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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
HB 2503

campaign finance; threshold amount; report

Sponsor: Representative Yee

DP Committee on Technology and Infrastructure
X Caucus and COW
House Engrossed
OVERVIEW

HB 2503 adds the names of candidates who have filed a $500 threshold exemption statement to
the online municipal campaign finance reporting requirements.

HISTORY

Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) 8 16-902.01 requires each political committee that intends to
accept contributions or make expenditures of more than $500 to file a statement of organization
before accepting contributions, making expenditures, distributing campaign literature or
circulating petitions.  Political committees that intend to accept contributions and make
expenditures of $500 or less must file an exemption statement before accepting contributions,
making expenditures, distributing campaign literature or circulating petitions. Once a political
committee that has filed a $500 threshold exemption statement (Statement) receives
contributions or makes expenditures that exceed $500, they must then file a statement of
organization.

The committee and treasurer of the political committee which has filed a Statement are required
to maintain arecord of all contributions received and expenditures made by the committee. If a
committee does not exceed its $500 threshold, the committee terminates at the end of the election
cycle for which it was formed and is required to file a termination statement pursuant to statute.
If a committee fails to file a termination statement, it will be automatically terminated by
operation of law 90 days after the end of the election cycle it was formed for and they must pay a
civil penalty of $100 (A.R.S. § 16-904).

Current statute further requires all political statements, designations and reports to be filed with
the appropriate corresponding government jurisdiction. For example, political committees
supporting or opposing the recall of public officers elected to city or town offices must file their
statements with the city or town clerk, while political committees supporting or opposing the
recall of a public officer elected to a county office will file their statements with the county
officer in charge of elections. The Secretary of State, counties with a population of more than
100,000 persons and municipalities with a population of over 2,500 persons that operate a
website must maintain this information on that website (A.R.S. § 16-916).

PROVISIONS
« Requires the municipal campaign finance reporting information that is currently on acity or
town website to include the names of candidates who have filed a Statement.

« Allows this information to be posted on a website operated by an association of cities and
towns for those municipalities without a website.
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