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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Title 9, chapter 4, article 6.4, Arizona Revised Statutes,
is amended by adding section 9-469, to read:

9-469. Self-certification process for obtaining permits

A. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER LAW, ON RECEIPT OF ANY COMPLETED PERMIT
APPLICATION, A MUNICIPALITY SHALL GIVE THE APPLICANT THE OPTION OF OBTAINING
THE ISSUANCE OF THE REQUESTED PERMIT THROUGH A MUNICIPALLY DIRECTED
PERMITTING PROCESS OR THROUGH SELF-CERTIFICATION.

B. FOR EACH REGULATION IMPOSING A PERMITTING REQUIREMENT, A
MUNICIPALITY SHALL ADOPT A PROCEDURE FOR ISSUING PERMITS THROUGH
SELF-CERTIFICATION THAT CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS:

1. THE MUNICIPALITY SHALL PUBLICLY IDENTIFY THE OCCUPATION THAT IS
ORDINARILY COMPETENT TO ASSESS WHETHER THE REGULATORY PREREQUISITES TO THE
ISSUANCE OF THE REQUESTED PERMIT HAVE BEEN FULFILLED.

2. THE MUNICIPALITY SHALL IDENTIFY THE LIMITS OR AMOUNTS OF INSURANCE
OR SURETY BONDING THAT WILL AFFORD REASONABLE COVERAGE OR SECURITY AGAINST
LIKELY HAZARDS ARISING FROM THE WRONGFUL ISSUANCE OF A REQUESTED PERMIT.
THE LIMITS OR AMOUNTS OF THE INSURANCE OR SURETY BONDING SHALL NOT BE GREATER
THAN THE AMOUNTS IMPOSED BY THE MUNICIPALLY DIRECTED PERMITTING PROCESS.

3. THE MUNICIPALITY SHALL ISSUE ANY REQUIRED PERMIT WITHIN FORTY-EIGHT
HOURS OF:

(a) RECEIPT OF A SWORN STATEMENT STATING THAT ALL REGULATORY
PREREQUISITES TO THE ISSUANCE OF THE REQUESTED PERMIT HAVE BEEN FULFILLED AND
THAT THE AFFIANT IS FULLY COMPETENT AND QUALIFIED TO ASSESS THE FULFILLMENT,
WHICH IS SIGNED BY ONE OR MORE PERSONS IN THE OCCUPATION THAT THE
MUNICIPALITY HAS DESIGNATED AS ORDINARILY COMPETENT TO ASSESS WHETHER THE
REGULATORY PREREQUISITES TO THE ISSUANCE OF THE REQUESTED PERMIT HAVE BEEN
FULFILLED.

(b) RECEIPT OF PROOF OF INSURANCE OR SURETY BONDING IN LIMITS OR
AMOUNTS THAT AFFORD REASONABLE COVERAGE OR SECURITY AGAINST LIKELY HAZARDS
ARISING FROM THE WRONGFUL ISSUANCE OF THE REQUESTED PERMIT.

C. A MUNICIPALITY SHALL NOT IMPOSE REQUIREMENTS ON THE COMPLETION OF A
PERMIT APPLICATION OR SELF-CERTIFICATION IN ORDER TO PERSUADE AN APPLICANT TO
NOT EXERCISE THE APPLICANT'S OPTION OF SEEKING PERMITTING THROUGH
SELF-CERTIFICATION.

D. IF A MUNICIPAL PERMITTING PROCESS IS CHALLENGED ON THE GROUNDS THAT
IT UNREASONABLY BURDENS THE APPLICANT'S OPTION OF SEEKING PERMITTING THROUGH
SELF-CERTIFICATION, THE COURT HEARING THE CHALLENGE SHALL RULE ON THE MERITS
OF THE CHALLENGE WITHOUT DEFERENCE TO ANY LEGISLATIVE, ADMINISTRATIVE OR
EXECUTIVE FINDING.
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