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SUBJECT: House Changes to S.B. 1036 – release of records; medical; payment (NOW: eye care 

services; health insurance 
________________________________________________________________________________                       
 
  As passed by the Senate, S.B. 1036 removes the ability of a health care provider to 
deny a records request made by a patient’s health care decision maker under certain circumstances, 
as a clarifying change. 
 
 The House of Representative adopted a strike everything amendment that does the 
following: 
 
Purpose 
 
 Modifies the requirements by which eye care services are offered under group disability and 
blanket disability insurance contracts. 
 
Background 
 
 Statute defines disability insurance as insurance against bodily injury, disablement or death 
by accident or accidental means, or the expense thereof, or against disablement or expense resulting 
from sickness, and every insurance appertaining thereto.  Group disability and blanket disability are 
forms of disability insurance which cover specific groups of people. 
 
 Currently, if any group disability or blanket disability insurance contract provides or offers 
eye care services, the subscriber has the freedom to select either an optometrist or a physician and 
surgeon skilled in diseases of the eye to provide the examination, care, or treatment for which the 
subscriber is eligible and which falls within the scope of practice of the optometrist or physician and 
surgeon. Unless the contract provides otherwise, there can be no reimbursement for ophthalmic 
materials, lenses, spectacles, eyeglasses, or other appurtenances. 
 
 There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 
legislation. 
 
Provisions 
 
1. Clarifies that a subscriber has the freedom to choose either an optometrist or physician and 

surgeon skilled in diseases of the eye to provide the examination, care or treatment for which the 
subscriber is eligible if any group disability or blanket disability contract provides eye medical 
care, whether by a network of health care providers or by the selection of a health care provider. 

 
2. Prohibits any specific optometrist or physician, or number or percentage or optometrists or 

physicians, be included on an insurers’ provider panel. 
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3. Makes technical changes. 
 
4. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 
 
Senate Action     House Action 
 
PSHS       1/11/12     DP     6-0-0  HHS           3/12/12     W/D 
3rd Read     1/19/12               28-0-1-1  BI               3/12/12     DPA/SE     6-1-0-0 
      3rd Read      5/3/12         56-0-4  
  
BR/ly 
Cc:  All Senators  
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