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ARIZONA STATE SENATE

Fiftieth Legidature, Second Regular Session

AMENDED
FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1168

ueation: federalfunds: technical )
(NOW: dropout recovery program; changes)

Purpose

Makes changes to dropout recovery program statutes.

Background

Arizona law defines a dropout as a student who was enrolled in a public school at any
time during the school year, but was not enrolled at the end of the school year, and did not
transfer to another school, graduate, or die. (https.//www.azed.gov/asd/dropout/). The Arizona
Department of Education (ADE) provides numerous resources tor schools for dropout prevention
including AIMS dropout intervention and educational programs for at-risk students.

Laws 2011, Chapter 270 alowed school districts and charter schools that provide
instruction to high school students to offer a dropout recovery program. A dropout recovery
program is a program which enrolls students who have already dropped out of public schools and
provides services designed to enable them to earn a high school diploma or demonstrate college
readiness. The State Board of Education (SBE) is currently in the process of prescribing
standards other requirements for dropout recovery programs. The dropout recovery program
statutes become effective on July 1, 2012.

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this
legislation.

Provisions
Dropout Recovery Programs

1. Prohibits an Arizona Online Instruction provider from operating a dropout recovery program.

2. Requires dropout recovery program monthly participation data to be reported to ADE along
with other student data that is currently required.

3. Deletes the exemption for attendance, graduation and test scores of dropout recovery
program pupils from the requirements of annua achievement profiles and school report
cards.

4. Adds that dropout recovery programs are classified as alternative schools and are subject to
the accountability provisions for alternative schools.
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10.

11.

12.

Permits entities that are contracted to provide dropout recovery programs to conduct outreach
to encourage pupils who are not currently enrolled in a school district or charter school to
return to school.

Prohibits entities that are contracted to provide dropout recovery programs from using
advertising or marketing campaigns aimed at students who are currently enrolled in a school
district or charter school, or participate any other activity that encourages students who are
currently enrolled in a school district or charter school to stop attending school in order to
qualify for a dropout recovery program.

Dropout Recovery Program Funding

Clarifies that funding for a student participating in a dropout recovery program will not
exceed 1.0 average daily membership (ADM) plus average daily attendance if the student is
enrolled in a school district or charter school other than the school district or charter school
operating the recovery program.

Specifies that the ADM for a student enrolled in a dropout recovery program and a joint
technological education district (JTED) owned and operated by a school district can not
exceed 1.25.

Miscellaneous

Revises the definition of eligible pupil to mean a pupil who, if enrolled, would be eligible for
placement in an alternative school or is unable to participate in another district program.

Defines satisfactory monthly progress as an amount of progress that measurable on a
monthly basis and that, if continued for a full 12 months, would result in the same amount of
academic credit being awarded to the pupil as would be awarded to a pupil in a traditional
education program who completes a full school year. Satisfactory monthly progress can
include a lesser required amount of progress for the first two months that a pupil participates
in adropout recovery program.

Makes technical and conforming changes.

Becomes effective on the general effective date, retroactive to July 1, 2011.

Amendments

Adopted the strike-everything amendment.

Amendments adopted by the Committee of the Whole.

Specifies that a pupil can be eligible for a dropout recovery program if the district determines
the pupil is unable to participate in another district program.
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