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ARIZONA STATE SENATE

Fiftieth Legidature, Second Regular Session

AMENDED
FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1216

emergency vehicle access plan; ADOT

Purpose

Requires the Director of the Arizona Department of Transportation to include an
emergency vehicle access plan for projects requiring a traffic management plan in state highway
work zones.

Background

A state highway work zone is defined as an area that is within a state highway right-of-
way and that is subject to preliminary engineering work or construction, repair or maintenance
work. Current law requires the Director of the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT
Director) to adopt standards and specifications for work zone safety and mobility in state
highway work zones. In adopting standards and specifications, the plans must provide for
consultation with stakeholders, including area law enforcement and emergency responders, on
projects requiring a traffic management plan (A.R.S. § 28-652).

Federal law require state and local governments that receive federal-aid highway funding
to prepare traffic management plans (TMPs) for work zone safety and mobility (23 CFR 630,
Subpart J). TMPs refer to a set of coordinated transportation management strategies and
procedures used by a state or local transportation agency to manage the work zone impacts of
road projects within its jurisdiction. For significant projects, TMPs include temporary traffic
control measures and devices to facilitate road users through a work zone; traffic strategies to
mitigate impacts of the work zone on the operation and management of the transportation
system; and a public information outreach component.

ADOT aso implements TMPs for work zone safety and mobility on state highway
projects, but they vary in detail depending on the project’s level of significance. A TMP's
content and level of detail are generally based on ADOT’s work zone policies and anticipated
work zone project impacts. For example, TMPs for projects of minor significance may consist of
temporary traffic control measures and only consider addressing traffic operations and public
information.

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this
legidation.
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Provisions

1. For projects that require a TMP, requires the ADOT Director to include an emergency
vehicle access plan as part of the adopted standards and specifications for work zone safety
and mobility in state highway work zones.

2. Requires the ADOT Director to take the following actions when developing emergency
access plans:
a) consult with arealaw enforcement and emergency responders; and
b) communicate the plan to area law enforcement and emergency responders by electronic

mail, fax, or other effective means.
3. Makestechnical and conforming changes.

4. Becomes effective on the general effective date.

Amendments Adopted by Committee

e Transfers provisions relating to emergency vehicle access plans to a different section of law
(A.R.S. §28-652).

Senate Action
NRT 1/30/12 DPA 6-0-0
Prepared by Senate Research

January 31, 2012
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