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Whereas, pursuant to the Clean Air Act, the United States Environmental 1 
Protection Agency (EPA) is considering stringent new emission controls on the 2 
Navajo generating station (NGS) in order to better protect public health and 3 
reduce regional haze at national parks and monuments; and 4 

Whereas, the NGS is a significant source of employment and revenue for 5 
members of the Navajo Nation and, through the Kayenta coal mine that supplies 6 
coal for NGS, for members of the Hopi Tribe as well; and  7 

Whereas, coal mining operations also contribute to employment of 8 
members of the Navajo Nation and Hopi Tribe and contribute $92 million each 9 
year in wages, benefits, royalties, business transactions and scholarships; 10 
and 11 

Whereas, the costs to implement new emissions controls and the 12 
uncertainty of future regulation could cause NGS participants to close the 13 
plant, resulting in a loss of jobs and revenue that would harm the Navajo and 14 
Hopi tribal communities; and 15 

Whereas, the Navajo Green Economy Commission can help provide a 16 
mechanism for transitioning to cleaner and more sustainable energy resources 17 
by seeking appropriate federal, state and other funding for the Navajo Nation 18 
Green Economy Fund and networking with local, state, national and 19 
international groups to advocate and build Navajo Nation green economy 20 
strategies and focus on small-scale, community development projects for 21 
economic development to empower local communities; and 22 

Whereas, in determining emissions control levels for NGS, the EPA 23 
should consider not only visibility improvement in the immediate area and the 24 
public health of the people affected by the emissions from the plant but also 25 
the importance of NGS to the economic well-being of the Navajo Nation and 26 
Hopi Tribe and any opportunities for transitioning these economies to 27 
renewable energy resources. 28 
Therefore 29 
Be it resolved by the Senate of the State of Arizona, the House of 30 

Representatives concurring: 31 
That the Members of the Legislature support the continuation of the 32 

Navajo generating station and support emissions standards for it that 33 
consider the need for clean air with state and tribal water, economic and 34 
employment needs. 35 
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