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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Title 15, chapter 14, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended 2 

by adding article 11, to read: 3 
ARTICLE 11.  FACULTY EMPLOYMENT DECISIONS 4 

15-1896.  Faculty employment decisions; religious and political 5 
beliefs; definitions 6 

A.  IN MAKING EMPLOYMENT DECISIONS, A UNIVERSITY OR COMMUNITY COLLEGE 7 
SHALL TAKE INTO ACCOUNT A FACULTY MEMBER'S COMPETENCE AND APPROPRIATE 8 
KNOWLEDGE IN THE FIELD OF THAT FACULTY MEMBER'S EXPERTISE IN ORDER TO FOSTER 9 
A LEARNING ENVIRONMENT THAT RESPECTS A PLURALITY OF METHODOLOGIES AND 10 
PERSPECTIVES.  A UNIVERSITY OR COMMUNITY COLLEGE SHALL NOT MAKE EMPLOYMENT 11 
DECISIONS ON THE BASIS OF A FACULTY MEMBER'S POLITICAL OR RELIGIOUS BELIEFS. 12 

B.  A UNIVERSITY OR COMMUNITY COLLEGE SHALL NOT EXCLUDE A FACULTY 13 
MEMBER FROM TENURE OR SEARCH COMMITTEES OR HIRING COMMITTEES ON THE BASIS OF 14 
THAT FACULTY MEMBER'S POLITICAL OR RELIGIOUS BELIEFS. 15 

C.  FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION: 16 
1.  "COMMUNITY COLLEGE" HAS THE SAME MEANING PRESCRIBED IN SECTION 17 

15-1401. 18 
2.  "UNIVERSITY" MEANS A UNIVERSITY UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE 19 

ARIZONA BOARD OF REGENTS.  20 
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