ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Fiftieth Legislature — Second Regular Session

COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION,
INNOVATION AND REFORM

Minutes of Special Meeting
Wednesday, March 21, 2012
House Hearing Room 1 -- 10:00 am.

Chairman Forese called the meeting to order at 10:04 am. and attendance was noted by the
secretary.

M ember s Pr esent
Mr. Arredondo Mr. Saldate Mrs. Barton, Vice-Chairman
Mr. Chabin Mr. Vogt Mr. Forese, Chairman
Mr. Lovas
Members Absent
Mrs. Goodale Miss Reeve

Chairman Forese expressed his appreciation to Committee staff for their hard work this Session.

PRESENTATION

Dr. Angel Cabrera, President, Thunderbird School of Global Management (Thunderbird),
informed the Members that Thunderbird has brought people from all over the world to Arizona
and today is considered globally to be the number one school of international management. He
stated that, because Arizonais not considered to be a hub of international commerce, thisis quite
an accomplishment and that Thunderbird is a precious asset to Arizona.

Thunderbird is a private, not-for-profit institution founded in 1946 and governed by a board of
trustees. Its founding coincided with the United Nations and it has as its mission to train people
to do business together and to avoid war, to contribute to economic prosperity and to make the
world a safer place. The federal government donated the 150-acre Thunderbird Air Field in
Glendale to further Thunderbird's mission. Many of the first students were returning Air Force
veterans who attended on the Gl Bill.

Dr. Cabrera explained that over the years Thunderbird graduates have taken American products
all over the world and created commercial ties among all countries. He spoke of the diversity of
Thunderbird students and described their impact on populations that typically are left out, such
as Afghan women.
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Mr. Vogt asked how many different degrees are granted at Thunderbird. Dr. Cabrera replied that
the flagship program is the Master of Business Administration (MBA) in Global Management,
and there are many other degrees that match different populations and industries as well as an
Executive MBA and a Master of Science (MS) in Global Management; he added that
Thunderbird runs many non-degree programs designed for specific companies.

Mr. Chabin asked how many students attend and if Thunderbird has undergraduate degrees as
well. Dr. Cabrera replied that Thunderbird is a graduate school only and has 1,200 students in
the degree programs as well as thousands in executive programs,; Thunderbird has offices in
Moscow, Geneva, Beijing and Mexico.

Mr. Saldate asked about student requirements. Dr. Cabrera explained that standard academic
gualifications are reviewed, but particularly important is a personality profile that includes
international interests such as travel abroad and languages. Mr. Saldate asked if the drug
situation in Mexico has posed problems. Dr. Cabrera stated that recently Thunderbird has
stopped the program in Mexico and moved it to Lima, Peru for security issues.

Mr. Lovas asked if there is an analysis of aumni who have stayed to work in Arizona
Dr. Cabrerareplied that Thunderbird has alumni groups all over the world which meet regularly
to network, however the number one group is the Arizona alumni chapter.

Chairman Forese thanked Dr. Cabrera for his efforts and stated that, although Arizona has
significant education issues, it also has pockets of excellence such as Thunderbird.

Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 10:28 am.

Jane Dooley, Committee Secretary
April 30, 2012

(Origina minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk; video archives
available at http://www.azleg.gov)
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