HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SB 1293

veterans' organizations; solicitations
Sponsors: Senator Nelson

DP Committee on Military Affairs and Public Safety
DP Caucus and COW

X As Transmitted to the Governor

OVERVIEW

SB 1293 eliminates the authority of the Arizona Department of Veterans Services (Department)
to approve or disapprove veterans organizations seeking to solicit donations in the name of
American veterans.

HISTORY

The Department’s mission is to enrich and honor Arizona's veterans and their families through
education, advocacy, and service. The Department provides services to Arizona' s veterans and
their dependents through nursing and rehabilitative care delivered in the Veteran Home, benefits
counseling and assistance, buria in the state Veterans' cemetery, and fiduciary services.
Currently, the Department is required to approve or disapprove veterans organizations seeking
to solicit money or other support in Arizona in the name of American veterans (Arizona Revised
Statutes (A.R.S.) § 41-603).

A.R.S. § 44-6552 requires charitable organizations to file a registration statement with the
Arizona Secretary of State (SOS) before soliciting its first contribution. Each following year the
charitable organization must file an annual registration statement between September 1 and
September 30. The SOS determines the format of the initial and annual registration statements
by rule.

In September 2011, the Office of the Auditor General issued a sunset review report of the
Department (Report No. 11-10). The Report recommended that the Legislature consider
eliminating the Department’s approval authority of veterans organizations seeking to solicit
money in the name of veterans because the Department could not establish meaningful approval
criteria for such organizations and there are laws regarding the solicitations of donations already
in place.

PROVISIONS
« Removes the Department’s approval authority for veterans' organizations that solicit money
or other support in Arizonain the name of American veterans.

« Requires veterans' organizations that solicit money or other support in Arizona for American
veteransto register with the SOS, rather than requiring Department approval.
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