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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Title 41, chapter 5, article 6, Arizona Revised Statutes, 2 

is amended by adding sections 41-987 and 41-988, to read: 3 
41-987.  State poet laureate; appointment; term; duties; 4 

nomination committee 5 
A.  THE OFFICE OF STATE POET LAUREATE IS ESTABLISHED UNDER THE ARIZONA 6 

COMMISSION ON THE ARTS. 7 
B.  THE GOVERNOR, BASED ON A RANKED LIST OF THREE NOMINEES PROVIDED BY 8 

THE STATE POET LAUREATE NOMINATION COMMITTEE, SHALL APPOINT ONE PERSON TO 9 
SERVE AS THE STATE POET LAUREATE.  THE GOVERNOR SHALL HAVE SIXTY DAYS FROM 10 
RECEIPT OF THE NOMINEE LIST TO MAKE THE SELECTION.  EACH NOMINEE SHALL HAVE 11 
BEEN A RESIDENT OF THIS STATE FOR AT LEAST TWO YEARS AS OF THE DATE OF 12 
NOMINATION, RESIDE IN THIS STATE FOR AT LEAST SIX MONTHS OF THE YEAR, BE A 13 
POET OF STATURE RECOGNIZED IN THE LITERARY, CULTURAL, EDUCATION OR ACADEMIC 14 
COMMUNITIES AND HAVE A SIGNIFICANT PRIOR RECORD OF HIGH QUALITY, PUBLISHED OR 15 
DOCUMENTED WORK OR SERVICE THROUGH THE LITERARY ARTS.  NOMINEES MUST BE 16 
WILLING AND ABLE TO TRAVEL THROUGHOUT THIS STATE.  17 

C.  THE STATE POET LAUREATE SERVES A TWO YEAR TERM TO BEGIN AND END ON 18 
THE THIRD MONDAY IN JANUARY OF THE CORRESPONDING YEAR.  THE STATE POET 19 
LAUREATE MAY NOT SERVE MORE THAN THREE TERMS. 20 

D.  THE DUTIES OF THE STATE POET LAUREATE INCLUDE: 21 
1.  THE OFFERING OF AT LEAST FOUR PUBLIC READINGS EACH YEAR DURING THE 22 

APPOINTMENT TERM, IN BOTH URBAN AND RURAL COMMUNITIES, VISITING THE VARIOUS 23 
REGIONS OF THIS STATE AT LEAST ONCE DURING THE APPOINTMENT TERM. 24 

2.  THE PURSUIT OF A MAJOR LITERARY PROJECT OVER THE COURSE OF THE 25 
APPOINTMENT TERM, AGREED ON BETWEEN THE STATE POET LAUREATE AND THE 26 
COMMISSION.  THESE PROJECTS SHALL PLACE AN EMPHASIS ON OUTREACH TO RESIDENTS 27 
WHO MIGHT NOT OTHERWISE BE EXPOSED TO QUALITY POETRY.  28 

3.  THE PURSUIT OF OTHER PROJECTS RELATED TO POETRY AND THE LITERARY 29 
ARTS, INCLUDING COLLABORATION WITH THE POET LAUREATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 30 
OTHER STATE POETS LAUREATE OR OTHER ARTISTS, THAT THE STATE POET LAUREATE AND 31 
THE COMMISSION MAY FIND BENEFICIAL.  32 

E.  THE STATE POET LAUREATE NOMINATION COMMITTEE IS ESTABLISHED 33 
CONSISTING OF AT LEAST FOUR AND NOT MORE THAN SEVEN MEMBERS WHO ARE APPOINTED 34 
BY THE COMMISSION.  THE MEMBERS SHALL REPRESENT DIFFERENT GEOGRAPHIC REGIONS 35 
OF THIS STATE AND MAY INCLUDE ANY OF THE FOLLOWING: 36 

1.  PROFESSIONAL POETS. 37 
2.  WRITERS FROM OTHER LITERARY DISCIPLINES. 38 
3.  CREATIVE WRITING AND LITERATURE PROFESSORS AND TEACHERS. 39 
4.  BOARD MEMBERS AND DIRECTORS OF LITERARY ORGANIZATIONS.  40 
5.  LITERARY CRITICS. 41 
6.  OTHERS DEEMED BY THE COMMISSION TO HAVE SIGNIFICANT EXPERTISE IN 42 

CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN LITERATURE.  43 
7.  MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC.  44 
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F.  THE COMMISSION SHALL ESTABLISH A PROCESS TO SOLICIT APPLICATIONS 1 
AND NOMINATIONS FROM ANY OF THE FOLLOWING: 2 

1.  UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGE LITERATURE, CREATIVE WRITING AND ENGLISH 3 
DEPARTMENTS.  4 

2.  LITERARY ORGANIZATIONS AND SOCIETIES.  5 
3.  BOOK PUBLISHERS AND EDITORS.  6 
4.  DIRECTORS OF POETRY READING SERIES.  7 
5.  CHARTER, PRIVATE AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 8 
6.  BOOKSELLERS SPECIALIZING IN POETRY.  9 
7.  THE COMMISSION'S GRANTEE DATABASE, MAILING LISTS AND SOCIAL MEDIA 10 

EFFORTS.  11 
8.  MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC.  12 
41-988.  State poet laureate fund 13 
THE STATE POET LAUREATE FUND IS ESTABLISHED CONSISTING OF GIFTS, GRANTS 14 

AND DONATIONS.  THE COMMISSION SHALL ADMINISTER THE FUND.  MONIES IN THE FUND 15 
ARE CONTINUOUSLY APPROPRIATED.  THE COMMISSION SHALL PAY THE COSTS AND 16 
EXPENSES OF THE STATE POET LAUREATE ESTABLISHED BY SECTION 41-987 FROM THE 17 
MONIES AVAILABLE IN THE FUND.  18 
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