HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
SB 1255

school courses; mastery of competency
Sponsor: Senator Crandall

DP Committee on Education
DPA Caucus and COW

X As Transmitted to Governor

OVERVIEW
SB 1255 requires the State Board of Education (SBE) to adopt rules to define competency-based
educational pathways for college and career readiness that will be available to eigible students.

HISTORY

SBE was created by the Arizona Constitution and regulates the conduct of public schools in the
state. The powers and duties of SBE include, but are not limited to, enforcing laws related to
schools, supervising and controlling the certification of teachers and administrators and
devel oping graduation requirements.

Currently, SBE is required to prescribe a minimum course of study to be taught in the common
schools and competency requirements for the promotion of students from grades three and eight.
Additionally, SBE must distribute guidelines to the school districts to follow in prescribing
criteria for the promotion of students from grade to grade in the common schools. SBE is
required to adopt rules to allow common school students who can demonstrate competency in a
particular academic course or subject to obtain credit for the course or subject without enrolling
in the course (Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § 15-701).

Statute also requires SBE to prescribe a minimum course of study and competency requirements
for the graduation of students from high school. SBE must develop competency tests in the areas
of reading, writing and mathematics and establish passing scores required for high school
graduation. High school students must be allowed to obtain credit for a course in which they can
demonstrate competency without enrolling in that course (A.R.S. § 15-701.01).

PROVISIONS
« Requires multiple pathways to be made available to students who are eligible for a high
school diploma through a defined, competency-based college-ready educational pathway.

. Allowseéligible students to do one of the following:
> Enroll the following fall semester in a community college.

o Public community colleges in this state must admit students who obtain a high
school diploma through the fulfillment of a defined, competency-based educational
pathway and who are otherwise qualified.

o The school district or charter school from which the student earned the high school
diploma must include that student in its student count and continue to receive per-
pupil funding until that student would otherwise have graduated at the end of 12"
grade, aslong as that student is enrolled as a full-time community college student.

o The school district or charter school is required to subtract 20% of its average daily
membership (ADM) amount to reimburse the community college.
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o If the student attends classes on a community college campus, the school district or
charter school must reimburse the community college district for the amount of
operating and capital outlay full-time student equivalency (FTSE) monies. The
amount of operating FTSE monies must equal the average appropriation per FTSE
for all community college districts.

o Half of the remaining balance of per-pupil funding must be used for teacher and
student incentives, including scholarship programs, to offset the costs of
competency-based pathways and to provide customized programs of assistance for
students who do not demonstrate mastery.

o The other half must be used for maintenance and operations, including capital.

o A student who chooses this option is responsible for tuition.

o A student who earns a high school diploma can enroll in community college courses
offered on a community college or high school campus, or both.

o Community colleges are prohibited from classifying a student who elects to remain
in high school as a full-time equivalent student.

o A student who takes community college classes on a high school campus is €ligible
to participate in extracurricular activities, including interscholastic sports, through
the end of 12" grade.

o The expenditure by community college districts of payments from the school district
or charter school will not be included in the constitutional community college district
expenditure limit.

o If the student takes classes on a community college campus, the funding and
implementation mechanics must be determined by agreement between the school
district or charter school and the community college.

> Remain in high school and participate in the programs of study available through the
school district or charter school.

o The school district or charter school must include that student in the school district
or charter school’ s student count and continue to receive per-pupil funding until that
student would otherwise have graduated at the end of 12th grade, as long as the
student is enrolled in approved advanced preparation programs of study at the school
district or charter school.

o Students who choose to remain in high school cannot be prevented from enrolling at
a high school after becoming eligible for a high school diploma and must be allowed
to participate in extracurricular activities, including interscholastic sports, through
the end of 12th grade.

> Enroll in afull-time career and technical education (CTE) program offered on ahigh
school or joint technical education district (JTED) campus, or any combination of these
campuses.

o A student who chooses this option cannot be prevented from enrolling at a high
school after becoming eligible for a high school diploma and must be allowed to
participate in extracurricular activities, including interscholastic sports, through the
end of 12th grade.

o The school district or charter school at which the student became eligible for the
high school diploma must include that student in its student count and continue to
receive per-pupil funding until that student would otherwise have graduated at the
end of 12th grade, aslong as that student is enrolled in afull-time CTE program.

o If the student receives instruction from a JTED in a full-time CTE program that is
designed to lead to a certificate awarded by an industry or recognized as meeting
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industry standards, the sum of the ADM for that student cannot exceed 1.25. The
ADM will be apportioned at 1.0 for the JTED and 0.25 for the school district.

> If accepted for admission to a university under the jurisdiction of the Arizona Board of
Regents, enroll in the university after completion of additional high school coursework
designed to prepare students for admission to selective postsecondary institutions that
offer baccalaureate degrees.

o

The school district or charter school from which the student earned the high school
diploma must include that student in the school district or charter school’s student
count and continue to receive per-pupil funding until that student would otherwise
have graduated at the end of 12th grade, as long as that student is enrolled full-time
in the university.

One-third of the school district or charter school’s ADM will be retained by the
school district or the operator of the charter school.

One-third of the school district or charter school’s ADM will be retained for use at
the school site.

One-sixth of the school district or charter school’s ADM will be deposited in a
scholarship account for that student established and managed by the school district
or charter school from which the student graduated.

One-sixth of the school district or charter school’'s ADM will be retained by the
university where the student is enrolled.

. Prohibits a student who obtains a high school diploma through a defined, competency-based
educational pathway from being eligible to participate in the Early Graduation Scholarship
Program.

« Requires SBE to adopt rules to define competency-based educational pathways, including:
> The establishment of expected |earning outcomes in a particular subject.
> A process and criteria by which assessments may be identified or established to
determine if students have reached the desired competenciesin a particular subject.
> A mechanism to allow secondary students who have demonstrated competency in a
subject to immediately obtain credit for mastery of that subject.
> A list of applicable subjects, including the level of competency required for each subject.

. Makesatechnical change.
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