HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SB 1332

federal lands; conveyance and taxation
Sponsors: Senators Melvin, Allen, Griffin, et al.

DP Committee on Judicary
X Caucus and COW
House Engrossed
OVERVIEW

SB 1332 requires the United States to extinguish title to all public lands in Arizona and transfer
title of those lands to the state.

HISTORY

Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) 8§ 37-904 provides for a Public Lands Board of Review
(Board) which consists of the State Land Commission; Director of Environmental Quality; State
Geologist; Director of the Arizona State Parks Board; Director of the Department of
Transportation; Deputy State Forester; Director of Water Resources,; Director of the Arizona
Game and Fish Department; the chairman of the Board of Supervisors of a county in which
public lands are located; and one county supervisor, appointed by the Governor. The Board is
directed by statute to review, approve or disapprove, affirm, modify or reverse al rules and
regulations proposed by the commissioner (A.R.S. § 37-904).

Public lands means all lands within the exterior boundaries of the state, except lands: held by
any natural person, corporation, company, partnership, firm, association, society or any other
entity; owned or held in trust by the state or any political subdivision of the state, including
leased school or university land; located within and meet the standards and purposes of
congressionally authorized national parks, monuments, national forests and wildlife refuges and
such other lands acquired by purchase, exchange, gift or eminent domain consented to by the
legidature; controlled by the United States Department of Defense, Department of Energy or
Bureau of Reclamation and which were acquired by consent of the legislature and which meet
standards and purposes for which control was authorized; and held in trust for Indian purposes or
which are Indian reservations (A.R.S. 8§ 37-901).

PROVISIONS
. Asserts that the United States must extinguish title and transfer title of all public lands to the
state on or before December 31, 2014.

. Statesthat if the state sells the public lands, the state must:
> Deposit five per cent of the net proceeds of the sale in the permanent state school fund;
and
> Pay ninety-five per cent of the net proceeds of the sale to the United States.

« Instructs that beginning in 2015, all public lands which the United States has not
extinguished and transferred title to the state are subject to assessment, levy and taxation.

. Defines net proceeds as the gross proceeds from the sale of public lands less expenses
incident to the sale.
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« Directsthe Board to recommend legislation:

>
>
>

Creating a commission to administer the disposal of public lands;

Modifying the definition of public lands

Establishing a process for determining interests, rights or uses related to

o Easements;

Minerals, oil, gas, geothermal, timber, water and other natural resources,

Livestock grazing;

Mining;

Recreation,

Rights of entry; and

o Specia uses

Establishing the conditions under which the state may cede land to the federa

government for national park and recreational purposes including:

o  Circumstances under which the land must revert to the state;

o Theretention of interests, rights or uses; and

o Whether the state should retain the authority to assess and levy taxes, assessments or
charges on activities conducted within the national park or exercise civil or crimina
jurisdiction over the property

Establishing the process for:

o The United States to extinguish title to public lands;

o The stateto receive title to public lands from the United States; and

o Thestateto sell public lands

Establishing procedures and requirements for subjecting unsold public lands to

assessment, levy and taxation, including the lien, foreclosure and sale of public lands for

unpaid taxes

Establishing other requirements related to nation forests, national monuments, national

recreation areas and other public lands administered by the United States

O O O O O

« Instructs the Board to report its findings to the Governor, President of the Senate and Speaker
of the House of Representatives on or before November 30, 2012.
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