
 

 - i - 
 

 
 
 

REFERENCE TITLE: schools; sex education
 
 
 
State of Arizona 
House of Representatives 
Fiftieth Legislature 
Second Regular Session 
2012 
 
 

HB 2616 
 

Introduced by  
Representatives Hobbs, Pancrazi, Tovar, Wheeler: Ableser, Alston, Gallego, 

Hale, McCune Davis, Meyer 
 

 
AN ACT 

 
AMENDING SECTION 15-711, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES; RELATING TO SCHOOL 
CURRICULUM. 
 
 

(TEXT OF BILL BEGINS ON NEXT PAGE) 
 



HB 2616 
 
 
 
 

 - 1 - 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Section 15-711, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 2 

read: 3 
15-711.  Sex education curricula; sexual conduct with a minor; 4 

definitions 5 
A.  All school districts with existing sex education curricula shall: 6 
1.  PROVIDE SEX EDUCATION THAT IS MEDICALLY ACCURATE AND COMPREHENSIVE. 7 
2.  Include instruction on the laws relating to sexual conduct with a 8 

minor for pupils in grades seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven and twelve.  Each 9 
school district may develop its own course of study to meet the requirements 10 
of this section PARAGRAPH. 11 

B.  AT THE REQUEST OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT, THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 12 
SERVICES OR THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION SHALL REVIEW INSTRUCTION MATERIALS TO 13 
DETERMINE THEIR MEDICAL ACCURACY. 14 

C.  AT THE REQUEST OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT, THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 15 
SHALL PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING ASSISTANCE: 16 

1.  A SUGGESTED COURSE OF STUDY. 17 
2.  TEACHER TRAINING. 18 
3.  A LIST OF AVAILABLE FILMS AND OTHER TEACHING AIDS. 19 
D.  AT THE REQUEST OF A PARENT, A PUPIL SHALL BE EXCUSED FROM 20 

INSTRUCTION ON SEX EDUCATION AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION A OF THIS SECTION.  21 
THE SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL NOTIFY ALL PARENTS OF THEIR ABILITY TO WITHDRAW 22 
THEIR CHILD FROM THE INSTRUCTION. 23 

E.  FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION: 24 
1.  "COMPREHENSIVE" MEANS EVIDENCE-BASED PROGRAMS THAT BEGIN IN MIDDLE 25 

SCHOOL GRADES OR JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL GRADES AND CONTINUE THROUGH GRADE TWELVE 26 
AND THAT PROVIDE PUPILS WITH OPPORTUNITIES FOR DEVELOPING SKILLS AND LEARNING 27 
AGE-APPROPRIATE, MEDICALLY ACCURATE INFORMATION ON A BROAD SET OF TOPICS 28 
RELATED TO SEXUALITY, INCLUDING HUMAN DEVELOPMENT, RELATIONSHIPS, 29 
DECISIONMAKING, ABSTINENCE, CONTRACEPTION AND DISEASE PREVENTION. 30 

2.  "MEDICALLY ACCURATE" MEANS INFORMATION THAT IS ALL OF THE 31 
FOLLOWING: 32 

(a)  VERIFIED OR SUPPORTED BY THE WEIGHT OF PEER-REVIEWED RESEARCH 33 
CONDUCTED IN COMPLIANCE WITH ACCEPTED SCIENTIFIC METHODS. 34 

(b)  RECOGNIZED AS ACCURATE AND OBJECTIVE BY LEADING PROFESSIONAL 35 
ORGANIZATIONS AND AGENCIES WITH RELEVANT EXPERTISE IN THE FIELD. 36 

(c)  PUBLISHED IN PEER-REVIEWED JOURNALS, IF APPROPRIATE.   37 
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