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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Legislative findings 2 
The legislature finds that: 3 
1.  Numerous citizens and government officials in this state have 4 

repeatedly, collectively and individually petitioned the United States forest 5 
service, personally, by correspondence and by telephone, to request the 6 
forest service to take appropriate action to remove or eliminate the 7 
conditions that have: 8 

(a)  Created a state of emergency in and adjacent to the national 9 
forests in this state. 10 

(b)  Caused a present risk to the lives and property of citizens of 11 
this state. 12 

2.  All petitions for all practical purposes have been either ignored 13 
or discounted by the United States forest service resulting in what can only 14 
be characterized as inaction on the part of the forest service to 15 
appropriately reduce, if not remove, the risk to the lives and property of 16 
the citizens of this state. 17 

3.  Due to the failure of the United States forest service to exercise 18 
its responsibility as a sovereign to protect the lives and property of the 19 
citizens of this state, and because it is a fundamental principle of any just 20 
society that the persistent failure of a sovereign to fulfill its sovereign 21 
obligations constitutes grounds for the forfeiture of jurisdictional 22 
supremacy, the legislature of the State of Arizona declares the existence of 23 
such a forfeiture. 24 

4.  Under a forfeiture of jurisdictional supremacy, a jurisdictional 25 
vacuum exists that requires that the State of Arizona acknowledge its own 26 
sovereign obligations and authority to protect the lives and property of its 27 
citizens and to authorize any action necessary to fill the vacuum created by 28 
the federal government by assuming jurisdiction to reduce to acceptable 29 
levels or remove the threat of catastrophic wildfires posed by current 30 
conditions in the national forests in this state. 31 

Sec. 2.  Title 11, chapter 2, article 4, Arizona Revised Statutes, is 32 
amended by adding section 11-251.16, to read: 33 

11-251.16.  Declaration of emergency; threat of catastrophic 34 
wildfire 35 

A.  THE LEGISLATURE DECLARES THAT: 36 
1.  EMERGENCY CONDITIONS EXIST WITHIN THOSE AREAS OF THE NATIONAL 37 

FORESTS IN THIS STATE THAT SUFFERED SEVERE WILDFIRE DAMAGE AS DETERMINED BY A 38 
COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS WHERE LARGE AMOUNTS OF FOREST UNDERGROWTH AND 39 
EXCESSIVE TREES PER ACRE CREATE THE POTENTIAL FOR CATASTROPHIC WILDFIRES IN 40 
THE FUTURE. 41 

2.  THE EMERGENCY IS OF SUCH MAGNITUDE THAT THE POLICE POWER OF THIS 42 
STATE SHOULD BE EXERCISED TO THE EXTENT NECESSARY TO PROVIDE THE RESOURCES 43 
AND SERVICES THAT WILL END THE EMERGENCY AND MITIGATE ITS EFFECTS. 44 
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B.  AFTER CONSULTING WITH THE STATE FORESTER AND THE REGIONAL UNITED 1 
STATES FORESTER, TAKING SURVEYS, HOLDING NECESSARY PUBLIC HEARINGS AND 2 
DEVELOPING A PLAN TO MITIGATE THE EFFECTS OF THE EMERGENCY, THE BOARD OF 3 
SUPERVISORS MAY: 4 

1.  TAKE NECESSARY ACTIONS TO LOG THIN TREES AND CLEAR UNDERGROWTH AND 5 
REMOVE OR HARVEST FIRE-DAMAGED TREES WITHIN THE AREA OF THE EMERGENCY. 6 

2.  CONTRACT WITH CONTRACTORS, LICENSEES, PERMITTEES OR OTHER AGENTS TO 7 
CARRY OUT THE PURPOSES OF THIS SUBSECTION.  THE BOARD MUST ENSURE THE 8 
COMPETENCY AND RESPONSIBILITY OF PERSONS CONTRACTING UNDER THIS SECTION, 9 
INCLUDING REGISTRATION OR OTHER ACCREDITATION WITH TRADE AND PROFESSIONAL 10 
ORGANIZATIONS AND COMPLIANCE WITH BEST MANAGEMENT AND OPERATIONAL PRACTICES 11 
USED BY GOVERNMENT AGENCIES IN AWARDING FORESTRY CONTRACTS.  12 

Sec. 3.  Repeal 13 
Title 11, chapter 3, article 10, Arizona Revised Statutes, is repealed. 14 
Sec. 4.  Section 41-1823, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read: 15 
41-1823.  Adoption of minimum qualifications; certification 16 

required 17 
A.  No minimum qualifications for law enforcement officers adopted 18 

pursuant to this article shall be effective until six months after they have 19 
been filed with the secretary of state pursuant to section 41-1031.  20 

B.  Except for agency heads duly elected as required by the 21 
constitution and persons given the authority of a peace officer pursuant to 22 
section 8-205, 11-572, 12-253, 13-916 or 22-131, no person may exercise the 23 
authority or perform the duties of a peace officer unless he is certified by 24 
the board pursuant to section 41-1822, subsection A, paragraph 3.  25 

Sec. 5.  Emergency 26 
This act is an emergency measure that is necessary to preserve the 27 

public peace, health or safety and is operative immediately as provided by 28 
law. 29 
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