HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SB 1189

health professionals; state regulation; exception
Sponsors: Senators Barto, Gray, Yarbrough, et al.

X Committee on Health and Human Services
Caucus and COW
House Engrossed
OVERVIEW

SB 1189 allows a health professional who is licensed in good standing within a jurisdiction of
the United States to provide free services at a free clinic without being licensed or authorized in
Arizona.

HISTORY

Current law requires health professionals to be licensed or certified in Arizonato practice in their
field. Licensure or licensee, as defined by Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § 32-3101, refers
to an individual with the nontransferable authorization to perform a health activity, which would
otherwise be unlawful in this state in the absence of the permission, and that is based on
qualifications that include graduation from an accredited or approved program and acceptable
performance on a qualifying examination or a series of examinations.

Under current law, several regulatory boards offer temporary licenses, special permits or pro
bono registration to allow health professionals licensed in another state to practice in Arizona
emergencies or other special cases, such as the Arizona Medical Board, Dental Board, Medical
Radiologic Technology Board of Examiners and Board of Physical Therapy (A.R.S. 88 32-1428,
32-1237, 32-2814 and 32-2021).

PROVISIONS
« Exempts a health care professiona who provides free services at a free clinic, that does not
provide abortions, from Arizona licensure if the health care professional meets all of the
following requirements:
> Islicensed in good standing or authorized to practice the profession by a state health
professional regulatory agency within the jurisdiction of the United States.
> Redtricts the health professional’s services and duties to the provision of free care or
services at afree medical clinic.
> Provides only the free care or services that the health professional is licensed or
authorized to provide by a state health professional regulatory agency or aterritory of the
United States.
> Provides to the free clinic a copy of al current licenses or authorizations to practice held
by the professional, the free clinic must retain the copy for two years and a health
professional who has voluntarily surrendered their license in lieu of disciplinary action is
not eligible to provide services at afreeclinic.
> Attests in writing, that their license or authorization to practice is not suspended or
revoked. The sponsoring organization must retain this information for two years and any
restrictions from a disciplinary action must apply to services provided at afree clinic.
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. Stipulates before providing heath care services, a sponsoring organization must provide to
the Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS) aregistration form that includes:

>

The name of the sponsoring organization and the name of the principal individua or
individuals who are the officers or organizational officials and who are responsible for
the operation of the sponsoring organization.

The location and county of the sponsoring organization’s principal office and
corresponding information for each official.

The telephone numbers for the principal office and each official.

The location of the free clinic and the length of time if is anticipated to operate.

A statement that the sponsoring organization has verified that al participating health care
professionals participating in the free clinic is licensed or authorized to practice in good
standing.

« Requires the sponsoring organization to notify ADHS within 30 days after any change in the
sponsoring organization or officials name and location.

« Requires a sponsoring organization to file a report with ADHS that contains the date, place
and type and a general description of the services provided, together with a listing of all
licensed and certified health care providers who participated in health care services.

. Defines the terms free medical clinic, provision of free care or services at a free medical
clinic and sponsoring organization.
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