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ARIZONA STATE SENATE

Fiftieth Legidature, Second Regular Session

FINAL AMENDED
FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1255

school courses; mastery of competency

Purpose

Directs State Board of Education (SBE) to establish competency-based educational
pathways that allow a student to advance when they can demonstrate mastery of a subject.
Requires SBE to develop rules for the competency-based system.

Background

The State Board of Education (SBE) has the responsibility to prescribe the minimum
course of study and competency requirements for student to graduate from Arizona public
schools. (A.R.S. 815-203). Pursuant to SBE adopted rules, students in the graduating class of
2012 are required to complete of 20 credits as follows. English (4 credits); American and
Arizona history (1 credit); world history/geography (1 credit); American and Arizona
government (1/2 credit); economics (1/2 credit); math (3 credits); science (2 credits); fine arts or
vocational education (1 credit); additional courses prescribed by the governing board, subject to
SBE approval (7 credits). Additionally, students must receive a passing score on the reading,
math and writing portions of the Arizona Instruments to Measure Standards (AIMS) test in order
to receive an Arizona high school diploma.

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this
legidation.

Provisions

1. Requires SBE to adopt rules that establish competency-based educationa pathways that may

be used by schools. The rules adopted must include the following:

a) the establishment of learning outcomes that will be expected for students in a particular
subject matter;

b) a process and criteria for assessments to be identified or established to determine if
students have reached the desired competencies in a subject;

¢) a mechanism to allow students in grades seven through twelve who have demonstrated
competency in a subject matter to immediately obtain credit for the mastery of that
subject. The rules shall include a list of applicable subjects and a level of competency
required for each subject.

2. Adds that competency-based educationa pathways are for college and career readiness.
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3.

5.

6.

Establishes several options for students pursuing a competency-based diploma, as follows:

a) Option 1 - Enroll the following semester in an Arizona community college in courses
offered on a community college campus, high school campus or both;

b) Option 2 - Remain in high school and enroll programs of study available to students of
the school district or charter school;

c) Option 3 - Enroll in afull-time career and technical education (CTE) program offered on
a community college campus, a high school campus, a joint technological education
district (JTED) campus or any combination; or

d) Option 4 - If a student receiving a competency-based diploma is accepted for admission
to a university under the jurisdiction of the Arizona Board of Regents (ABOR), the
student may enroll in the university after completing additional high school coursework
designed to prepare for admission to high quality postsecondary institutions offering
baccalaureate degrees.

Specifies the requirements for students choosing, and school districts and charter schools

offering Option 1 asfollows:

a) directs community colleges to admit students with a competency-based diploma if they
meet other admission criteria and prohibits requiring those students to take remedial
COUrSes,

b) requires school districts and charter schools to include a student who earned a
competency-based diploma, and remains enrolled in a community college, in their
student counts for funding purposes until the student would have otherwise graduated and
prohibits a community college from classifying the student as a full-time student
equivalent (FTSE);

¢) requires a school district or charter school to reimburse a community college 20 percent
of the average daily membership (ADM) amount that would be received for a student
who earned a competency-based diploma and left the school before the end of the twelfth
grade to enter acommunity college;

d) instructs school districts and charter schools to reimburse, if the student attends a
community college on a community college campus, for the amount of capital outlay
FTSE monies and exempts such payments from the community college's expenditure
l[imitation; and

€) directs school districts and charter schools to expend 50 percent of the remaining per-
pupil funding on teacher and student incentives; including scholarships and the other 50
percent must be expended on maintenance and operations and capital.

Adds that a student entering a community college under Option 1 is responsible for tuition.

Stipulates students following Option 1, Option 2 and Option 3 and continuing to take courses
on high school campuses are eligible to participate in extracurricular activities, including
interscholastic sports, through the end of 12th grade.

Directs school districts and charters to include students electing Option 2, Option 3 and
Option 4 in student counts for funding purposes, until the student would have otherwise
graduated.
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8. Limitsthe Average Daily Membership to 1.25 for students pursuing Option 3 and attending a
JTED.

9. Directs school district or charter schools to distribute their ADM for a student choosing

Option 4 amount as follows:

a) one-third will be retained by the school district or the operator of the charter school;

b) one-third will be retained for use at the school site; and

c) one-third will distributed as follows: one-half of shall be deposited in a scholarship
account established and managed by the school district from which the student graduated
specifically for a student who qualifies for the competency-based diploma and who
attends a university under the jurisdiction of ABOR as full-time student and the other
one-half of which shall be retained by the university where the student is enrolled.

10. Stipulates competency-based diploma graduates are not eigible for the Early Graduation
Scholarship Program.

11. Contains alegidative intent clause as permanent law.
12. Makes technical changes.
13. Becomes effective on the general effective date.

Amendments Adopted by Committee of the Whole

1. Removes the requirement that the State Board of Education (SBE) recommended funding
model for competency-based pathwaysin rule.

2. Removes language allowing SBE to select and enter into a contract with a private
organization with expertise in competency-based education in order to develop the rules for
competency-based pathways.

Amendments Adopted by the House of Representatives

1. Establishes several options for students pursuing a competency-based diploma.

2. Specifies the requirements for students choosing, and school districts and charter schools
offering Option 1.

3. Addsthat a student entering a community college under Option 1 is responsible for tuition.

4. Stipulates students when following Option 1, Option 2 and Option 3 are digible to
participate in extracurricular activities, including interscholastic sports.

5. Directs school districts and charters to include students electing Option 2, Option 3 and
Option 4 student counts for funding purposes.
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6. Adds how the ADM for students pursuing Option 3 and attending a JTED will be
determined.

7. Specifies how school district or charter schools are to distribute their ADM for a student
choosing Option 4.

8. Adds that competency-based diploma graduates are not digible for the Early Graduation
Scholarship Program.

9. Movesthe legidative intent clause to permanent law.
Senate Action House Action

ED 1/30/12 DP 6-2-0-0 ED 2/27/12 DP 8-0-0-2
3" Read 2/16/12 30-0-0-0 3" Read 3/20/12 54-3-3-0
Final Read  3/28/12 30-0-0-0

Signed by the Governor 3/29/12
Chapter 149

Prepared by Senate Research
April 2, 2012
LL/ly




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


