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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Section 36-421, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 2 

read: 3 
36-421.  Application for construction or modification 4 
A.  An initial license application for a health care institution shall 5 

include architectural plans and specifications.  These plans and 6 
specifications shall meet the minimum standards for licensure within the 7 
class or subclass of health care institution for which it is intended.  The 8 
application shall include the name and address of each owner and lessee of 9 
any agricultural land regulated pursuant to section 3-365. 10 

B.  Construction or modification of a licensed health care institution 11 
shall meet the minimum standards for licensure within the class or subclass 12 
of health care institution for which it is intended. 13 

C.  An applicant shall comply with all state statutes and rules and 14 
local codes and ordinances required for the health care institution's 15 
construction. 16 

D.  A health care institution or its facility shall not be licensed if 17 
it is located on property that is less than four hundred feet from 18 
agricultural land that is regulated pursuant to section 3-365, except that 19 
the owner of the agricultural land may agree to comply with the buffer zone 20 
requirements of section 3-365.  If the owner agrees in writing to comply with 21 
the buffer zone requirements and records the agreement in the office of the 22 
county recorder as a restrictive covenant running with the title to the land, 23 
the health care institution or facility may be licensed and located within 24 
the affected buffer zone.  The agreement may include any stipulations 25 
regarding the health care institution or facility, including conditions for 26 
future expansion of the health care institution or facility and changes in 27 
the operational status of the health care institution or facility that will 28 
result in a breach of the agreement.  This subsection shall DOES not apply to 29 
the issuance or renewal of a license for a health care institution located in 30 
the same location for which a health care institution license was previously 31 
issued. 32 

E.  NOTWITHSTANDING ANY LAW TO THE CONTRARY, A HEALTH CARE INSTITUTION 33 
THAT WAS LICENSED AS A LEVEL 1 PSYCHIATRIC ACUTE BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 34 
FACILITY-INPATIENT FACILITY, AS OF JANUARY 1, 2012 AND THAT IS NOT CERTIFIED 35 
UNDER TITLE XIX OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT SHALL BE LICENSED AS A HOSPITAL 36 
AND IS NOT REQUIRED TO COMPLY WITH THE PHYSICAL PLANT STANDARDS FOR A GENERAL 37 
HOSPITAL, RURAL GENERAL HOSPITAL OR A SPECIAL HOSPITAL PRESCRIBED BY THE 38 
DEPARTMENT. 39 

E.  F.  For the purposes of this section, health care institution does 40 
not include a home health agency, a mental health service agency or a hospice 41 
service agency.  42 
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APPROVED BY THE GOVERNOR MARCH 29, 2012. 
 
FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE MARCH 29, 2012. 
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