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ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fiftieth Legislature – Second Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SAFETY 

 
Minutes of Special Meeting 
Thursday, March 15, 2012 

House Hearing Room 3  --  2:30 p.m. or on adj. of sp. MAPS Cmte. mtg. 
 
 
Chairman Gowan called the meeting to order at 4:19 p.m. and the secretary called the roll. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mr. Dial Mr. Harper Ms. Proud, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Farley Mr. Stevens Mr. Gowan, Chairman 
Mr. Gallego   
 

Members Absent 
 
Mr. Hale Mr. Smith D (excused)  
 

Committee Action 
 
SB1304 - DP (5-2-0-2)  
 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILL: 
 
SB1304 - firearms regulation; political subdivisions - DO PASS 
 

Vice-Chairman Proud moved that SB1304 do pass. 
 
Paul Benny, Majority Assistant Research Analyst, explained that SB1304 removes statutory 
language regarding a political subdivision's ability to restrict the discharge of a firearm, and 
specifies that a political subdivision may enforce statutory provisions relating to the unlawful 
discharge of firearms (Attachment 1).  The bill clarifies that a political subdivision may enforce 
current statute relating to the unlawful discharge of firearms, including adopting an ordinance or 
rule restricting the discharge of a firearm within one-fourth mile of an occupied structure. 
 
In response to Mr. Gallego, Mr. Benny related that the intent of last year's bill by the sponsor 
undermined the authority of the state to give a city the power to regulate firearms.  SB1304 is a 
compromise to that bill and brings the authority back to the state level. 
 
Mr. Harper further explained that if an occupied structure is further than one-fourth mile, a 
person can shoot an animal, such as a coyote, even if the house is within the city limits.   
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Mr. Gallego brought up Shannon's Law, which makes shooting into the air illegal.  To that point, 
Chairman Gowan clarified that is state law which pre-empts a city ordinance.   

 
Vice-Chairman Proud announced the names of those who signed up in support of SB1304 but 
did not speak: 
John Wentling, Vice Chairman, Arizona Citizens Defense League, Inc. 
Dave Kopp, Manager, Arizona Citizens Defense League, Inc. 
 
Vice-Chairman Proud announced the names of those who signed up in opposition to SB1304 but 
did not speak: 
Seth Apfel, representing self 
 

Question was called on the motion that SB1304 do pass.  The motion carried by a 
roll call vote of 5-2-0-2 (Attachment 2). 

 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 4:27 p.m. 
 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Joanne Bell, Committee Secretary 
       April 23, 2012 
 
(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Chief Clerk’s Office; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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