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AMENDED 

FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1061 
 

national school lunch program; optional 
 
Purpose 
 
            Repeals statute mandating certain schools participate in the National School Lunch 
Program (NSLP).  
 
Background 
 

The NSLP is a federally assisted meal program operating in public schools, residential 
child care institutions and non-profit private schools. According to the United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA), the NSLP provides nutritionally balanced, low-cost or free lunches to 
children each school day. The program was established under the National School Lunch Act in 
1946. 

 
Schools participating in the NSLP receive cash subsidies and foods from the USDA for 

each meal they serve. Schools must serve lunches that meet federal nutritional requirements and 
offer free or reduced price lunches to eligible children in order to participate in the NSLP. 
Federal nutritional requirements are set by the Dietary Guidelines for Americans. 
 

The USDA states any child at a participating school may purchase a meal through the 
NSLP and children from families with incomes at or below 130 percent of the poverty level are 
eligible for free meals. Those with incomes between 130 and 185 percent of the poverty level are 
eligible for reduced-price meals, for which students can be charged no more than forty cents. 

 
There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 

legislation.   
 

Provisions 
 
1. Removes language requiring elementary schools, middle schools and junior high schools to 

participate in the NSLP and replaces it with permissive authority to participate in the 
program. Schools that choose to opt out of the NSLP must notify the parent or guardian of all 
students enrolled at that school at least 60 days before the end of participation. 

 
2. Allows high schools permissive authority to participate in the NSLP. 

 
3. Makes technical changes. 
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4. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 
 
Amendments Adopted by Committee of the Whole 
 
• Requires schools that opt out of the NSLP to notify the parent or guardian of all students 

enrolled at that school at least 60 days before the end of participation. 
 
Senate Action 
 
ED   1/10/12         DP     6-1-1-0 
3rd Read 2/9/12            19-10-1-0 
 
Prepared by Senate Research 
February 9, 2012 
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