HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
HB 2627

tax credit; charitable organizations
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Sponsors: Representatives Leslzo, Burges, Harper, et al.

DPA Committee on Ways and Means
X Caucus and COW
House Engrossed

OVERVIEW
HB 2627 modifies certification criteria required by the Arizona Department of Revenue (DOR)
in order for qualified charitable organizations to receive tax deductible contributions.

HISTORY

Currently, an individual income tax credit is allowed for voluntary cash contributions to
qualifying charitable organizations in the state of Arizona. A complete listing of qualifying
charitable organizations is annually published by DOR. The taxpayer is allowed to make
itemized deductions on their income tax return, for no more than $200 filing individually or $400
filing jointly.

To qualify for donations, charitable organizations must provide DOR with written certification
that the organization meets a specified set of criteria, which includes: verification of charitable
status; the organization’s prior annual budget; and verification that at least 50 percent of its
budget will continue to be allocated for Arizona residents who receive temporary assistance for
needy families benefits, who are low income residents, or who are chronically ill or physically
disabled children. Laws 2011, Chapter 55, added a statement requiring an organization to affirm
that they do not “provide, pay for, promote, provide coverage of or provide referrals for
abortions,” nor financially support any entity that does so. In a 2011 U.S. District Court case,
Arizona Coalition Against Domestic Violence v. Greene, Judge Roslyn Silver filed a temporary
injunction stating that the 2011 law restricts free speech.

Arizona prohibits the use of public funds, tax monies, funds of any political subdivision or any
federal funds passing through this state for the payment of abortion procedures, unless the
procedure is needed to save the life of the woman having the abortion. (Arizona Revised Statutes
§ 35-196.02).

PROVISIONS
. Modifies certification criteriarequired by DOR in order for qualified charitable organizations
to receive tax deductible contributions.
» Removes requirement that organizations declare if they promote or provide referrals for
abortions.

AMENDMENTS

Committee on Ways and Means

. Makestechnical and conforming changes.
> Includes a severability clause.
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