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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1. Title 32, chapter 15, article 2, Arizona Revised Statutes, 2 

is amended by adding section 32-1641, to read: 3 
32-1641.  Continuing education; requirements; exemptions; 4 

report; delayed repeal; definition 5 
A.  BEGINNING APRIL 1, 2014, A LICENSE RENEWAL APPLICATION FILED BY ANY 6 

OF THE FOLLOWING MUST INCLUDE AN AFFIDAVIT STATING THAT THE LICENSEE HAS 7 
COMPLETED NINE HUNDRED SIXTY HOURS OF WORK EXPERIENCE AND EITHER IS CERTIFIED 8 
IN A NURSING SPECIALTY IN WHICH THE LICENSEE IS PRACTICING OR HAS COMPLETED 9 
AT LEAST SIXTY HOURS OF CONTINUING EDUCATION FOR EACH RENEWAL CYCLE THAT 10 
SPECIFICALLY PERTAINS TO THE LICENSEE'S AREA OF NURSING: 11 

1.  REGISTERED NURSE. 12 
2.  PRACTICAL NURSE. 13 
3.  CLINICAL NURSE SPECIALIST. 14 
4.  REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER.  15 
B.  THE BOARD MAY GRANT AN EXTENSION TO COMPLETE THE REQUIREMENTS 16 

PRESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION A OF THIS SECTION IF THE LICENSEE INCLUDES A WRITTEN 17 
REQUEST FOR AN EXTENSION WITH THE RENEWAL APPLICATION AND THE APPLICATION IS 18 
RECEIVED ON OR BEFORE APRIL 1 OF THE YEAR IN WHICH THE LICENSE EXPIRES. 19 

C.  CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSES MAY BE PROVIDED BY ANY OF THE 20 
FOLLOWING: 21 

1.  A NURSING PROGRAM RECOGNIZED BY THE BOARD OR ANY OTHER STATE BOARD 22 
OF NURSING. 23 

2.  AN ENTITY THAT EMPLOYS OR CONTRACTS WITH A REGULATED PARTY IF THE 24 
ENTITY HAS BEEN APPROVED OR CERTIFIED TO PROVIDE CONTINUING EDUCATION BY AN 25 
ORGANIZATION RECOGNIZED BY THE BOARD OR ANY OTHER STATE BOARD OF NURSING.  IF 26 
THE ENTITY IS NOT APPROVED OR CERTIFIED, THE LICENSEE MAY CLAIM CREDIT FOR 27 
ONLY SIX HOURS PER YEAR OF CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDIT FROM THAT ENTITY.  28 
THIS LIMITATION DOES NOT BEGIN UNTIL APRIL 1, 2015 FOR AN ENTITY THAT IS 29 
LICENSED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES. 30 

3.  ANY CONTINUING EDUCATION PROVIDER RECOGNIZED BY ANY STATE BOARD OF 31 
NURSING.  32 

4.  A REGIONALLY OR NATIONALLY ACCREDITED POSTSECONDARY SCHOOL. 33 
5.  A LICENSED HEALTH CARE INSTITUTION THAT IS APPROVED BY THE AMERICAN 34 

NURSES CREDENTIALING CENTER OR ITS DESIGNEE. 35 
6.  A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION THAT IS RECOGNIZED BY THE BOARD TO PROVIDE 36 

ACCREDITED CONTINUING EDUCATION.  37 
D.  THE BOARD SHALL RECOGNIZE CONTINUING EDUCATION UNITS AS FOLLOWS: 38 
1.  ONE SEMESTER CREDIT IS THE EQUIVALENT OF FIFTEEN CONTINUING 39 

EDUCATION HOURS. 40 
2.  ONE QUARTER CREDIT IS THE EQUIVALENT OF TEN CONTINUING EDUCATION 41 

HOURS. 42 
3.  ONE HOUR OF EMPLOYER SPONSORED OR PROVIDER SPONSORED CONTINUING 43 

EDUCATION IS THE EQUIVALENT OF ONE CONTINUING EDUCATION HOUR. 44 
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E.  A LICENSEE MUST MAINTAIN RETAIN RECORDS THAT DOCUMENT COMPLIANCE 1 
WITH THE CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SECTION FOR FIVE YEARS. 2 

F.  A LICENSEE IS EXEMPT FROM THE CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS OF 3 
THIS SECTION DURING THE FIRST TWO YEARS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING INITIAL 4 
LICENSURE BY THE BOARD. 5 

G.  THE CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SECTION DO NOT APPLY 6 
TO A LICENSEE WHO, DURING THE RENEWAL CYCLE: 7 

1.  HAS REQUESTED AND BEEN PLACED ON INACTIVE STATUS. 8 
2.  DEMONSTRATES TO THE BOARD'S SATISFACTION THAT THE LICENSEE HAS BEEN 9 

EMPLOYED OUTSIDE OF THE UNITED STATES FOR AT LEAST ONE YEAR. 10 
3.  IS EMPLOYED BY A FEDERAL AGENCY OUTSIDE OF THIS STATE. 11 
4.  IS SERVING IN THE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES OUTSIDE OF THIS STATE. 12 
5.  HAS SUFFERED FROM A TOTAL PHYSICAL DISABILITY FOR AT LEAST ONE 13 

YEAR. 14 
6.  HAS HAD TOTAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR AT LEAST ONE YEAR FOR AN IMMEDIATE 15 

FAMILY MEMBER WHO SUFFERS FROM A TOTAL DISABILITY. 16 
7.  IS EXEMPT FOR GOOD CAUSE SHOWN AS DETERMINED BY THE BOARD. 17 
H.  THE BOARD SHALL SUBMIT A REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR, THE PRESIDENT OF 18 

THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OR BEFORE 19 
DECEMBER 1, 2020 REGARDING THE EFFECT AND BENEFITS OF THE CONTINUING 20 
EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS PRESCRIBED IN THIS SECTION.  THE BOARD SHALL PROVIDE A 21 
COPY OF THIS REPORT TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE. 22 

I.  THIS SECTION IS REPEALED FROM AND AFTER DECEMBER 31, 2021. 23 
J.  FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, "CONTINUING EDUCATION" MEANS A 24 

LEARNING EXPERIENCE RELATED TO THE SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE OR TECHNICAL SKILLS, 25 
OR BOTH, REQUIRED FOR A SPECIFIC AREA OF THE PRACTICE OF NURSING AND INCLUDES 26 
DIRECT AND INDIRECT PATIENT OR CLIENT CARE, HEALTH CARE POLICY, NURSING 27 
ADMINISTRATION, MANAGEMENT, EDUCATION OR RESEARCH, OR OTHER FUNCTIONAL AREAS 28 
OF NURSING RELATING TO INDIRECT PATIENT OR CLIENT CARE.  29 

Sec. 2.  Continuing nursing education requirements; proration 30 
The Arizona state board of nursing shall prorate the continuing 31 

education requirements established by this act to reflect the number of 32 
months remaining before licensure renewal following the effective date of 33 
this act. 34 
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