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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Section 45-101, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 2 

read: 3 
45-101.  Definitions 4 
In this title, unless the context otherwise requires: 5 
1.  "Appropriator" means the person or persons initiating or perfecting 6 

the right to use appropriable water based on state law, or the person's 7 
successor or successors in interest. 8 

2.  "Department" means the department of water resources. 9 
3.  "Director" means the director of water resources, who is also the 10 

director of the department. 11 
4.  "Effluent" means water that has been collected in a sanitary sewer 12 

for subsequent treatment in a facility that is regulated pursuant to title 13 
49, chapter 2.  Such water remains effluent until it acquires the 14 
characteristics of groundwater or surface water. 15 

5.  "Groundwater" means water under the surface of the earth regardless 16 
of the geologic structure in which it is standing or moving.  Groundwater 17 
does not include water flowing in underground streams with ascertainable beds 18 
and banks. 19 

6.  "HARVESTED WATER" MEANS RAINFALL THAT IS CAPTURED BEFORE REACHING A 20 
NATURAL CHANNEL, DRAINAGE WAY OR NAVIGABLE WATERWAY. 21 

6.  7.  "Interstate stream" means any stream constituting or flowing 22 
along the exterior boundaries of this state, and any tributary originating in 23 
another state or foreign country and flowing into or through this state. 24 

7.  8.  "Riparian area" means a geographically delineated area with 25 
distinct resource values, that is characterized by deep-rooted plant species 26 
that depend on having roots in the water table or its capillary zone and that 27 
occurs within or adjacent to a natural perennial or intermittent stream 28 
channel or within or adjacent to a lake, pond or marsh bed maintained 29 
primarily by natural water sources.  Riparian area does not include areas in 30 
or adjacent to ephemeral stream channels, artificially created stockponds, 31 
man-made storage reservoirs constructed primarily for conservation or 32 
regulatory storage, municipal and industrial ponds or man-made water 33 
transportation, distribution, off-stream storage and collection systems. 34 

8.  9.  "Sanitary sewer" means any pipe or other enclosed conduit that 35 
carries, among other substances, any water-carried wastes from the human body 36 
from residences, commercial buildings, industrial plants or institutions. 37 

9.  10.  "Surface water" means the waters of all sources, flowing in 38 
streams, canyons, ravines or other natural channels, or in definite 39 
underground channels, whether perennial or intermittent, floodwater, 40 
wastewater or surplus water, and of lakes, ponds and springs on the surface. 41 
For the purposes of administering this title, surface water is deemed to 42 
include central Arizona project water. 43 
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Sec. 2.  Section 45-851.01, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 1 
read: 2 

45-851.01.  Recovery of stored water on an annual basis; rules 3 
A.  Except as provided in subsections B, and E AND F of this section, a 4 

storer may recover the recoverable amount of water stored after January 1 of 5 
a calendar year on or before December 31 of the same calendar year. 6 

B.  If water is stored pursuant to a water storage permit and its use 7 
is based on a decreed or appropriative water right, the approximate 8 
recoverable amount of water stored in a month shall be recovered on or before 9 
the last day of the following month or within the same calendar year, 10 
whichever is earlier, unless the water is credited to a long-term storage 11 
account as prescribed by section 45-852.01. 12 

C.  Water stored after January 1 of a calendar year and not recovered 13 
on or before December 31 of the same calendar year may be credited to the 14 
storer's long-term storage account to the extent that the stored water is 15 
eligible for long-term storage credits as prescribed by section 45-852.01. 16 

D.  Water that is stored after January 1 of a calendar year, that is 17 
not recovered on or before December 31 of the same calendar year and that is 18 
not eligible to be credited to the storer's long-term storage account may not 19 
be recovered at any other time. 20 

E.  If the water stored was effluent stored at a managed underground 21 
storage facility that has not been designated as a facility that could add 22 
value to a national park, national monument or state park, the storer may 23 
recover during a year only fifty per cent of the recoverable amount of water 24 
stored between January 1 and December 31 of that year.  If the storer 25 
recovers during the year less than fifty per cent of the recoverable amount 26 
of the water stored during that year, the difference between fifty per cent 27 
of the recoverable amount and the amount of stored water recovered during the 28 
year may be credited to the storer's long-term storage account to the extent 29 
that the stored water is eligible for long-term storage credits as prescribed 30 
by section 45-852.01.  31 

F.  IF THE WATER STORED WAS HARVESTED WATER, THE STORER MAY RECOVER 32 
DURING A YEAR ONLY FIFTY PER CENT OF THE BASE AMOUNT OF HARVESTED WATER AS 33 
DETERMINED BY THE DEPARTMENT BY RULE.  THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ADOPT RULES TO 34 
DETERMINE THE METHOD FOR CALCULATING THE BASE AMOUNT OF HARVESTED WATER, 35 
WHICH SHALL PROVIDE FOR THE MEASUREMENT AND VERIFICATION OF AN AVERAGE AMOUNT 36 
HARVESTED OVER AT LEAST A FIVE-YEAR PERIOD AND MAY REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT TO 37 
INSPECT, REVIEW OR OTHERWISE DETERMINE APPROPRIATE WATER HARVESTING PRACTICES 38 
THAT MAY BE USED FOR STORING HARVESTED WATER.  39 
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