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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Title 41, chapter 27, article 2, Arizona Revised Statutes, 2 

is amended by adding section 41-3022.01, to read: 3 
41-3022.01.  Arizona sentencing commission; termination 4 

July 1, 2022 5 
A.  THE ARIZONA SENTENCING COMMISSION TERMINATES ON JULY 1, 2022. 6 
B.  TITLE 41, CHAPTER 51 IS REPEALED ON JANUARY 1, 2023. 7 
Sec. 2.  Title 41, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended by adding 8 

chapter 51, to read: 9 
CHAPTER 51 10 

ARIZONA SENTENCING COMMISSION 11 
ARTICLE 1.  GENERAL PROVISIONS 12 

41-5051.  Arizona sentencing commission; purposes 13 
THE ARIZONA SENTENCING COMMISSION IS ESTABLISHED TO CONTINUOUSLY 14 

COLLECT DATA AND EVALUATE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THIS STATE'S SENTENCING 15 
PRACTICES AND POLICIES AND ALTERNATIVE SENTENCING PROGRAMS.  THE SENTENCING 16 
COMMISSION SHALL REVIEW COLLECTED DATA FROM PROBATION DEPARTMENTS, PRETRIAL 17 
DIVERSION PROGRAMS, DRUG AND MENTAL HEALTH COURTS, CITY AND COUNTY JAILS AND 18 
THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS.  THE COMMISSION SHALL EVALUATE 19 
SENTENCING AND TREATMENT LAWS, POLICIES AND PRACTICES IN OTHER STATES AND 20 
SHALL SUBMIT RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE LEGISLATURE.  IN FULFILLING ITS PURPOSE, 21 
THE COMMISSION SHALL CONSIDER: 22 

1.  THE SAFETY OF THE PUBLIC. 23 
2.  THE ECONOMIC EFFICIENCY OF SENTENCING PRACTICES AND POLICIES. 24 
3.  PROVIDING JUST AND ADEQUATE PUNISHMENT FOR THE CRIME. 25 
4.  DETERRING CRIMINAL CONDUCT. 26 
5.  PROMOTING THE REHABILITATION OF OFFENDERS.  27 
41-5052.  Arizona sentencing commission; membership; powers and 28 

duties 29 
A.  THE ARIZONA SENTENCING COMMISSION CONSISTS OF THE FOLLOWING 30 

MEMBERS: 31 
1.  THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT OR THE CHIEF JUSTICE'S 32 

DESIGNEE, WHO SHALL SERVE AS CHAIRPERSON. 33 
2.  THE DIRECTOR OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS OR THE 34 

DIRECTOR'S DESIGNEE. 35 
3.  THE DIRECTOR OF THE PROBATION SERVICES DIVISION OF THE 36 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS. 37 
4.  THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUVENILE CORRECTIONS OR THE 38 

DIRECTOR'S DESIGNEE. 39 
5.  TWO MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES WHO ARE NOT MEMBERS OF 40 

THE SAME POLITICAL PARTY AND WHO ARE APPOINTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF 41 
REPRESENTATIVES. 42 

6.  TWO MEMBERS OF THE SENATE WHO ARE NOT MEMBERS OF THE SAME POLITICAL 43 
PARTY AND WHO ARE APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. 44 
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7.  ONE MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY WHO IS APPOINTED BY 1 
THE GOVERNOR. 2 

8.  TWO PROSECUTORS WHO ARE APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR. 3 
9.  TWO ATTORNEYS WHO PRACTICE CRIMINAL DEFENSE AND WHO ARE APPOINTED 4 

BY THE GOVERNOR. 5 
10.  TWO SUPERIOR COURT JUDGES WHO ARE APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR. 6 
11.  ONE PRESIDENT OF AN ARIZONA PSYCHIATRIC SOCIETY WHO IS APPOINTED BY 7 

THE GOVERNOR. 8 
12.  ONE MEMBER WHO HAS EXPERIENCE IN THE AREA OF SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND 9 

WHO IS APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR. 10 
13.  THREE MEMBERS, ONE EACH FROM ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY, THE 11 

UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA AND NORTHERN ARIZONA UNIVERSITY, WHO ARE FACULTY 12 
MEMBERS WITH EXPERTISE IN LAW, CRIMINOLOGY, SOCIOLOGY OR ANOTHER RELEVANT 13 
FIELD AND WHO ARE APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT OF EACH MEMBER'S RESPECTIVE 14 
UNIVERSITY. 15 

B.  COMMISSION MEMBERS WHO SERVE PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION A, PARAGRAPHS 16 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5 AND 6 SHALL BE EX OFFICIO MEMBERS, EXCEPT THAT COMMISSION 17 
MEMBERS WHO SERVE PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION A, PARAGRAPHS 2, 5 AND 6 ARE 18 
NONVOTING MEMBERS. 19 

C.  APPOINTED MEMBERS SERVE THREE YEAR TERMS. 20 
D.  THE SENTENCING COMMISSION SHALL MEET AT LEAST ONCE DURING EACH 21 

CALENDAR QUARTER AND ADDITIONALLY AS THE CHAIRPERSON DEEMS NECESSARY.  THE 22 
COMMISSION SHALL MEET AT THE STATE CAPITOL OR AT OTHER PLACES AS THE 23 
CHAIRPERSON DEEMS NECESSARY OR CONVENIENT AND ALL MEETINGS SHALL BE OPEN TO 24 
THE PUBLIC.  A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS CONSTITUTES A QUORUM FOR THE 25 
TRANSACTION OF BUSINESS. 26 

E.  THE SENTENCING COMMISSION SHALL: 27 
1.  COLLECT RECIDIVISM DATA, RECORD TREATMENT METHODS AND MONITOR THE 28 

FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS AND OVERALL EFFECTIVENESS OF PROBATION DEPARTMENTS, 29 
PRETRIAL DIVERSION PROGRAMS, DRUG AND MENTAL HEALTH COURTS, CITY AND COUNTY 30 
JAILS AND THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS. 31 

2.  EVALUATE EMERGING PRACTICES AND TRENDS IN CRIMINAL SENTENCING AND 32 
ALTERNATIVE PUNISHMENTS IN OTHER JURISDICTIONS THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES. 33 

3.  REVIEW THIS STATE'S SENTENCING STRUCTURE, INCLUDING ITS LAWS, 34 
POLICIES AND PRACTICES, AND RECOMMEND CHANGES TO THE LAWS AND ANY OTHER 35 
ASPECTS OF SENTENCING THAT ARE NECESSARY TO ENSURE APPROPRIATENESS OF 36 
SENTENCING. 37 

4.  SUBMIT AN ANNUAL REPORT TO THE CHAIRPERSONS OF THE JUDICIARY 38 
COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE SENATE, OR THEIR SUCCESSOR 39 
COMMITTEES. 40 

5.  MAINTAIN AND MAKE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION RECORDS OF 41 
ACTIONS THAT ARE TAKEN BY THE SENTENCING COMMISSION. 42 
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F.  THE SENTENCING COMMISSION MAY: 1 
1.  REQUEST INFORMATION, DATA AND REPORTS FROM ANY STATE AGENCY OR 2 

POLITICAL SUBDIVISION OF THIS STATE AND FROM JUDICIAL OFFICERS OF THIS STATE. 3 
IF POSSIBLE, INFORMATION SHALL BE PROVIDED ELECTRONICALLY. 4 

2.  HOLD HEARINGS, CONDUCT FACT FINDING TOURS AND TAKE TESTIMONY FROM 5 
WITNESSES, INCLUDING PARTICIPANTS IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM, THAT MAY 6 
ASSIST THE COMMISSION IN FULFILLING ITS RESPONSIBILITIES. 7 

3.  PERFORM OR DELEGATE ANY OTHER FUNCTION THAT MAY BE NECESSARY TO 8 
CARRY OUT THE COMMISSION'S PURPOSE. 9 

4.  APPLY FOR AND RECEIVE GRANTS, DONATIONS OR OTHER MONIES FROM PUBLIC 10 
OR PRIVATE SOURCES. 11 

G.  ON THE REQUEST OF THE SENTENCING COMMISSION, AN AGENCY OF THIS 12 
STATE SHALL PROVIDE TO THE COMMISSION ITS SERVICES, EQUIPMENT, PERSONNEL AND 13 
FACILITIES TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE WITHOUT COST TO THE COMMISSION.  14 

H.  THE LEGISLATURE SHALL PROVIDE STAFF AND SUPPORT SERVICES TO THE 15 
COMMISSION. 16 

I.  MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION ARE NOT ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE COMPENSATION 17 
BUT ARE ELIGIBLE FOR REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES PURSUANT TO TITLE 38, CHAPTER 18 
4, ARTICLE 2.  19 

Sec. 3.  Initial terms of members of the Arizona sentencing 20 
commission 21 

A.  Notwithstanding section 41-5052, Arizona Revised Statutes, as added 22 
by this act, the initial terms of appointed members of the Arizona sentencing 23 
commission are: 24 

1.  The terms of the three members who are appointed pursuant to 25 
section 41-5052, subsection A, paragraphs 7, 11 and 12, Arizona Revised 26 
Statutes, as added by this act, end on January 31, 2013. 27 

2.  The terms of the three members who are appointed pursuant to 28 
section 41-5052, subsection A, paragraph 13, Arizona Revised Statutes, as 29 
added by this act, end on January 31, 2014. 30 

3.  The terms of the six members who are appointed pursuant to section 31 
41-5052, subsection A, paragraphs 8, 9 and 10, Arizona Revised Statutes, as 32 
added by this act, end on January 31, 2015. 33 

B.  All subsequent appointments shall be made as prescribed by statute. 34 
Sec. 4.  Purpose 35 
Pursuant to section 41-2955, subsection E, Arizona Revised Statutes, 36 

the legislature establishes the Arizona sentencing commission to promote 37 
public safety, the avoidance of unfair disparity in sentencing, the rational 38 
use of correctional resources and transparency. 39 
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