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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Title 12, chapter 7, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended 2 

by adding article 6.1, to read: 3 
ARTICLE 6.1.  RIGHT OF INTERVENTION 4 

12-921.  Proceedings involving initiative or referendum 5 
measures; standing to intervene; attorney fees or 6 
costs 7 

A.  IN ANY PROCEEDING IN WHICH THE CONSTITUTIONALITY, LEGALITY OR 8 
APPLICATION OF A LAW THAT WAS ENACTED THROUGH AN INITIATIVE IS AT ISSUE, THE 9 
OFFICIAL INITIATIVE PROPONENT, WHETHER AN INDIVIDUAL, A GROUP OF INDIVIDUALS 10 
OR AN ORGANIZATION, THAT WISHES TO DEFEND THE LAW SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT TO 11 
INTERVENE AS A PARTY AND IS DEEMED TO HAVE PROPER STANDING IN THE MATTER. 12 

B.  IN ANY PROCEEDING IN WHICH THE CONSTITUTIONALITY, LEGALITY OR 13 
APPLICATION OF A LAW THAT WAS ENACTED THROUGH A REFERENDUM IS AT ISSUE, THE 14 
LEGISLATOR WHO WAS THE FIRST PRIME SPONSOR OF THE REFERENDUM AND WHO WISHES 15 
TO DEFEND THE LAW SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT TO INTERVENE AS A PARTY AND IS DEEMED 16 
TO HAVE PROPER STANDING IN THE MATTER. 17 

C.  THE ONLY OBJECTION THAT MAY BE RAISED TO A MOTION TO INTERVENE AS 18 
OF RIGHT PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION IS THAT THE PROPOSED INTERVENOR DOES NOT 19 
HAVE A GOOD FAITH INTENTION TO DEFEND THE LAW.  ANY PARTY OR PROPOSED 20 
INTERVENOR MAY RAISE THIS OBJECTION. 21 

D.  A PARTY WHO INTERVENES TO DEFEND A LAW PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION IS 22 
NOT LIABLE FOR ATTORNEY FEES OR COSTS OF ANY PARTY WHO IS CHALLENGING THE 23 
CONSTITUTIONALITY, LEGALITY OR APPLICATION OF THE LAW.  24 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED BY THE GOVERNOR MARCH 27, 2012. 
 
FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE MARCH 27, 2012. 
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