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SECOND REGULAR SESSION 
 

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION  

 
DATE:  February 27, 2012 TIME:   2:00 p.m. ROOM:  SHR3 

 
CHAIRMAN: Senator Rich Crandall VICE-CHAIRMAN: Senator Nancy Barto 

  
ANALYST: Liisa Laikko INTERN: Natalie Fleming 

 
ASSISTANT  
ANALYST: 

 
Kody Kelleher 

COMMITTEE  
SECRETARY: 

 
Shelley Ponce 

 

ATTENDANCE BILLS 

 

Committee Members Pr Ab Ex Bill Number Disposition 
Senator Gray X   HB 2161 DP 
Senator Klein X   HB 2171 DP 
Senator Lewis X   HB 2270 DP 
Senator Lopez X   HB 2397 DP 
Senator Schapira X   HB 2563 DP 
Senator Smith X     
Senator Barto, Vice-Chairman X     
Senator Crandall, Chairman X     
      

 
 
 

EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS  
   

Name Position Recommendation 

Mark M. Anderson Member, State Board for Charter Schools HELD 
Kathryn L. Senseman Member, State Board for Charter Schools HELD 
Eldon E. Hastings Member, Commission for Postsecondary Education HELD 
Kathleen Player Member, Commission for Postsecondary Education HELD 
Jason D. Pistillo Member, State Board for Private Postsecondary Education HELD 
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Chairman Crandall called the meeting to order at 4:44 p.m. and attendance was noted. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Crandall stated that without objection, the minutes of February 13, 2012 
were approved.  

 
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
 
Mark M. Anderson – Member, State Board for Charter Schools – HELD 
 
Natalie Fleming, Education Committee Intern, gave an overview of the State Board for Charter 
Schools and Mr. Anderson's resume. 
 
Mark M. Anderson reviewed his resume and answered questions posed by the committee. 
 
Senator Barto announced that the Committee would not be voting on the nominations. 
 
Kathryn L. Senseman – Member, State Board for Charter Schools – HELD 
 
Natalie Fleming, Education Committee Intern, gave an overview of Ms. Senseman's resume. 
 
Kathryn L. Senseman reviewed her resume and answered questions posed by the committee. 
 
Eldon E. Hastings – Member, Commission for Postsecondary Education – HELD 
 
Natalie Fleming, Education Committee Intern, gave an overview of the Commission for 
Postsecondary Education and Mr. Hastings' resume. 
 
Eldon E. Hastings reviewed his resume and answered questions posed by the committee. 
 
Kathleen Player – Member, Commission for Postsecondary Education – HELD 
 
Natalie Fleming, Education Committee Intern, gave an overview of Ms. Player's resume. 
 
Kathleen Player reviewed her resume and answered questions posed by the committee. 
 
Jason D. Pistillo – Member, State Board for Private Postsecondary Education – HELD 
 
Natalie Fleming, Education Committee Intern, gave an overview of the State Board for Private 
Postsecondary Education. 
 
Jason D. Pistillo reviewed his resume and answered questions posed by the committee. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB 2161 – teachers; specialized certification – DO PASS  
 
Liisa Laikko, Education Committee Analyst, explained HB 2161.  
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Representative Heather Carter, bill sponsor, further explained HB 2161. 
 
Senator Barto noted the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Gray moved HB 2161 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-1 (Attachment 1). 

 
HB 2171 – school; hot line; clearinghouse; repeal – DO PASS  
 
Natalie Fleming, Education Committee Intern, explained HB 2171. 
 
Senator Barto noted the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Gray moved HB 2171 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-1 (Attachment 2). 

 
HB 2270 – school districts; fiscal crisis teams – DO PASS  
 
Kody Kelleher, Education Committee Assistant Analyst, explained HB 2270. 
 
Vince Yanez, Executive Director, State Board of Education, testified in support of HB 2270. 
 
Senator Barto noted the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Barto moved HB 2270 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-0-1 (Attachment 3). 

 
HB 2397 – ABOR; continuation – DO PASS  
 
Natalie Fleming, Education Committee Intern, explained HB 2397. 
 
Christine Thompson, Assistant Vice President for Government Affairs, Arizona Board of 
Regents, testified in support of HB 2397 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Barto noted the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Barto moved HB 2397 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. The 
motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 7-1-0 (Attachment 4). 

 
Senator Smith explained his vote. 
 
HB 2563 - schools; elective; biblical influence (NOW: biblical influence; schools; electives) – 
DO PASS 
 
Liisa Laikko, Education Committee Analyst, explained HB 2563. 
 
Representative Terri Proud, bill sponsor, further explained HB 2563 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Lopez explained the 28-line Lopez amendment dated 02/24/12 at 1:59 p.m. (Attachment B). 
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Senator Barto moved HB 2563 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation.  
 
Senator Barto moved the 28-line Lopez amendment dated 02/24/12 at 1:59 p.m. 
(Attachment B) be ADOPTED.  The motion FAILED by voice vote. 
 

Anjali Abraham, Public Policy Director, American Civil Liberties Union of Arizona, testified in 
opposition to HB 2563. 
 
Senator Barto noted the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 

 
The motion to return HB 2563 with a DO PASS recommendation CARRIED with a 
roll call vote of 6-2-0 (Attachment 5). 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:05 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Shelley Ponce 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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