement functions within the 

city or town and requires the city or town to reimburse the county sheriff for all reasonable 
costs for providing those functions within 60 days. 

 
6. Requires, if the city or town fails to reimburse the county sheriff, the State Treasurer to 

withhold a portion of the city or town’s transaction privilege tax distribution and transfer that 
amount to the county.  

 
7. Requires, within six months after assuming law enforcement functions, the county sheriff in 

consultation with the city or town and the BOS to begin to prepare a written report that 
includes at least the causes of the police officer certification revocations, a cost analysis for 
the assumption of law enforcement functions and a list of training requirements, policies and 
procedures intended to remedy the reasons for the revocations. 

 
8. Allows the city or town to request the reinstatement of their law enforcement functions after 

5 years.  
 
9. Stipulates that a city, town or law enforcement agency does not have standing in an AZPOST 

proceeding involving the certification of any of the law enforcement agency’s police officers.  
 
10. Becomes effective on signature of the Governor, if the emergency clause is enacted.  
 
Amendments Adopted by Committee 
 
• Changed penalty language and requirements for a county BOS. 
 
Amendments Adopted by Committee of the Whole 
 
• Clarifies that it is the state that directs the county sheriff to assume law enforcement 

functions. 
 
Senate Action 
 
GR   2/8/12      DPA      6-0-1-0 
3rd Read  2/27/12        30-0-0-0 
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