HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SB 1004
dental hygienists; local anesthetics
Sponsor: Senator Barto

DP Committee on Health and Human Services
DP Caucus and COW

X As Transmitted to the Governor

OVERVIEW

SB 1004 allows a denta hygienist to administer local anesthetics under general supervision if
certain requirements are met.

HISTORY

Arizona Revised Statutes § 32-1281 details the duties that a licensed dental hygienist can
perform under the general supervision and direct supervision of a dentist. General supervision
takes place when the dentist who is supervising is available for consultation, whether or not the
dentist isin the office. Under direct supervision, adentist is present in the office while the dental
hygienist is treating the patient. The supervising dentist is responsible for any procedures
authorized under direct supervision.

According to the American Dental Hygienists Association’s website, 43 states permit dental
hygienists to administer local anesthesia, and seven of these states allow hygienists to administer
local anesthetics while under general supervision. The House Health and Human Services
Committee of Reference and the Senate Healthcare and Medical Liability Reform Committee of
Reference (COR) met in October 2011 to consider an expansion of practice for dental hygienists
to administer local anesthetics under general supervision, and the COR recommended that
legidlation be drafted for consideration by the full legislature.

PROVISIONS
« Allows a denta hygienist to administer local anesthetics under general supervision if the
following are true:
> Thepatient isat least 18 years of age.
> The patient has been examined by a dentist within the last 12 months.
> There has been no change in the patient’s medical history since the last examination, and
if there has been a change, the dental hygienist must consult with the dentist before
administering anesthetics.
» The supervising dentist who performed the examination has approved the patient for the
administration of local anesthetics by a dental hygienist under general supervision and
documented this approval in the patient’s record.
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