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OVERVIEW 
SB 1253 is an emergency measure that allows an elementary school district to withdraw from a 
joint technical education district (JTED).  

HISTORY 
JTEDs were created in 1990 to act as cooperatives for school districts to deliver specialized 
vocational, career and technical education courses for students to attain sufficient skills to enter 
into occupations that normally do not require a baccalaureate or advanced degree. Arizona 
currently has 13 operational JTEDs.  

Currently, statute allows an entire school district to withdraw from a JTED with a majority vote 
of the school boards of a majority of the school districts in the JTED. If a majority of the school 
boards approves the withdrawal, the question for withdrawal moves to the joint board, which 
may approve the withdrawal by a majority vote of its members. If the joint board approves, the 
question for withdrawal must be sent to the ballot at the next general election for the voters of the 
school district seeking to withdraw.  

PROVISIONS 
• Authorizes an elementary school district that is not within the boundaries of a union high 

school district to withdraw from a JTED with a majority vote of its school board.  

• Stipulates if the school board approves the withdrawal, the question for withdrawal must be 
sent to the ballot at the next general election for the voters of the elementary school district. 

• Requires the governing board of the elementary school district to notify the JTED governing 
board within 10 days of approving the withdrawal. 

• Conforms language to clarify that an elementary school district cannot change its qualifying 
tax rate for the remainder of the year after it withdraws from the JTED. 

• Contains an emergency clause.  
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